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Wait with us as we seek to understand our part 
in the well-being of those who wait for love. 
Watch over them as they hope for a world that cares enough to act 
with a new justice and compassion. 
Give to us here an energy and passion for good change 

and a faithfulness so that we never give up, 
even when we cannot see the way ahead. 
Grant to us a spirit of adventure, Loving God, 
as we walk together towards our dreams of a better world. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (printed inside cover of hymn book) 
 

HYMN 31  Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
 

WORDS OF MISSION AND BENEDICTION 

Let us leave this place in joyful expectation, 
carrying with us the stories of our salvation, 
that the world may know the Christ and be glad. 
 

And may God the Creator spread joy across the universe, 
Christ, the One who is coming, stand waiting to enter 

and the Spirit hum the first notes of the celebration. Amen. 
 

You are invited to be seated for the playing of the postlude,  
or to leave at this point without disturbing those who wish to listen. 
 

POSTLUDE  Improvisation 

 

Please stand as the Bible is taken from the church. 
  

Presiding Minister   Rev Jana Norman 

Scripture Reader   Peter Trevaskis  

Organist  & Choir Director Peter Kelsall  
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Organ Scholar   Alexander Paine 
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Please join us for tea or coffee and fellowship in the Lounge  

after the service. 

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent 1                                     30 November 2014 

 

The church is fitted with a hearing loop which covers the body of the church.  
Hearing aid wearers are advised to switch their aid to T-setting.  
 
THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

  
The people are invited to stand for the entrance of the Bible. 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Matin Responsory 
       Adapted from G.P. da Palestrina 1525-1594 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 32 O come, O come Emmanuel 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
In the spirit of Advent, 
we watch for the signs of that which is to come. 
We look for them here in this place, 
held within our midst in promises of joy. 
Make your presence known to us, 
God of promise, God of joy. 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

In the beginning 

darkness covered the face of the deep. 
And God was present in that darkness. 
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When the sun is shadowed 

when the moon and stars are hidden from our eyes 

we trust that darkness 

to be full of newness and hope. 
God of light and darkness 

we light this first Advent candle 

to affirm the presence of God as hope. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Waiting and watching are not always our strong suits. 
Sometimes we long for instant solutions 

and refuse to pause and listen for truth. 
Sometimes we are so impatient 
that we decide without allowing for inspiration. 
May we be patient, with ourselves and each other. 
 

Hope is often hard to hold. 
We become depressed and discouraged 

and turn away from hope; let go of promises. 
 

silence for reflection 
 

The promises of God are wider than the ocean, 
deeper than the earth and higher than the skies. 
Grace will never fail us. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

We need never wait for acceptance, 
nor long for forgiveness: 
Christ has promised, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

And so we go on in peace. 
Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

The children are invited to go with Jenny to the Lounge for special activities.   
 

READING   Isaiah 64:  1-9 
 

Choral Response  Adam lay ybounden      Howard Skempton b. 1947 

 
READING   Isaiah 60:  1-5a 
 

Choral Response  Carol of the Advent                  Besançon trad. 
 
READING   Isaiah 11:  1-9 
 

Choral Response  Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen    
                     arr. M. Praetorius 1571-1621 
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HYMN 26   Hark a thrilling voice is sounding 
 
SERMON 
 

HYMN 28   Hark! What a sound 
 

During the singing of this hymn our offering will be received.   
Please remain standing for the dedication prayer. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bless our gifts to be a sign of hope 

to a world in need. Amen 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 
 

READING   Isaiah 9: 2-7 
 

Choral Response  O Thou the central orb     Charles Wood 1866-1926 
 
 

Please stand for the gospel 
 

A reading from the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord 

 

GOSPEL READING Mark 13:  24-37 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Choral Response  Zion hears the watchmen’s voices 

                    arr. J.S.Bach 1685-1750 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Prayer is an act of hope: 
hope for inspiration 

hope for communion with one another 

hope for consolation and renewal. 
We enter a time of prayer 

to collect our hopes for ourselves, for others, for our world. 
These are those for whom we hope today: 
 

silence for prayer 
 

Add your prayers to ours, Holy Spirit, 
stretch our wisdom and expand our hope. 


