Proper 22A/Ordinary 27A/Pentecost +16A

Welcome

God is revealed to us in many ways - through God’s creative love in nature and in people. With reverent awe we come to worship God.
 
The truths about God are spoken so fluently through God’s creative Word and Presence.
With joy and delight we gather to worship our God.
 
The reality of God’s creative Spirit can be experienced each day - in changed lives, and in sustained and renewed creation.
Praise be to the God who speaks to us in so many ways. 
We respond by offering our thoughts in worship and praise. Amen.
 © 2011 Joan Stott – ‘The Timeless Psalms’ RCL Psalms Year A. Used with permission.
Prayer of Praise and thankfulness based on Psalm 19
 
God of light and God of darkness, God of many words, God who does not need words. All creation sings your praise and the skies tell the same message day after day, night after night - wordless messages and tuneless songs of praise. Our human limitations prevent us from adequately describing the wonders of God, and we can only make do with words such as ‘speechless awe’ and in ‘breathless wonder’ of God. And so we sit in quiet reflection, and allow awe and wonder to permeate our being this morning. 
Quiet time for reflection
 
A personal reflection 

 
I am so grateful to God for the gifts of sight, hearing,
taste, speech, intelligence, understanding and emotion;
and that I have the spiritual capacity to come before God in worship and praise. Without some or all of these gifts,
my life would be diminished in many and various ways.
 
……Gratitude for all God’s gifts to me.
 
Using all these senses and capacities, enables me to see,
listen, feel and enjoy the wonders of God’s creation; the
glories of God’s majesty and love as experienced through
the warmth of the sun, that reminds me of the warmth of God’s love; the serenity of the moonlight, that encourages me to think about God’s peace; the sound of the early morning world, as it wakes to sing God’s praises; the taste of luscious fresh fruit, as I am reminded to ‘taste and see that the Lord is good.’
 
……The many dimensions of God.
 
As I meditate upon God, and the wonders that are all so much
a part of who and what God is, I am also reminded of the ‘mind’ of God, as I in my human frailty would name it; that part of who and what God is that is expressed not only in nature and the created world, but which is the very ‘essence’ of God. God, who challenges and dares me; God, who stirs my thoughts and feelings; God, who invites me to reach out to other people; God, who reminds me that I am part of a larger whole; a member of a community, a nation, a world, and even a universe. How can I responsibly live and relate to people and creation within that broadest of contexts?

…… The very essence of God challenges me.
 
How can I as a child of God live in God’s world without guidelines, without advice on the way to best live in community with others? God has given right ways of living, 

guidelines for communal harmony; and rules to enable
me to network with humanity, but also, to live and grow within an intimate and trusting relationship with God! All praise be to my God!
 
….. All praise be to God!
Adapted © 2011 Joan Stott – ‘The Timeless Psalms’ RCL Psalms Year A. Used with permission.
Readings and reflection

Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3: 4b-14; Matthew 21: 33-46

Prayers for others – we offer our prayers for the world

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 

Now and forever. Amen. 

Communion

The invitation

This is the joyful feast of the Lord.  All are invited to share in this holy meal. At this table we bear witness to that love which has been poured into our hearts and lives. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.


It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for you have made us you own, through Christ Jesus, and given us a new righteousness based on faith.

You created the entire universe:
the sky tells of your glory,
day and night reveal the genius of your ways.
You brought your people out of slavery
and gave them your laws and commandments,
that they might be rich in Spirit and clear in vision.


Jesus came to us to call us again to right living. 
Though the crowds recognised him as a prophet,
those who coveted his inheritance seized and killed him.
But you raised him from the dead,
and now through the power of his resurrection
he stands as the cornerstone of righteousness,
the first fruits of the kingdom,
and the incomparable prize towards which we press.
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So, we lift our voices, filled with joy, joining them with the glad songs of every place and generation, all creation praising your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might

Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord

Hosanna in the highest. 

And we remember: On the night on which Jesus was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." When supper was over, Jesus took to cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, as said: "Drink for this, all of you; this is my life, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and the cup. Make them be for us the life of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to the world. 
Gary L Lake Dillensnyder (adapted)

The bread, broken/ The cup, God’s grace overflowing. 

The gifts of God, for the people of the world whom God loves. 

Communion is shared
Words of mission and benediction

In this moment and this meal, we have remembered that the whole creation is held in the hand of God and that the whole creation is filled with the life of God; That the whole creation has been restored by the work of God and that the whole creation is flooded with the Spirit of God; That the whole creation will be renewed according to the promise of God and that the whole creation reflects the glory of God from eternity to eternity.
So now we go from this place back into the world,

to proclaim the saving message of God, in word and action, in challenge and compassion, to all creation. And we go in the confidence that comes from knowing that Christ's limitless grace, God's infinite love, and the Holy Spirit's relentless companionship, always encompass us, and are always within us. Amen.




John van de Laar

God’s peace be with you. And also with you!
The peace is exchanged
