Proper 18A/Ordinary 23A/Pentecost +12
September 4, 2011
	Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

First Thoughts on the Old Testament Readings of the RCL

Exodus: http://hwallace.unitingchurch.org.au/WebOTcomments/OrdinaryA/Pentecost17.html
Psalm:

http://hwallace.unitingchurch.org.au/WebOTcomments/OrdinaryA/Pentecost18Psalm149.html
First Thoughts on the New Testament Readings of the RCL

Romans:

http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/AEpPentecost12.htm
Matthew:
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MtPentecost12.htm


	Seasons of creation – Forests

Seasons of the Spirit has good resources as well as Rex AE Hunt, 

http://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/liturgy_collection/year_a_liturgy_collection/year_a_pentecostafter/creation1apent12a17a492011.html


	Call to worship
	Call to Worship (based on Psalm 149: 1-4)
Come, let’s praise God together!

Sing a new song—

a song of God’s goodness and mercy,

faithfulness and love.

For God delights in God’s people,

crowning them with honour and glory!

Let’s worship together.



	Call to worship
	L:    When two or three gather,
        Christ lives in every moment,
P:    where two or three gather,
        Christ is present with them.        
L:    Where two or three gather 
        to worship God,
P:    glad songs of praise are lifted,
        hearts are filled with hope.
L:    When two or three gather
        to serve God's creation,
P:    Christ is feeding the hungry,
        Christ is building shelters of peace.

Thom Shuman

	Call to worship
	 (based on Psalm 149)
Praise the LORD! 
Sing to the LORD a new song. 
Praise God among the communion of saints. 
Let the people of God rejoice in their creator. 
Let them praise the LORD with dance, 
and celebrate with musical instruments, 
because the LORD delights in them, 
and adorns the despairing with welfare. 
Let all the saints jump for joy; 
let them cry out with gladness where they rest. 
Let high praises of God be in their throats: 
word and song that overcome injustice, 
binding rulers in chains and the powerful in iron shackles; 
bringing justice to them, and honour to all God's faithful. 
Praise the LORD!


	Call to worship
	(based on Gospel reading)

"Truly I tell you," says Jesus,
"whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
And whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

May we be bound with love.

To bind, to be bound, to be bound with
So many competing demands and expectations
Aging partners and parents
Unplanned expenses
Demands at work and home and school and church

May we be bound with love.

Bound now, bound forever
Bound with whom and for what?

May we be bound with love.

What shall we carry with us into eternity?
Our gold?
Our politics?
Our relationships?
Which?
For with this choice
We will be bound in heaven.

May we be bound with love.

— Copyright © Katherine Hawker



	Call to worship
	 (based on Psalm 149, Romans 13: 8-14, Matthew 18: 15-20)

Come, children of God, rejoice in your Maker!

Sing songs and hymns, old and new;

celebrate with voices and instruments, with praise and prayers!

Open your eyes to the life-giving presence of Jesus Christ.

For God is already here, among us and within us,

bringing new life to all who believe.

Let’s praise God together!



	Call to worship
	 (based on Romans 13: 8-14 and Matthew 18: 15-20)

People of God, open your eyes!

Look around!

The presence of our Lord Jesus Christ is here—

among us and within us.

God’s salvation is close at hand—

nearer than you know.

So open your hearts and minds to the Spirit,

and let’s worship God together!



	Prayer of approach
	God among us,
we gather in the name of your Son
to learn love for one another.
Turn our feet from evil paths,
our hands from shameful deeds,
our minds to your wisdom,
and our hearts to your grace. Amen.

	Collect
	Lord of the church,

you call a broken people

around your table:

in times of disagreement

teach us to listen,

loose us from prejudice

and bind us to your way

of forgiving grace;

through Jesus Christ, who stands at the heart of our gathering. Amen.

—from Prayers for an Inclusive Church, Stephen Shakespeare. Posted on the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website.



	Prayer of Thanksgiving
	We give you all thanks and praise, O God,
It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God,
for your delight is in your people,
and the day of our salvation is near.

You are our King and our maker,
for all things came into being at your command.
You came to save your people from slavery,
striking the land of their oppressors,
and setting free all who identified themselves
with the blood of your lamb. 

In your child, Jesus, you have again come to save us.
In his love we have seen the fulfilment of your law
and the revelation of your desire to reconcile all people –
to yourself and to one another.
When he was killed you raised him to life,
and marked us for salvation with his blood.
Now wherever two or three gather,
clothed in his love,
you are present in the midst of us 
and we rejoice in you forever.

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high,
we offer you thanks and praise at all times
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. 

© 2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net  


	Prayer of confession
	Prayer of Confession
(based on Romans 13: 8-14, Matthew 18: 15-20)

Merciful God,

You call us to turn away from behaviours and attitudes that belong to the darkness,

   to live honest and transparent lives as children of the light.

We confess the times when we have failed,

   giving in to our darker thoughts and desires;

   and acting in ways that did not bring honour to Your name.

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us.
Teach us how to live as children of the light.
You call us love one another,

   to put the needs and interests of those around us above our own;

   to love others as deeply as we have been loved by You.

We confess the times when we have failed,

   allowing our own desires and interests to take precedence 

   over the needs of others.

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us.
Teach us how to love as we have been loved.
You call us to deal honourably with one another,

   even those who have hurt or offended us;

   to work through our disagreements with love and integrity,

   and so to build up the Body of Christ.

We confess the times when we have failed,

   finding it easier to simply walk away from hurtful relationships,

   or to talk behind people’s backs rather than to their faces.

Lord, in Your mercy, forgive us.  

Teach us how to live with love and integrity.
Give us hunger to know You more,

   so that we may do Your will

   and walk in Your ways,

   to the glory of Your name.  Amen.


	Prayer of confession
	We confess that there are times when our words and actions, our weak or unconvincing witness deny the existence of your love stitched deep within the fabric of our lives.
When our behaviour is patterned more on the values of the world than the values of Jesus:
forgive us and weave your Spirit anew within us..

When we clothe ourselves with habits which reflect our own selfish desires rather than the selfless nature of Jesus:
forgive us and weave your Spirit anew within us..

When the lives of neighbours are unravelling because of poverty, 
broken relationships, substance abuse, discrimination, and we fail 
to love them as Jesus loves us: 
forgive us and weave your Spirit anew within us.

When we believe that we have to gather up the loose ends and tangled threads of our lives and our families and communities on our own:
forgive us and weave your Spirit anew within us.
Merciful God, take the frayed strands of our lives and weave them into something beautiful.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen

Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of confession
	Prayer of Confession & Commitment
(based on Psalm 119: 33-40)

God,

we long to follow You,

   to walk in the way that You have shown us;

   to know Your commandments, and to practice them whole-heartedly.

But we confess that we are easily distracted,

   lured away by our own interests and desires,

   enticed by the attitudes and practices of the world around us. 

Forgive us.

Turn our eyes away from the things that distract us from Your way—

   from the attitudes and behaviours that sidetrack us

   from our desire to know You better and follow You more closely.

Give us a hunger for Your Word and Your ways.

Show us where true life and happiness are found—

   in knowing and doing Your will. Amen.



	Words of assurance
	(based on Romans 13: 8-14 and Matthew 18: 15-20)

Jesus Christ has called us to lay aside the works of darkness
and to confess our sins and be reconciled to God.
You have confessed your sin in the company of God’s people.
Your forgiveness, declared on earth, is sealed in heaven.

Sisters and Brothers, 
........your sins are forgiven;
................be at peace.
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	Prayer of the day
	Prayer of the Day

When we hold out our hands
to be cuffed by loneliness,
you clasp our wrists 
to pull us into your heart.
When our lives are shattered
by the injustices done to those
passed over by the world,
your love puts us back together,
so we can serve them with your hope.
Emancipating God,
we praise you!

When we would build walls
between us and our neighbors,
you come to be the welcoming gate.
When we would curse someone
who has hurt us in our souls,
you sing us songs of blessing.
When we would focus only
on our needs and our desires,
you hand us the dinnerware 
and ask us to set the Table.
Ever-near Salvation,
we would follow you!

When we would feed on 
our bitter brokenness,
you would offer us 
the Bread of reconciliation.
When we would grasp 
the Cup of peace, 
and drink it to the last drop,
you whisper, 'offer some
to those you don't like.'
Liberating Spirit,
we would be filled with you!

God in Community, Holy in One,
free us of all fears and doubts,
as we pray as Jesus has taught us, 
Our Father . . .
 

—Thom Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies. 


	Offering prayer
	 (based on Romans 13: 8-14)

Generous God,

through Your Son, Jesus Christ,

You have shown us what it means to love.

And You’ve called us to follow Your example—

to love our neighbours as we love ourselves,

to offer our lives and our resources in Your service.

Accept the gifts we bring today.

May they help to spread the love we have received

to the world around us.  

Amen.



	Reading
	Romans 13: 8-14
One:
Brothers and sisters,


don’t owe anyone anything—


with one exception:  love.


Love is a debt which never ends,


because love fulfills all the requirements of God’s law.


For the commands given in Scripture say:

Two:
Do not commit adultery,

do not murder,

do not take what is not yours,

do not envy your neighbour.
One:
These commands, and others like them,


can all be summed up in this one commandment:

Two:
Love your neighbour as yourself.
One:
Love does no wrong to others.


In fact, love achieves everything the law requires.

Two:
This is all the more urgent,

because of the times we are living in.

It is time to wake up and see what is right before your eyes.

Salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
One:
The night is almost over,


and the day of salvation will soon be here.

Two:
So remove the deeds of your old, dark life like dirty clothes,

and put on the shining armor of right living.

We belong to the day,

so we should live lives of decency and goodness for all to see.
One:
Don’t fall into patterns of dark living:


wild parties, drunkenness, sexual depravity,


immoral living, quarrelling and jealousy.

Two:
Instead, clothe yourselves with the presence

of the Lord Jesus Christ, putting aside thoughts of how           to indulge your sinful desires.
Source: Readers Theatre


	Prayers of Intercession
	(based on Ex. 12:1-14, Rom. 13:8-14, Matt. 18:15-20)

God, just as You rescued the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt,

setting them free to worship and serve You,

so You have also rescued us,

setting us free from slavery to sin and selfishness,

and inviting us into relationship with You and one another.

We praise You for the love and mercy You have shown toward us.

You call us to love and serve You

by loving and serving our brothers and sisters, near and far;

to put their needs and interests ahead of our own,

and so to fulfill Your law of love.

And so we offer our prayers for the world You created,

In Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who do not have what they need in order to survive;

   those without enough food and water,

   medical care, shelter, or security.

Open our hearts to see the needs in our world,

and to respond with Your love.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are living with serious illness or injury,

   who face each day with uncertainty or pain,

   who find themselves wondering what the future holds.

Open our hearts to see the needs of those around us,

and to respond with Your love.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
On this Labour Day weekend,

we remember those who have no work,

   who are struggling to provide for their families,

   and who despair of ever finding employment again.

Open our hearts to see the needs of the unemployed,

and to respond with Your love.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We also pray for Your church, the Body of Christ on earth.

We pray that we would be a living example of Your love in our world,

   treating one another with compassion and respect,

   settling differences with love and integrity,

   bound together by our common allegiance to You.

Open our hearts to see one another,

and to respond with Your love.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise You for the way of love modeled for us by Jesus Christ.

Open our hearts and lives to your ongoing presence among us,

so that we would grow in faithfulness and love,

and bring honour to Your name.  Amen.



	Benediction
	 (based on Romans 13: 8-14)

As you go from here,

remember to love.

For love is what God asks of us;

it is the very heart and soul

of what it means to follow Jesus Christ.

So go from here to love and serve God

by loving and serving those you meet.

And may God—

who loved us first, and who showed us what real love looks like—

be with you and among you

wherever you find yourself in the coming week.  Amen.



	Benediction
	 (based on Romans 13: 8-14)

Open your eyes and look around!

See what God is doing!

The day of salvation is closer than you think.

Don’t let yourself get so caught up in everyday activities

that you lose sight of the life God has called you to.

Put aside the attitudes and actions that belong to the darkness,

and instead clothe yourself with the presence of Jesus Christ,

living and acting today

as we will live and act when He comes again.

And may the grace of God—

Father, Son and Holy Spirit—

be with you and among you in the week ahead. Amen.



	Benediction
	(based on Romans 13: 8-14 and Matthew 18: 15-20)

Go out in love, reconciled to one another in Christ.
Lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armour of light.
Live honourably,
fulfilling the law through love for all.

And may God mark you out for salvation;
May Christ Jesus be present among you always,
And may the Holy Spirit reconcile you to one another
and fulfil the law of love among you.

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
........In the name of Christ. Amen.
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	Communion
	Thom Shuman

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2011/08/23rd-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-18.html


	Communion
	The Lord be with you

And also with you……

It is right and good and a joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to you, O God. You created the world and all within it, declaring it to be good. You continue to create and will not rest until all is perfected within your love. You created humankind in your own likeness; in the image of God you have created us. You continue to create us and will not rest until we are whom you created us to be. You guided our forebears in faith, blessing them that all would be blessed.

Therefore with people in all generations and in all places, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, as we join the unending hymn of praise:

Sanctus and Benedictus
Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed are You, O Holy One, and blessed is the Christ whom you sent to show us your way and to declare the presence of your realm. Jesus gathered together a community--feeding the hungry, healing the sick, granting liberty to the oppressed, befriending the outcast, including those on the fringes of society loving those who were unloveable.

Into a community he gathered them--in the miracles he performed, in the word that he taught, in the parables he shared, in the sacred story of how you love unlike any other love we have ever known.
Like seeds for sowing, he spread your love with liberal extravagance, radically welcoming all regardless of the names and labels placed upon them. He displayed the revolutionary hospitality of your realm making manifest your peace and justice.

In him the Year of Jubliee had come!

On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is given for you. Take. Eat. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

Likewise after supper, he took the cup saying,  ‘This cup is the new covenant, a new relationship made possible with God. Take. Drink from this all of you. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim Christ's death until he comes.

Pour out your Spirit, O God, upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be for us the life of Christ in us, that we may be the body of Christ. Make us one in Christ and one in ministry, mission, and witness to all the world. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, O God, now and for ever. Amen.
OR

And now, O God, breathe your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine, that through them, we may  be nourished by the life of Christ and strengthened to make that life visible through our faithful witness in the world. 
Bless us all, O God, as we offer our praise and our worship in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord .  Amen  
We do not take for granted your love, O God, in coming to this your table. We come not as a people who have earned a place at your table, but as a people who trust in your merciful compassion. We will never be deserving of your love, but you, O Holy One, are a God of unconditional love. Grant, therefore, O God, that we may receive the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation for our healing and wholeness, evermore dwelling in Christ, and Christ in us. Amen.
The bread we  break and the cup we now take are a sharing in the life of Christ.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Communion is shared.
Prayer after communion
We thank you, O God of all blessings, for the nourishment

and nurture that we have found at your table. Now that we have once again tasted your love, and been filled with your Spirit,

may we go into the world to care for all who are in need.

For we long to make this feast the reality of our every day lives.

This we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.
OR

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
 Gracious God, we give you thanks for refreshing and renewing us in this meal with the life of Jesus, your Son, our Lord.  Strengthened by his life - the food of eternal life - we go from here to be eager bearers of his word and willing followers of his way.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen



 

