9.30am 	Reconciliation Sunday 		June 1st, 2014

The candles are lit

Today is recognized as Reconciliation Sunday in the Uniting Church. Reconciliation begins in the immense love of God, who has continually reached out to reconcile the whole creation to God. That love invites a response from all of us towards God and towards all people, including those from whom we are alienated. 

Today we gather to worship because here in this land - as Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians - we have A Destiny Together. In the Revised Preamble to the Constitution of the Uniting Church in Australia, we recognise that:  “through this land God had nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander peoples, who continue to understand themselves to be the traditional owners and custodians of these lands and waters since time immemorial”. 

We remember that: “After much struggle and debate, in 1994 the Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia discovered God’s call, accepted this invitation and entered into an ever deepening covenantal relationship with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. This was so that all may see a destiny together, praying and working together for a fuller expression of our reconciliation in Jesus Christ”. 


Gathering prayer
God of Holy Dreaming, Great Creator Spirit: from the dawn of creation you have given your children the good things of Mother Earth. In the vast desert and the dense forest and in the cities and at the water’s edge, creation sings your praises. 
Your presence endures as the rock at the heart of our Land. 

When Jesus hung on the tree you heard the cries of all your people and became one with your wounded ones: the convicts, the hunted, and the dispossessed. In Jesus we have been reconciled to God, to each other and with God’s creation. 
The risen life of Christ coloured the earth anew, and bathed it in glorious hope. 

Lead us on, Great Spirit. Enable us to walk together in trust and to be a forgiving and reconciling community: open to all peoples, languages and cultures. 
May it be so. Amen. 

Song: The Great Southland
Words (revised version) and Music: Geoff Bullock; verse 1: Denise Champion

This is Your nation, this is Your land,
A land of dreaming, a forgotten past:
A kindred people, willing to share,
This sacred land, this is our home.

This is the Great South-land
of the Holy Spirit.
A land of red dust plains
and summer rains,
And in this sunburnt land we have seen his love,
And to this Great South-land
His Spirit’s come.

This is Your nation, this is Your land,
This common future, this shared hope.
A land of reaping, a land of harvest,
This is Your land, this is our home.

Chorus:

This is your nation, this is your land,
This land of plenty, this land of hope.
The richest harvest is in her peoples
From age to age God’s Spirit’s come.

Chorus:

This is Your nation, this is Your land,
This “lucky country” of dreams gone dry.
And to all peoples there is a harvest
And to this land God’s Spirit’s come.

Chorus:

Welcome

Acknowledgement of land 
(we say together) We acknowledge the Kaurna people, the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather today. We acknowledge the wisdom of their Elders both past and present and pay respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people across all Australian communities. We pray, therefore, that in the power and wisdom of the Holy Spirit we might work together for reconciliation and justice in this land. 

Early Word 
The Preamble to the Uniting Church Constitution (see insert)

Adnyamathanha Children’s Story: The Gum Tree Couple (Wida Ardapa) 

Song: Source of our call

Reading/s: John 17: 1-11 

Witness Dr Rosemary Dewerse

Song: Follow the Songlines

Prayers for others (scrolling images for our contemplation and prayer)

As we conclude our prayers for others, please come forward with your offering – a tangible response to our prayers for others. Please remain at the front of the church seated in the front pews, or chairs available in the side chapel, or the front steps. 

Please consider giving to the special retiring offering today (or sometime in June in the specially marked envelopes) for the work of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress in its ministry to Aboriginal people. This year the Pilgrimage of Healing Appeal will focus on building developments for Oodnadatta Faith Community and Adelaide Congress Congregation at Salisbury. 

Prayer of Dedication: 
As we dedicate our offering and our prayers, we return to the place where we began, in the circular mode of listening and talking of the Aboriginal peoples. We pray for healing, forgiveness and restoration for all peoples who call Australia home. Cleanse us from the racism that lurks in the dark corners of our souls. We resolve that by the grace of God we shall strive to make good as much as we are able and to live differently so that our Aboriginal brothers and sisters may share equally with us in the bounty of this land. We pray that we will support in any way we can the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress, its ministers, elders and congregations as they minister to the spiritual, social, mental and emotional well-being of Aboriginal Australians. Bless and use these gifts and through the power of your Spirit move us to acts of true reconciliation and change us so that we might make a difference. Amen. 
Prayer from the liturgy provided by the Uniting Church SA at the time of the Prime Minister’s apology to the stolen generations. 

Let us stand and say the Reconciliation Prayer together 
As we pray this prayer together, we especially remember Rev Ken Sumner who is now heading NATSIEC* for the National Council of Churches in Australia. 
God of love, You are the creator of this land and all good things. 
We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history and the suffering of our peoples and we ask your forgiveness. 
We thank you for the survival of Indigenous cultures. Our hope is in you 
We pray for your strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another as you love us and forgive and accept us. 
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may build a better future for our nation. 
Teach us to respect all cultures. Teach us to care for our land and waters. 
Help us to share justly the resources of this land. 
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, especially the disadvantaged. 
Help our young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit. 
May your power and love be the foundations on which we build our families, our communities and our nation. Amen. 
© *NATSIEC, Adapted from words prepared by the Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group

Song: For you, deep stillness

Words of Mission: 
(different voices send us forth, each speaking one of the six sentences below)
People of God, go from here to live out the covenant into which we, the First and Second Peoples of this land, have entered with one another. 
Confront and challenge injustice wherever you see it. 
Act justly yourselves and insist that others do the same. 
Rejoice in the richness of our diverse cultures and learn from them. 
Celebrate and demonstrate the unity we share. 
Commit to worship, witness and serve as one people under God until God’s promised reconciliation of all creation is complete. 
Bless us, therefore, as we depart this place: give us a generous spirit, a kind heart, and the grace to walk alongside our Aboriginal sisters and brothers. Amen! 

The peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
The sign of the peace is passed among the community

The Preamble to the Uniting Church Constitution
As the Uniting Church believes God guided it into union so it believes that God is calling it to continually seek a renewal of its life as a community of First Peoples and of Second Peoples from many lands, and as part of that to recognise that: 
1. When the churches that formed the Uniting Church arrived in Australia as part of the process of colonisation they entered a land that had been created and sustained by the Triune God they knew in Jesus Christ. 
2. Through this land God had nurtured and sustained the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander peoples, who continue to understand themselves to be the traditional owners and custodians (meaning 'sovereign' in the languages of the First Peoples) of these lands and waters since time immemorial. 
3. The First Peoples had already encountered the Creator God before the arrival of the colonisers; the Spirit was already in the land revealing God to the people through law, custom and ceremony. The same love and grace that was finally and fully revealed in Jesus Christ sustained the First Peoples and gave them particular insights into God's ways. 
4. Some members of the uniting churches approached the First Peoples with good intentions, standing with them in the name of justice; considering their well being, culture and language as the churches proclaimed the reconciling purpose of the Triune God found in the good news about Jesus Christ. 
5. Many in the uniting churches, however, shared the values and relationships of the emerging colonial society including paternalism and racism towards the First Peoples. They were complicit in the injustice that resulted in many of the First Peoples being dispossessed from their land, their language, their culture and spirituality, becoming strangers in their own land. 
6. The uniting churches were largely silent as the dominant culture of Australia constructed and propagated a distorted version of history that denied this land was occupied, utilised, cultivated and harvested by these First Peoples who also had complex systems of trade and inter-relationships. As a result of this denial, relationships were broken and the very integrity of the Gospel proclaimed by the churches was diminished. 
7. From the beginning of colonisation the First Peoples challenged their dispossession and the denial of their proper place in this land. In time this was taken up in the community, in the courts, in the parliaments, in the way history was recorded and told, and in the Uniting Church in Australia. 
8. In 1985 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander members of the Uniting Church in Australia formed the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. 
9. In 1988 the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress invited the other members of the Church to join in a solemn act of covenanting before God. 
10. After much struggle and debate, in 1994 the Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia discovered God's call, accepted this invitation and entered into an ever deepening covenantal relationship with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. This was so that all may see a destiny together, praying and working together for a fuller expression of our reconciliation in Jesus Christ. 
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