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All songs are unannounced
* Indicates leader speaking – other words are to guide you through the service

The setting: Candles are arranged in several locations around the church. 


Gathering

Lighting of the Christ candle 
The Christ candle, which we light for the first time at Easter each year, reminds us that even when the night is very dark, whether in our own life or in the life of humanity, Christ’s love is a fire that never goes out. 
GATHERING
Welcome
Acknowledgement of land 

News from the community: who we are in community and what do we do 
We light the candles from the Christ candle – many different places, many different sizes. A reminder that Christ’s love extends to all, many ages and stages, and places. 

SINGING, LISTENING , PRAYING


Song: Bless the Lord, my soul (repeat 3x) 


Bless the Lord, my soul

And bless God’s holy name


Bless the Lord, my soul

Who leads me into life.  (sung 3x)

The psalms place us in the great communion of all believers. Our joys and sorrows, our trust in God, our thirst and even our anguish find expression in the psalms.

* Psalm for the day: Psalm 1 
There are always many pathways in front of us. We see some people take pathways that turn out to be destructive and unhealthy. But our happiness and well-being depends on us taking the pathways that keep us connected with the best purposes and with the best spirit. 

Lord, how good it will be for those who turn a deaf ear to the advocates of greed; who steer clear of corrupt short-cuts;.and avoid those who sneer at goodness. How good it will be for those who relish God’s ways. May they find calmness in mind.

Song: Magnificat
My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour


Magnificat, magnificat,
Magnificat anima mea dominum, 
Magnificat, magnificat,
magnificat, anima mea dominum. (sung once)
Look carefully at the tree that flourishes beside the river – its leaves are healthy and it bears fruit in season. We can be like the tree. 

We can be strong and healthy,.like a redgum tree with its roots deep in a river bank, flowering abundantly every season,.and always laden with healthy leaves. Our lives can be full of vibrant life.

Song: Magnificat (sung once)

Yet, we can forget God’s ways and become like chaff blown in all directions by wind. God of all life has created in us a desire to be the best we can be. When we follow that desire, our whole being is strongly affirmed. 

God keeps a protective eye on all who walk a straight path of peace and justice. 


Song: Magnificat (sung once)


©2002 Nathan Nettleton www.laughingbird.net (adapted); Frances Macnab, A fine wind is blowing, p.2, adapted
Gospel

* Reading for the day (Mark 9:33-37) 
33Jesus and the disciples came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

Silence

When we try to express communion with God in words, our minds quickly come up short. Remaining in silence in God’s presence, open to the Holy Spirit, is already prayer. The road to contemplation is not one of achieving inner silence at all costs by following some technique that creates a kind of emptiness within. If, instead, with a childlike trust we let Christ pray silently within us, then we may discover that the depths of our being are inhabited by a Presence. 

We hold a silence for 5 minutes, and the gentle sound of chimes will return us to community. 

Song: O Lord hear my prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer,
O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer,
Lord, hear my prayer.
Come and listen to me (sung 3 x)
* Intercessions 
Praying for others widens our prayer - we offer the joys and hopes, sorrows and sufferings, of the whole human family, in all its diversity. 
Holy Spirit, Spirit of peace, through our prayer, make us attentive to those around us.
A silence is held, concluding with the sound of the triangle. 
Holy Spirit, Spirit of life, lead us to share and to live in solidarity with others.
A silence is held…..

Holy Spirit, Spirit of love, calm the sufferings of all those living in desolation, homelessness and with minimal hope A silence is held……

Holy Spirit, Spirit of strength, give courage to all peoples, especially to the young people living in countries at war; may they somehow keep alive the hope of a better future and be witnesses of peace.
A silence is held……
Holy Spirit, Spirit of wisdom, inspire the hearts of all those who exercise power and responsibility for the peoples of the earth.
A silence is held…….
Song: The kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Taize)

The kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom. (sung 3x)
HOLY COMMUNION

People are shaped by story, by narrative. When we want to get to know a person, we listen to their story. When we hear stories again and again, we are shaped and re-shaped as the stories are told and re-told. Here in Christian community we are shaped by the story of Jesus. 

* Today, the story of the Last Supper and our communion liturgy will largely be done through music, ritual and gesture. 

We give thanks for God’s faithfulness…..


Song: In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I will rejoice, 
look to God, do not be afraid, 
lift up your voices the Lord is near, 
lift up your voices, the Lord is here (repeat 3 x)
We remember......

Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it: he said it was like his body, an offering of self, broken…. And he handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat.
Long ago, our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup of wine, offered thanks for it; He said it was like his blood, a pouring out of his very being….And he gave it to his friends. 

Song: Wait for the Lord


Wait for the Lord, his day is near
Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart (sung 3 x)
We invite God’s Spirit to be present in our company, and in the communion elements, that God’s Spirit will be poured out upon these gifts of the bread and the cup, that they might become the life of Christ in us.
Song: Holy Spirit come to us


Holy Spirit, come to us

Kindle in us 
the fire of your love

Holy Spirit, come to us

Holy Spirit, come to us
(sung 3x)

We share together, we serve each other

Song: Eat this bread 


Eat this bread, drink this cup,
come to me and never be hungry.  
Eat this bread, drink this cup,
trust in me and you will not thirst (sung 3 x)
* Let us receive what we are; let us become what we receive. The body of Christ. 

Communion is distributed. Please find a serving point closest to you. All are welcome to share in communion. Please serve the person behind you with the bread before dipping your own bread into the goblet of juice. Gluten free wafers will be available from the central serving point. 
God of grace, you renew us at our table with the bread of life. 
May this food strengthen us in love, and help us to serve you in each other. Amen. 

Song: Come and fill our hearts


Come and fill our hearts with your peace

You alone, O Lord, are holy
Come and fill our hearts with your peace

Alleluia! (sung 3 x)


* In the silence of our hearts a song rises up: God’s Holy Spirit will never leave us alone, but is a support and a comforter. By the presence of the Spirit, God is with us always. Thanks be to God!

WE RESPOND


Benediction
The love of God enfold you, the wisdom of Christ enlighten you, and fire of the Spirit inflame you; and may the blessing of the holy triune God rest upon you and abide with you, now and ever more. Amen. 

Passing the peace
God’s peace be with you. And also with you. The peace is exchanged. 

All songs are from the Taize community. 

