Matthew 22:1-14

Jesus tells a parable of a king inviting guests to his son’s wedding. When the
guests refuse to come, the king responds in anger and violence, but then
invites those who would not normally be welcomed to come to the feast.
Following the other parables of the last few weeks, this invitation is a clear
indictment against the religious leaders who should have been willing to
accept God's invitation into God’s reign, but who refuse. The king’s response
in the parable must not be taken literally as God'’s response to the leaders, but
it does serve to indicate that God does not simply accept their rejection of
Christ. Then, there is the further shock of the person who is rejected for
having the wrong clothes. This would indicate that entrance into God'’s reign
requires us to adopt the “clothes” (the ways of being) of God'’s reign. The
invitation is open to all, but we only experience God's life when we allow
God'’s reign into us. With that as the background, then, we can see both the
invitation and the confrontation of God’s reign.

Again, Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for
his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other
slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.'
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves,
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding
banquet.' Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled
with guests. "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed
a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are
chosen."

COCUGOA Readings

It can be hard to hold both confrontation and invitation together as we
seek to follow Jesus in the world. It is all too easy to emphasise
confrontation, judge those with whom we disagree, stand against our
opponents and embrace some form of violence in order to achieve our
goals — and then, even though our goals may be good, or in line with
God'’s reign, we end up becoming the same as what we oppose. On
the other hand it is all too easy to emphasise God’s invitation, be
naive about evil, and run the risk of bringing those who need
protection into harm’s way because the ones who threaten them are
allowed to continue unchecked. It is crucial then, that we hold these
two elements of the Gospel together, recognising that God’s reign
does not seek only to bring all people in, but seeks also to get in to all
people. It is important that we follow Jesus’ lead in confronting evil
and those who perpetrate it. It is important that we hold ourselves and
others accountable to God’s standards of grace and justice and
peace. However, it is also important that we follow Jesus’ lead in
welcoming all people, especially the excluded, marginalised and
vulnerable. It is important that, like Jesus, we seek to bring grace and
healing, justice and basic survival requirements to those who need it.
It is impossible to work for justice effectively unless we do both. And
s0, this week (in 2020 this is also the Federal budget week), we find
ourselves challenged to stand against systems, leaders (political,
economic, or religious) and structures in the name of justice, equality
and peace. We may do this by speaking out, by writing letters and
joining campaigns, by praying and living in ways that demonstrate the
qualities of God’s reign. But, we also find ourselves challenged to
stand with those who are excluded, hurting, marginalised, stereotyped
and oppressed. With the unemployed, under-employed and those
living with redundancy. We can work at grass roots level to meet the
needs of those who struggle, by joining with those who protest
injustice, by giving of our resources to help those in need, or by simply
developing relationships with those who need to be welcomed.
Naturally, both invitation and confrontation happen together — often
simultaneously — and we cannot help but seek to find our peace in
both modes of living out the Gospel. Grace, then, is not “soft” or
“cheap”. It is powerful and transforming if only we allow Jesus to
teach us how to live it.

(John van de Laar, Sacredise)



Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 A psalm of confession

Praise the LORD! O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

Who can utter the mighty doings of the LORD,

or declare all God’s praise?

Happy are those who observe justice,

who do righteousness at all times.

Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people; help
me when you deliver them; that | may see the prosperity of your
chosen ones, that | may rejoice in the gladness of your nation, that |
may glory in your heritage.

Both we and our ancestors have sinned.

They made a calf at Horeb and worshipped a cast image. They
exchanged the glory of God for the image of an ox that eats grass.
They forgot God, their Saviour.

God had done great things in Egypt, wondrous works in the land of
Ham, and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. Therefore he said he
would destroy them - had not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the
breach before him, to turn away his wrath from destroying them.

Philippians 4:1-9

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. | urge
Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes,
and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book

of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Exodus 32:1-14

While Moses is on the mountain with God, the people, struggling with how
long he has been gone, ask Aaron to make them gods. He agrees, takes their
gold jewellery and makes a golden calf which the people then worship, even
though he tries to remind them that their celebration is “to the Lord”.

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the
mountain, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come,
make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him." Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold rings that are
on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring
them to me." So they took off the gold rings from their ears, and
brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a
mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, "These are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" When
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclaimed,
"Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD." They rose early the next
day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well- being;
and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. The
LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have
been quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they
have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!'" The LORD said to Moses, "I
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone,
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume
them; and of you | will make a great nation." But Moses implored, "O
LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them
from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own
self, saying to them, 'l will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever."" And the LORD’s mind
was changed about the disaster that was planned upon the people.



