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… renewing all creation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIGHTING OUR COMMUNITY CANDLES 
 
GATHERING 
In gathering today in this sacred space, 
      we kindle the flame. 
For the opportunity to be together, 
       to remember the past, 
       to be open to a changing future, 
       to be alive in our present… 
For the season of Pentecost,  
       which reminds us that love is our greatest challenge, 
       we bear the flame of Christ’s community. 

9.30am 
Community Worship 

 

Sunday, 7th October, 2018 
 

Pentecost 20 
COCU59B 

The church is fitted with a hearing loop which covers the body of the church. To receive 
most benefit, hearing aid wearers are advised to switch their hearing aid to T-setting. 
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 SONG   Creator God, abundant life your mark 
[Tune: TiS 455 “Sine Nomine” Ralph Vaughan Williams] 

 

Creator God, abundant life your mark, 
You once poured speech into the formless dark 
And from those words sprang forth a living spark 
Your inspiration - Awoke creation 
 

Throughout this world, in which we live and move, 
All that we sense below, around, above 
Displays the imprint of your longing love 
Its revelation - Throughout creation. 
 

But yet the earth is fractured, frayed and torn, 
Poisoned, polluted, ravaged, scarred and worn 
Its treasures plundered and its beauties scorned 
Our transformation - Of God’s creation. 
 

From blight and guilt, we cannot walk away 
Our will and actions shape the world today 
And ours the greed, insisting on its way, 
Whose depredations - Despoil creation. 
 

Come Holy Spirit, challenge mind and heart! 
Inspire our living so that we will start 
To make those choices which may yet impart 
Love’s liberation  - To your creation. 
 

We pledge to touch all things with holy care 
Until your coming Kingdom ends despair 
Then all the world will witness and will share 
The jubilation - Of healed creation. 

[© Pat Bennett, printed with permission of Christian Ecology Link] 
 
WELCOME and COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
A READING FROM OUR JUDEAO-CHRISTIAN TRADITION 
Genesis 1:1-5; 26-31 
 
RESPONSE 
For myths that touch our hearts 
For songs that tell our lives 
For words that challenge and change us 
We give thanks. 
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 worship.  Thanks also to Judy Homberg and our musicians, to Ruth 
Farrent who led our singing, and to Allan Forbes who piloted the AV desk. 

Copyright material © CAL ST5772 
 
 

Please share in refreshments in the Pilgrim Hall after the service. 
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 OFFERING PRAYER 
Ever-creating God, 
we offer these gifts as links to each other and to others. 
May our offerings help us to care for your awe-inspiring creation, 
responding with energy and integrity to the needs around us. 
Receive our gifts, and us with them, 
that together we may be your gift to the world.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING AND SENDING OUT 
In our gathering together, we have remembered 
that the whole creation is held in the hand of God 
and that the whole creation is filled with the life of God; 
that the whole creation has been restored by the work of God 
and that the whole creation is flooded with the Spirit of God; 
that the whole creation will be renewed according to the promise of 
God 
and that the whole creation reflects the glory of God 
from eternity to eternity. 
 

So now we go from this place back into the world, 
to proclaim the transforming love of God, 
in word and action, in challenge and compassion, 
to all creation. 
 

And we go in the confidence that comes from knowing that 
Christ's limitless grace, 
God's infinite love, 
and the Holy Spirit's relentless companionship, 
always encompass us, 
and are always within us.   Amen.     [John van de Laar – 
adapted] 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
THE SIGN OF THE PEACE IS EXCHANGED. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This service was prepared by Greg Elsdon and Jeff Telfer. 
We are grateful to our visitor Jesicca Morthorpe for her contribution to our 
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 EXPRESSING OUR GRATITUDE 
    … and ACKNOWLEDGING WHO WE ARE 
 
O God who gives birth  
to all that we see, all that we know, all that we dream,  
and all that is unseen, unknown and unimagined, 
We celebrate your life that holds and nurtures the universe, 
we celebrate your love which joins creation as one 
and unites all things with you; 
We give thanks for your life which is incarnated in Christ 
and which is revealed in every created being; 
We savour your presence which is limitless and welcoming, 
and your Spirit which fills every moment of time 
and every fragment of matter. 
 

But even as we receive again your vision of life, 
we recognise that we have been blind to its universal heartbeat; 
Even as we remember the connectedness of all things, 
we acknowledge that we have divided and separated ourselves, 
and forgotten our part in your creation; 
Even as we are energised by your breath within us, 
we confess our destructiveness,  
and repent of the harm we have done to ourselves and our world. 
For the sake of Jesus,  
the firstborn of all creation, 
who, in death, disarmed all that is evil, 
and, in resurrection, stripped death of power, 
We ask you to recreate us, to reconnect us,  
and to restore to us the vision of your life in creation, 
and the power to live it. 
Amen.               [John van de Laar – adapted] 
 
SONG  Creator God, we praise you 

[Tune: TiS 413 “All for Jesus”, John Stainer] 
 

Great creator God we praise you 
God of beauty, God of seed; 
Warmth and water 
Growth and produce 
You sustain us, meet our need. 
 

We confess we waste and squander 
Poison earth, pollute the air; 
Fell the forests 
Thin the ozone 
Greedily we fail our share. 
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 Lord we ask you for forgiveness 
Thank you for our harvest store; 
New resources  
Fresh provision 
Generous God, you give us more. 
 

Here we pledge ourselves to action 
Challenge methods, change our ways; 
Share our wealth 
Respect our planet 
Gracious Father, for your praise.       ©Mary Elizabeth 
Sparkes 
AN EARLY WORD 
Jeff Telfer and Jessica Morthorpe 

[Jessica is the Founder and Director Five Leaf Eco-Awards & Uniting Earth Advocate Uniting NSW/ACT] 

 
SONG TiS 668 Touch the earth lightly 

[Words: Shirley Erena Murray  Music: Colin Gibson] 

A READING FROM OUR GOSPEL TRADITION Mark 10:  2-16 
 

… and a brief reflection on ‘power’, and receiving the Reign of God 

as gift 

“Each of the interconnected threads in a tapestry contributes to 
the beautiful pattern of the whole – so too in creation. This has 
huge implications for how we live on this planet, and for our 
theology and spirituality”.         [Source: Br. Kevin McDonnell] 

1 
Touch the earth lightly, 
use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, 
ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will 
bear. 
 
2 
We who endanger, 
who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that 
live, 
we who would foster 
clouds of disaster, 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

3 
Let there be greening, 
birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is 
sweet, 
health in God’s garden, 
hope in God’s children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 
 
4 
God of all living, 
God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the 
sun, 
teach us, deflect us, 
Christ re-connect us, 
using us gently and making us one. 
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A PRAYER FOR PLANET EARTH 
Good and Gracious God, 
Source of the evolving Universe, 
Source of all Life, 
All creation is charged with your Divine Energy. 
Ignite your Spark within us, 
That we may know ourselves 
As truly human and holy, 
Irrevocably part of the Web of Life. 
All creation 
– each star and every flower, 
– each drop of water and every person, 
– each and every atom, down to its very electrons, 
explodes with the revelation 
of your sacred mystery. 
Our minds alone cannot fathom such splendour, 
Our hearts can only respond in awe, praise and gratitude. 
Forgive us, we pray, our ignorance 
And insecurities which 
– blind us to your Thumbprint writ large, 
– deafen us to the sacred space 
– between two heartbeats, 
– prompt us in arrogance to demand and dominate, 
– numb us to the destruction we’ve caused, 
– hold us hostage to “either-or” thinking and living. 
May we always walk gently upon this earth, 
– in right relationship, 
– nurtured by your Love, 
– taking only what we need, 
– giving back to the earth in gratitude, 
– honoring all with reverence, 
– reconciling and healing, 
– mindful of those who will come after, 
– recognizing our proper place as part of, 
not apart from, your creation. 
Grant us the strength and courage, we pray, 
For such radical transformation into your Kin-dom. 
Then we, too, with the very stones will shout, “HOSANNA.” 
 

[Michelle Balek, OSF] 
 

SONG SfP 10 Follow the Songlines 
 

The Offering will be taken up during this song 
 


