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The church is fitted with a hearing loop. Hearing aid wearers are advised to sit 
in the front half of the church and switch their aid to T-setting.  

 

Please help us to comply with the current COVID rules by wearing a mask 
in church this morning - and wherever you are in the vicinity of others. 

 

WELCOME and GREETING and COMMUNITY NEWS 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you.    And also with you.  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Welcome to this place: where heaven and earth embrace in peace, 
where God has been, is, and always will be. 
Welcome to this place, as we gather with all of God's children: 
where we find God's love, where we hear the tender voice of Jesus, 
where the Spirit teaches us new songs. 
Welcome to this place, where all is made ready by our God: 
where we bring our hunger, and find food; 
where we bring our brokenness, and find healing; 
where we bring our very selves, and find acceptance.     [Thom Shuman] 

 
HYMN:  TiS 474 Here in this place/Gather us in 

8.00am 
Morning Eucharist 

 
Sunday, 3rd October 2021 

 

Pentecost 19 
COCU59B 

1 
Here in this place new light is 
streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away, 
see, in this space, our fears and our 
dreamings, 
brought here to you in the light of this 
day 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of your 
name. 

2 
We are the young, our lives are a 
mystery; 
we are the old, who yearn for your 
face; 
we have been sung throughout all of 
history, 
called to be light to the whole human 
race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 26 
1 Vindicate me, O Lord, 
   for I have walked in my integrity, 
   and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.  
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
   test my heart and mind.  
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, 
   and I walk in faithfulness to you.  
 
4 I do not sit with the worthless, 
   nor do I consort with hypocrites;  
5 I hate the company of evildoers, 
   and will not sit with the wicked.  
 
6 I wash my hands in innocence, 
   and go around your altar, O Lord,  
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 
   and telling all your wondrous deeds.  
 
8 O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 
   and the place where your glory abides.  
9 Do not sweep me away with sinners, 
   nor my life with the bloodthirsty,  
10 those in whose hands are evil devices, 
   and whose right hands are full of bribes.  
 
11 But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
   redeem me, and be gracious to me.  
12 My foot stands on level ground; 
   in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.  
 

3 
Here we will take of the wine and 
the water, 
here we will take the bread of new 
birth, 
here you shall call your sons and 
your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt of the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of 
compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to 
fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that 
are true. 

4 
Not in the dark of buildings 
confining, 
not in some heaven light years 
away, 
but here in this space, the new light 
is shining, 
now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in, and hold us for ever; 
gather us in, and make us your 
own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our 
bone. 
  

Marty Haugen 1950- 
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Communion is shared 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
May the welcome we have received at this table be the welcome we 
extend to others. May the grace we have received at this table be the 
grace known by all in need. May the wholeness we find in Christ be the 
wholeness found by those diminished by the struggle.  May your peace 
prevail in all things, everywhere.    
Amen. 
 
WORDS OF MISSION AND BLESSING  The candles are extinguished.  
Happy are those who know they are forgiven! 
Go out with a light heart and fresh with hope, 
knowing that God’s love surrounds you, 
covers you with grace and strengthens you to meet all challenges to your 
true nature.  
God be with you, not as judge but as light and guide.  
Christ be with you, the free gift of grace. 
Spirit be with you, to lead you not into temptation 
but towards the abundant life that is your inheritance, children of the 
living God.  
Amen 
 
God’s peace be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
The sign of the peace is exchanged. 
 

 
Please help us to comply with COVID-SAFE Regulations  

by wiping areas you have touched on the pews.   
Thank you for your assistance.  
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After supper he took the cup and again giving thanks he gave it to his 
friends saying: “This is my blood of the new covenant which is shed 
for you and for all people for the remission of sins. Do this as often 
as you drink it in remembrance of me.” 
 

And now, every time we eat bread like this, and every time we drink wine 
like this, we remember Jesus – his faithfulness,  
his compassion, his indiscriminate love, his costly grace, 
and his courageous commitment to the righteousness of God. 
 
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
God be with you.  
And also with you. 
Open your hearts.  
We open our hearts to God.  
Let us give thanks to God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
In beginning, Imaginative God, you brought creation into being, 
subjecting chaos to your will. You breathed hope into all creation. You 
spoke to our ancestors, inviting them to walk in your integrity, but their 
hearts became hardened by the sweet words of seduction. In your 
steadfast love, Jesus came to be amongst us, so that we might receive 
your kingdom of peace and redemption as your children. So, with those 
who gather around tables of peace and hope in every corner of our 
world, we offer our praise: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE CONSECRATION  
God, may this bread connect us more closely with you and with our 
neighbours near and far. Bless this bread, that it may be the life of Christ 
within us. May this fruit of the vine remind us of the inter-connectedness 
of people around the world. Bless this cup that it may be the life of Christ 
within us. Bread from the earth and fruit from the vine, they are gifts to 
us of God’s presence. May this simple meal bring us into union with you, 
your people, and our world, united in the one body of Christ. Amen.  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The one whom the universe could not contain, 
 is present to us in this bread of life. 
  The bread is broken 
The one who redeemed us and called us by name  
 now meets us in this cup of compassion. 
  The cup is lifted 
 

The gifts of God, for the people of God. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Healing God, we come before you:  
broken - yet seeking wholeness; isolated - yet seeking community;  
overwhelmed - yet seeking simplicity; shamed - yet seeking grace:  
God, we yearn for the healing you promise.  
God of justice, we come before you:  
selfish - yet seeking a generous heart; arrogant - yet seeking humility;  
responsible for injustices - yet seeking forgiveness:  
God, we yearn for the justice you promise.  
God of peace, we come before you:  
afraid - yet seeking assurance, agitated - yet seeking serenity;  
angry - yet seeking a forgiving heart:  
God, we yearn for the peace you promise.  
 
A silence is kept.  
 
WORD OF ASSURANCE (adapted from Psalm 32) 
The forgiveness of God be upon you; the peace of Christ rest upon you; 
the grace of the Holy Spirit be the gift which is placed in your life, this day 
and forever. Amen.  
 
BIBLE READINGS: 
Job 1:  1, 2:  1-10 
11There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That 
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away 
from evil.  
21One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the 
Lord. 2The Lord said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’ Satan 
answered the Lord, ‘From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.’ 3The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you 
considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He 
still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to 
destroy him for no reason.’ 4Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Skin for skin! 
All that people have they will give to save their lives. 5But stretch out your 
hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your 
face.’ 6The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, he is in your power; only spare 
his life.’   7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted 
loathsome sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his 
head. 8Job took a potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among 
the ashes.   9 Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still persist in your 
integrity? Curse God, and die.’ 10But he said to her, ‘You speak as any 
foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of 
God, and not receive the bad?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips. 
 

In this is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Mark 10:  2-16 
2 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife?’ 3He answered them, ‘What did Moses command 
you?’ 4They said, ‘Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 
and to divorce her.’ 5But Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of 
heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 
creation, “God made them male and female.” 7“For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two 
shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’  
10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 
11He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery.’ 
13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch 
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, 
he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it.’ 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them.  
 

The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
HYMN:  TiS 648   Help us accept each other 

1 
Help us accept each other 
as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, 
each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us 
and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted 
and meant to love and live. 
 
2 
Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, 
as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human 
and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, 
for all not just for some, 
to love them as we find them 
or as they may become. 
 
 

3 
Let your acceptance change us, 
so that we may be moved 
in living situations 
to do the truth in love; 
to practise your acceptance 
until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness 
and laughter’s healing art. 
 
4 
Lord, for today’s encounters 
with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, 
for righteousness and bread, 
we need new eyes for seeing, 
new hands for holding on: 
renew us with your Spirit; 
Lord, free us, make us one! 
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OFFERING 
Offerings can be given via the Offering Box at the East Porch Door, or 
electronically – BSB: 035-006 (Westpac) Account Number: 224080 (Pilgrim 
Church UCA) Lodgement Reference: Offering 
We give thanks also for the generous provision of grocery items provided 
each week by the congregation in our food donations box  (also by the 
East Door), distributed to disadvantaged people. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Loving God, 
receive these gifts as tokens of our openness to your ways.  
In our own acts of freely giving, we recognise anew 
your free gift of grace and how it guides us in your ways. 
Bless these gifts to carry your grace to those in need or worry. Amen 
 
OUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Loving God, we know the times we feel exposed and vulnerable to lesser 
ways of being. We pray for those who are caught in vicious cycles that 
have no grace in them. We pray for those who feel diminished in their 
personhood through illness, dis-ease, and difference.  
 

Prayers are offered (this is my prayer/this is our prayer) 
 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  
 
COMMUNION 
 
THE INVITATION 
Christ invites us all to this sacred feast. As we gather this morning, we 
remember our brothers and sisters from above and below the equator, 
from every time zone around the world. As today’s sunlight inches across 
land and sea, Christians gather to celebrate their place in God’s family. All 
are invited and all are welcome!  
 
THE INSTITUTION 
We remember the words from our tradition: 
On the night that Jesus was betrayed while sharing a meal with his 
friends he took bread, after giving thanks he broke it and gave it to them 
saying: “Take eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 


