Song: SfP 22 Here we are, send us ‘ 9 Boa m

1. Gather Your people, God of our land, . .
Speak in the language hearts understand, Com mun Ity WO rSh | p
Sharpen our senses, widen our screen

Till we discern and do what you mean.

Chorus: for here we are Sunday, Ist September 2019

ready to be Pll rim
touched by the Glory : g Pentecost 12
fired by the Story, Uniting Church COCUS4C
open to what You say,
send us out, day by day.
The church is fitted with a hearing loop which covers the body of the church. To receive
2. Good news will travel, we can go far most benefit, hearing aid wearers are advised to switch their hearing aid to T-setting.
trusting your Spirit, tracking Your star,
Christ as our mindset, moving us on,

crossing the boundaries where he has gone. Season of Creation: Week 1
Chorus
. Apprehend God in all things,

3. Muster our talents, make us in deed for God is in all things.
change-agent people, sowing new seed, Every single creature is full of God
policy-makers, mapping Your scheme, and is a book about God.
peacemaker people, living the dream. Every creature is a word of God.
Chorus

Community candles are lit
4. Holy transformer, take what we hold,

human resources, rich seams of gold, Opening Prayer

turn to Your purpose all we possess, The sun rises and will set

gladly we offer, gladly say “Yes!” And you are there God

Chorus The day begins and the day ends

And you are there God

The rain falls and the sun shines

And you are there God

We breath in and we breath out

And you are there God

Our heart beats and our eyelids blink
And you are there God

We say this and we do that

And you are there God
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Deepest home and final truth

We live and move in you
Lover of ten thousand names
Holy presence all have known
Beauty ever welcoming
Mystery to stir the soul

We live and move in you
Nature by whose laws we live
Author of our dna
All-compelling call to life
Drawing one and all the same

We live and move in you
Energy of heav'nly spheres
Spark within the insect mind
Unseen pulse to charge our plans
Bringing order and surprise

We live and move in you
Call to kindness, call to serve
Freedom for our chosen course
Guide and friend for all who dream
Nourished by our ground and source

We live and move in you (Music and word's: Richard Bruxvoort
Colligan)

The One who made our world and shaped our souls is here

- around us, among us, within us

breathing, beckoning, giving, gathering

claiming, calling.

Here, we can be community.

Breathe deeply. Listen hopefully. Look carefully.

God is around us and with us.

The world dances in wild abandon to the rhythms of God.

All is a gift from God. Let us receive with wonder and awe.

Song: TiS 187 Let all creation dance

Welcome

Acknowledgement of Land

Early word

Confession

Creator God, God of the oceans,

God of the land and all that is within it: You created this world with the
power of your word.

You formed humankind with your own hands and breathed your own
breath into us.

Song: SMS5 At the table of the world
Words: Brian Wren
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At the table of the world, At the table of the world,
some have plenty, some have some have horror, some have scorn.
none. At the table of our God,
At the table of our God, all are welcomed and acclaimed.
all are plentifully fed. Chorus:
Chorus: 3.
Blow among us, Spirit of God, Set the table of our God,

fill us with your courage and care.  in the church and in the world.

Hurricane and Breath, 'Til the children, fed and loved,

take us on a journey of love! taste and see that life is good.
Chorus:



We are grateful to the musicians who lead our music and singing, this
week led by Norm Inglis and Alison McDougall. We are grateful to Peter
Russell for his work on the A-V desk and preparation of the powerpoint.
We are grateful to Dr Deidre Palmer for her wisdom and leadership. We

are grateful that our community is vibrant and compassionate.
Everyone is welcome to the hall after the service to enjoy refreshments
and an opportunity to chat with old friends and new.

You gave us these lands as a gift- a source of our identity and
sustenance.

you empowered us to be the stewards of what you have made.
Loving God,

we have failed you and abused the gift you have given us.

We have offended you and defiled what you have made.

Forgive us for betraying your trust.

Forgive us for our greed and arrogance.

Forgive us for what we have done to your earth.

Forgive us for what we have done to your oceans.

Forgive us for what we have done to your creatures,

on the land, in the sky and in the depths.

Hear, O God of Compassion:

The cries of the land have become a desert; land laid barren through
corrupt agricultural practices, pollution, mining and deforestation.
The cries of islands are drowning in the rising seas,

oceans that rise with the melting of the ice.

The cries of distress from Mother Earth- storm and drought.

God of Life, heal your wounded earth.

Empower us to choose the road that leads to life.

Guide us in the paths of righteousness for your name's sake

So that we may experience once again your Shalom in the land and in the
sea.

This we ask in the name of the one who came that we may have life in

abundance, your Son, our Saviour Jesus the Christ. Amen.
(a prayer by Rev James Bhagwan, Fiji, 2012; President, Pacific Conference of Churches)

Song: SMS5 At the table of the world (see page 7)

Reading: Luke 14: 1,7-14
Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16

Witnhess: Dr Deidre Palmer

Commitment: Week1

(adapted from a statement prepared by the 2079 UCA President’s Conference in Fiji)
‘For God so loved the cosmos' (John 3: 16)
‘The good news of Christ is for the whole of creation and we are one with
all creation in Christ’ (Col 1: 23)
We gather in solidarity with our sisters and brothers in the Pacific, to
bear witness and to draw courage from each other - where climate
change is most clearly seen, most clearly felt, by the people least
responsible for its progress.

We acknowledge:
our connection to the peoples of the Pacific, whose lands and hearts
are bound by deep, blue Pacific waters.



We acknowledge:
we are part of the Pacific, a liquid continent where islands are
connected and sustained by the ocean currents.

We acknowledge:

the need to listen again to the voices of our sisters and brothers, our
friends, fellow members of the Body of Christ, the most vulnerable
and most impacted, who also demonstrate great resilience,
determination, hopefulness and commitment to work for change

We acknowledge:
the challenge to hear and be inspired by God's call to costly
discipleship

We lament:
the effects of the human side of greed and particularly its effects on
this planet, our home.

Song: TiS 668 Touch the earth lightly

Prayers for Others

Introduction, followed by a period of silence

Good God, Creator of the world, draw us into prayer and celebration as we
gather to remember the gifts of your earth and the stewardship you have
entrusted to us as tillers and tenders in your image. We know that in the
gathering of the people, power is present among us; your Holy Spirit stirs
and moves and gives us courage to remember that all good gifts come
first from you.

We praise you for this creation in the words of the Psalmist, sung by our
ancestors in faith for generations: "God speaks: the heavens are made;
God breathes: the stars shine. God bottles the waters of the sea and
stores them in the deep. All earth, be astounded, stand in awe of God."
Keep us faithful to this gathering in faith and "bless this vine your right

hand has planted." Now and forever, Amen.
(Source: Liturgy materials used on Earth Day 1997 at Seattle University, provided by Earth
Ministry)

Response

Consider Creation

All people of the earth, each and every nation

Arise and rejoice at the continued creation

Of beauty, of springtime, the yearly rebirth

Of our protector, our home, our own Mother Earth!
Who despite our apparent lack of care

Creates bountiful splendor for all to share

From mountain tops to the deepest sea

All wonderful earthly miracles bursting free!

Yet this miracle of renewal requires the helping hand
Of the people to replenish and renew the land

From the largest of cities to the most remote farms
To unite in spirit and with the strongest arms.
Become a midwife to the birth of each flower
A guardian of our resources hour by hour
We must learn to take time to appreciate

The miracles which we did not create.

For God has given this wonderful treasure
And its preservation will be the measure

Of people who recognize and will celebrate
The birth of each season before it's too late.
In citizenship, in willingness to toil

We must bend our backs and tend the soil

In stewardship, arise and applaud the worth
Of the wondrous marvel of our Living Earth!

Consider creation. . .. Consider it now.
(Source: Season of Creation website, service from August 1992, "Coming to See”)

Song: SfP 22 Here we are, send us  (see page 8)
(the offering will be collected during this song)

Prayer of Dedication

We make our offerings, small and large, with the hope and confidence
that all we do,

all we offer, all we say, all we think, and all we hope, will take root in this
world and be the source of new expressions of God’s love, of God's
justice, of God's character, of God’'s mission,

and of God’s reign. May God's will be done on earth as it is in heaven

through us, alongside us, despite us, and for us. Amen.
(adapted from a prayer on Mustard Seed)

Words of Mission / Benediction
May God who is present in sunrise and nightfall
And in the crossing of the sea,
Guide your feet as you go.
May God who is with you when you sit
And when you stand,
Encompass you with love
And lead you by the hand.
May God who knows your path
And the places where you rest
Be with you in your waiting
Be your good news for the sharing
And lead you in the way that is everlasting.

God's peace be with you
And also with you.

A sign of peace is shared.



