Pentecost 5A
Note: this resource is primarily for use by worship planners at Pilgrim Uniting Church (Adelaide), but may be useful to other worship planners.  

	Genesis 28:10-19a Jacob’s dream at Bethel
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 God knows and cares for us
Romans 8:12-15 Life in the spirit
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 wheat and weeds

(*the RCL readings for printing are on a separate page on website)
Paraphrase of Bible readings by Nathan Nettleton

http://www.laughingbird.net
First Thoughts on the Old Testament Readings of the RCL

http://hwallace.unitingchurch.org.au/webotcomments/ContentspageYearA.html
http://www.oldtestamentlectionary.unitingchurch.org.au/Lectionary.htm
First Thoughts on the New Testament Readings of the RCL

http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/lectionaryindex.html 
* Note: Seasons of the Spirit and Words for Worship resources in Pilgrim library as well as commentaries such as Feasting on the Word to assist worship planners.

	Call to worship
	Early in the morning, we come to this holy place of worship,

to be touched by the One who offers us grace and love.

Early in the morning, we worship God, who adopts us into the family,

to be filled by the One who would pour us out in service to the world.
Thom Shuman

	Call to worship
	We celebrate
that where people are gathered together in love
God is present and good things happen and life is full.
We celebrate
that we are immersed in mystery
that our lives are more than they seem

that we belong to each other
and to a universe of great creative energies,
whose source and destiny is God.
We celebrate
that the spirit of God beat in the heart of Jesus of Nazareth
and God's good news was heard by the broken and wounded.
We are glad that the spirit of peace
is present with us, the church,
as we gather to celebrate our common existence,
and the fidelity of God.
And most deeply we believe
that in our struggle to love,
we incarnate God in the world.
And so aware of mystery and wonder,
caught in friendship and laughter,
we become speechless before the joy in our hearts
as we celebrate the sacredness of life.  (Adapt. JShea/hu)


	Call to worship
	(from Psalm 139)

O God, you know us inside and out, through and through.
You search us out and lay your hand upon us.
You know what we are going to say even before we speak.
We praise you, O God, for the wonderful knowledge 
that whoever we are and wherever we go, you are with us.

Moira Laidlaw

	Call to worship
	(based on Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24)

Great God of shalom, as we gather together
to worship you, we are comforted by the
knowledge that we have no surprises for you.
We gather to offer you our joyful praise

Nurturing God, even though you know us so well,
you choose to lead us along the path to everlasting life.
We gather to offer you our heartfelt thanks.

Understanding God, you gather us to yourself
so that we may worship you in love and joy.
You accept us as we are, and you love us.
Loving God, your nature is eternal love, and we
gather together to share that love with others. Amen.
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Call to worship
	God is infinitely trustworthy. It is hard for us to imagine

the depth of love which lies in that life and which is given to us as a free gift, in the midst of our struggles and failures. All that is worthless, within and alongside our journeying, will be swept away and discarded. We need not dwell on our regrets, or allow them to divert us from the way of Christ Jesus. We are set free to live in hope and to walk in trust towards our God. Words for worship

	Centering
	Companion God, 

We find ourselves in awestruck mystery 
when in our heart of hearts 
among the quiet and stillness, 
or be it in the chaos and churnings, 
you are there 
whatever our thoughts or feelings. 
We give you thanks for meeting us in this moment and reminding us that wherever we might be, in whatever time might come, you are with us.


Loving God, you alone are worthy of our worship. Move within our hearts and minds, through our words and doings,  as we pray and sing, as we hear of your Word and as we gather at your table, that we may offer you our praise and thanksgiving. Amen.                   Gary L Lake Dillensnyder

	Personal reflection
	Based on Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24

All-Seeing God, I feel like I am a clear sheet of glass when
I come to you in worship and prayer - you can see straight
through me - you know my motives, my thoughts, my fears,
my feelings, my weaknesses and my strengths. You know
my faults, my imaginings, my needs and my secret wishes—and yet you welcome me warmly as your belovèd child!.

Creative pause:

I am a clear sheet of glass before God.



All-Knowing God, whilst I can try to hide much of my inner
being from other people, either because I am ashamed—
or because I want to hold something of me back to retain
some private distance from people; I know I cannot hide
from you. Do I hide from others because they may not like
me if they really knew me? Do I fear not being loved, liked
or even accepted by others? Why should this matter to me?
I can only say and pray ‘Thank you, God’ that God still loves
and accepts me. How very blest I am with this knowledge.

Creative pause:

How very blest I am with this knowledge.



All-Loving God, you live in the depths of my being, deeper
than any technology can reach, and deeper than any probing by learned people, and when I open myself to your presence—you permeate my whole being with your tenderness and love. Why would I want to escape from such love and understanding?

Creative pause:

God lives deep within me – thanks be to God!

© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Prayers of preparation
	O God, prepare us, through the active presence of Your Spirit, to come before You with a clean heart and a right spirit.  Enlighten our understanding.  Purify our every desire. Quicken our wills to obey Your Word.  Strengthen every right purpose.  Direct this hour of worship to the magnifying of Your Name, and to our enduring good, for we Your children and servants; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

We thank you Father for calling us to come to you today and to receive the food that our souls need if we are to grow as you have planned for us to grow. We thank you for your forgiveness and your mercy.  Open our hearts and our minds to your presence, increase our love for you and for our brothers and our sisters, and guide us in this time of worship so that we might be persons who shine with the light of our Lord and Saviour. We ask this in his name, Jesus Christ. AMEN. (by Richard Fairchild, July 2002)

	Collect
	Householder God, who prepares a realm where kindness is known, justice is loved, and in humbleness we are found: Bring to fruition all that is good, that your creation will be perfected, and all will dwell in your everlasting peace; O Blessed and Holy Trinity, the One in whom our hope is found. Amen.                 Gary L Lake Dillensnyder

O Lord, pour out upon us the spirit to think and do what is right, that we, who cannot even exist without You, may have the strength to live according to Your will; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

O God, You have prepared for those who love You joys beyond understanding.  Pour into our hearts such love for You that, loving you above all things, we may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

  (from 'Uniting in Worship', Leader's Book, p. 204)

Almighty God, your Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence. Give us pure hearts and constant wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN.

  (from 'Common Order', Church of Scotland, p. 678)

Lord, be merciful to your people. Fill us with your gifts and make us always eager to serve you in faith, hope, and love. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

  (from 'CanticaNova', http://www.canticanova.com/planning/year-a/pln16a_l.htm)



	Prayer of adoration and thanksgiving
	Lord God, you know me through and through;

you know my sitting down, and my getting up.

You sense what I am thinking from far away;

you understand my journeying and my resting.

In fact, you are familiar with the way I do everything;

even before I speak, you know what's on my mind.

You are in my past, and in my future,

you surround me with your love

and your reassuring hand is upon me.

This wonderful knowledge is beyond my understanding;

it surpasses everything, and is beyond my grasp.

For the stories we share, for our life together,

and for the breathe of your Spirit among us,

we thank you, Holy and blessed Trinity. AMEN.

© Copyright. Jeff Schrowder.
  

	Prayer of praise and adoration
	God of all generations, as the author of the psalm acknowledged your creative presence in such an intimate and personal way, so we affirm your presence with us in an even more wonderful and personal way - in the relationship established through Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit. We praise and thank you, O God, for reaching out to us and touching our lives in this way.
We turn towards you in gratitude seeking to love as we have been loved and pray that this time of worship will be a worthy offering of praise and thanksgiving for the way you lay your guiding hand on our lives. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	O God, we thank you that you accompany our every step,

clearing the ground ahead of us so that we may move forward in faith. Your grace is so all-encompassing that we look upon our lives with wonder and our hearts are filled with gratitude. How can you be so generous a friend, O God, as you contemplate the human lives before you? Where is love like yours born among us, and how can it last down the ages when so many people have betrayed you?

We thank you that your Word, in Jesus Christ, reminds us of your unfailing faithfulness to all who live.

Thanks be to you, O God. Amen.

	Prayer of thankfulness
	Based on Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24

Mysterious God, we come in humility before you to offer you our thankful praise, especially for the trust in you the Holy One, that you have nurtured within us. You know us completely, and it is wonderful to be so loved and accepted, even if sometimes that knowledge of us is too much for our own comfort and peace of mind.

Trustworthy God, even though you know us so well, we trust you with that knowledge. You are our Maker, Sustainer and our Father, and you will never abuse our trust in you. We give thanks for all the people who have knowingly trusted you with their inner thoughts, feelings, and with their very beings; and their trust in you encourages us in our own trusting and letting go.

All-Loving God, we give thanks you have created within us something of the spark of God and that you have also placed within us a restlessness of the spirit that only God’s nearer presence can satisfy. We give thanks that over the years of our life, we have known and experienced your guidance, help and blessings, and because you know all our needs and how best to meet those needs, help us to ‘let go and let God.’*

All-Knowing God, we give thanks that no matter how far we roam away from your side, that you never give up on us, and that always, you are yearning for us to return to a deeper and more intimate relationship with you.

Ever-present God, as you have been with us in the past, we pray that you will continue to guide and bless us. Amen.

* Source of saying unknown.

© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Prayer for Reconciliation/ Prayer of Confession
	Loving God of all mercy and compassion, 
love is at work is us but all too often we have chosen to be either indifferent or discriminating. 
Opportunities for being a people of authentic faith come with each day. 
Forgive the possibilities we have resisted and avoided. 
Free us to greet each moment of ministry,  mission and witness with the hope we have in you. 
Enable us to find the joyfulness  of being true to you 
and true to one another, for it is in such truth that we are true to you. In Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

A silence is kept Gary L Lake Dillensnyder
 

	Prayer of confession
	O God, in Christ Jesus,

we share with you 

that it is often hard to determine 

what should engage our energies

and where our focus should be.

When people attack what we do in your name,

or take stands against us,

our anger invites us to do the same to them.

Silent reflection

Show us the right balance between courage

and wasteful aggression, we pray.

Be present in our midst, Jesus Christ,

and guide us through your Holy Spirit.

Sometimes we become so guilty 

about our own lives and decisions,

that we lie awake instead of being renewed,

or become paralysed as we try to clear the rubbish,

from within us and around us.

Silent reflection

Renew our confidence in your kindness, O God,

so that we truly receive the forgiveness you offer.

Be present in our midst, Jesus Christ,

and guide us through your Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.

Words for worship

	Prayer of confession
	Merciful God,  you  plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together we are nourished and nurtured by the sun.  We sway in the wind  and are refreshed by the rain.  We are blessed by the knowledge that you want us to grow towards what you call us to be.   
When we deprive others of that same opportunity, 
forgive us.
When we want to uproot those whom we believe do not belong in our part of the field, 
forgive us. 
When we label others as good or bad rather than accept them for who they are, 
forgive us. 
When we are reluctant to acknowledge that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and wheat, 
forgive us.
When we are afraid to look into the fields of our own lives to see what is growing there, 
forgive us.
O God, you know us inside and out, through and through.
You search us out and lay your hand upon us.
You know what we are going to say even before we speak.
So we pray that you will help us to reach out to the uprooted and rejected, 
the lonely and the outcast, 
and to develop and grow the good in ourselves, in others and in the world.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen

Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of confession/ words of assurance
	God’s love is unqualified; mercy is ‘ever faithful ever sure.’

Let us pray.

 

Holy Spirit, we thank you for the patience you show us, caught up as we are in an ignorance that we do not always recognise, and in complicity with evil that we do not readily face. Thank you for the saving love of Jesus who embraces us no matter what happens.

 

There are many occasions when--
we are foolish and impetuous, but you do not leave us,
we are rebellious and stubborn, but you don’t leave us,
we are selfish and arrogant, but you do not leave us,
we are anxious and faithless, but you do not leave us,
we are indifferent and prayerless, but you do not leave us.
 

We thank you, gracious God, that though in this world we are often forced to compete with each other for many things, it is never so with your inclusive, redeeming love. Your forgiveness is never withheld from any individual that turns to you in repentant faith. Thank you for including us today. Through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen!
Bruce Prewer

	Words of assurance
	The God of love, who is our God,

assures us of eternal and infinite grace

in every moment of grace which takes away all that would

stop us from laying down our guilt.

We are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Words for worship
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God to whom we have been reconciled by Christ.  Rejoice then, for we are known, accepted, 
loved and forgiven Thanks be to God! Moira Laidlaw

	Poem for reflection
	Overwhelming The Weeds
 

What a mixed bunch we are, Jesus, and what a tortoise-shell world we live in; Light ands shadow, grace and judgement, goodness and sin side by side in each of us; 

But our deep longing is that the life-giving, nourishing fruit we bear may overwhelm whatever weeds may have crept in.
May our capacity for love and friendship be stronger than our tendency to hatred and divisiveness; 

May our search for truth and wisdom be satisfied more than our quest for denial and self-justification;
May our desire for joy and goodness be larger than our lust for wealth and power;
May our journey to peace and wholeness lead us away from the path of war, violence and self-destruction.
Make us those who live Your values and purpose in a world that too easily chooses cursing over blessing, wounding over healing, and destruction over creativity; so that all creation may finally find its place in Your harvest of life and love. Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2008 Sacredise


	Prayer for illumination
	O God, awaken us again to the good news of your Word. Speak to us  in the reading of the Scriptures and in the preaching  of your will for our lives. May your truth be known, both in what we hear and what we do, in joyful obedience as servant-disciples of the Christ, in whom we are our true selves, to you and to one another. Amen.
Gary L Lake Dillensnyder

	Bible reading response
	Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. 

Thanks be to God.
For the Word in Scripture, for the Word amongst us, for the Word within us, thanks be to God. 

	Prayers for others
	(WCC PRAYERS) - Week 29: 10-16 July: we pray for the people of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Panama:

  Loving God, I offer myself to you.

  May my mind think of you, and my eyes see the needs of others.

  May my ears hear the cries of the world and my voice speak of you.

  May my hands work for your reign and my feet walk on your path.

  May my life be used in your service and my heart love you more than anything else.

  May the joy of the Lord be my strength to serve him all the days of my life.

  (from 'In God's Hands', WCC Geneva, 2008.)

SEE ALSO: http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle/week-29-costa-rica-el-salvador-nicaragua-panama.html

	Prayers for others
	 Let us pray to the one and true God, the First and the Last;

    who made promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,

    who makes promises to all the faithful;

    who holds in loving hands our future, as well as our past.

 We pray for those who dread the future -

    those with progressive or chronic illness;

    those who have lost loved ones;

    those who are lonely or depressed.

 In Your loving mercy - HEAR OUR PRAYER.

 We pray for those looking forward to the future:

    those in new relationships;

    those starting a new life;

    those with a special event ahead.

 In Your loving mercy - HEAR OUR PRAYER.

 We pray for those planning for the future:

    those in government, here and abroad;

    those working with the poor and hungry;

    those seeking a vision for the church.

 In Your loving mercy - HEAR OUR PRAYER.

 God of past, present and future,

 Help us to live in thankfulness

    for all that You have done for us;

 Help us to live in joyfulness

    because of all that You are doing for us now;

 Help us to live in trustfulness

    in all that You will do for us in times to come.

 In Your loving mercy - HEAR OUR PRAYER.

 In the name of Jesus Christ, who has died,

    who is risen and who will come again.  AMEN.

  (by Christine Odell, 'Companion to the RCL', Vol. I, p. 40.)

	Prayers for others
	Christ of the gracious heart,

the One who encourages us, 

over and over again,

we come before you on this day

and ask for your company

as we try to be your people.

We are very aware of the needs around us

and of the crying hearts of suffering people.

Help us not to be overwhelmed by what we see,

but, step by step, to move towards actions for justice.

Touch our lives with the compassion

which is so strong within your life, O Christ,

then give to us the wisdom to make a difference.

We pray now for the church and the world:

The people pray

Hear our prayers, loving Christ.

May we act with courage and faithfulness,

then pause in hope for rest 

and for listening to you.

Give us insights about the effectiveness

of what we do to bring about change

and patience when we cannot see it happen.

Show us ways of living which set examples

of loving and non-violent engagement with others

and respectful relationships with all we meet, we pray.

Then touch us with your grace, O God,

holding us like a Loving Parent

and teaching us, comforting us and renewing our lives.

This we pray in faith and in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Words for worship

	Prayers for others
	Shirley Erena Murray's "Creation Sings!" could frame a two-part prayer. Sing verse 1, then offer a series of thanksgivings or a time for people to offer spontaneous thanks or silent thanks. Sing verse 2, then offer a series of petitions/groans for the pain of the world, or a time for people to offer spontaneous petitions or silent petitions for all who are groaning. Sing verse 2 again to close the time of prayer.

(*note: Creation Sings is in songbook – copy in SB’s office)

	Offering prayer
	Lord Jesus Christ, you have grown your life in us through the gift of your Spirit.  Accept these gifts and the service of our lives as we dedicate ourselves to spread the seeds of your life wherever we go and  through whatever we do.  In your name we pray.  Amen Moira Laidlaw
May the blessing of God bring these gifts to life:
new hope of healing;
fresh ways of coping;
a chance to rest;
a chance to work;
a way to live gracefully.
Rex AE Hunt

	Words of mission
	Let us take on this week’s life with renewed hope and imagination...
The candle is extinguished
For all that God can do within us,
for all that God can do without us,
All Thanks be to God.
For all in whom Christ lived before us,
for all in whom Christ lives beside us,
All Thanks be to God.
For all the Spirit wants to bring us,
for where the Spirit wants to send us,
All Thanks be to God.
Rex AE Hunt

	Sending out
	As if with pains of labor, we hope for the coming realm. As if to give birth to children, we share our hope in every day. For we are the adopted kin of the Holy God, heirs of God's peaceable reign; heirs of God's just reign. 
Go to serve God in all that you do. And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Spirit, be with you. Amen. 
Go into this week knowing God’s hand is upon you,
blessing you and nurturing the life of Jesus within you
through the energy and power of the Holy Spirit. Moira Laidlaw

	Sending out
	You have some belief; may God help you to believe more firmly.

You have some love; may Christ help you to love more freely.

You have some joy; may the Spirit help you to laugh more profoundly.

As the precious children of God, go in peace to cheerfully love and serve.

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen!
Bruce Prewer

	Commission and sending out
	Go now with your hope set on Christ.
As children of God, let the Spirit of God lead you
and let your righteousness shine like the sun
until darkness and light are one.
And wherever you go,
whether you scale the heavens or plunge to the depths,
may God’s presence be inescapably with you;
May Christ Jesus welcome you into his inheritance;
And may the Holy Spirit assure you that you are God’s children.
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
........In the name of Christ. Amen.
©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

	Communion
	God is with us. 
In the Spirit of God we have gathered. 

We lift our hearts. 
We lift our hearts to God.  
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Creator God. You are the God of field and meadow, roses and wildflowers, wheat and vine. You are in life from seedtime to harvest, from harvest to seedtime. The earth is watered, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  so is the Word of God that goes out; it shall not return to the Holy One empty, but it shall accomplish that which is God's purpose, and succeed in the thing for which God sent it.  
So with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in your name, Most High. Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church,  and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
On the night on which Jesus was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." When supper was over, Jesus took to cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, as said: "Drink for this, all of you; this is my life, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the life of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gary L Lake Dillensnyder (adapted)

	Eucharistic preface
	Let us lift up our hearts.
........We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
........It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God,
for you have formed in us the first fruits of your Spirit,
a harvest that will prevail when evil is uprooted.

It was your labour that brought forth creation,
and your love that formed the families of the earth.
You revealed yourself to Jacob,
promising that for all who are led by your Spirit,
every place would be filled with your presence.

In Jesus Christ you have thrown open the gate of heaven
and adopted us as your beloved children.
Though all creation yet groans in pain,
Christ suffers with us,
enduring death on the cross,
so that we might be glorified with him.
His Spirit groans within us as we await the end of the age
when your children will be revealed and, 
with our bodies redeemed,
we will shine like the sun in your Kingdom.

Therefore with .....

©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

	Music
	TiS 130

TiS 605

TiS 236

TiS 238

TiS 177

TiS 88

TiS 87

TiS 407

TiS 415

TiS 416

TiS 276

TiS 668

TiS 634

TiS 459

TiS 626

TiS 627

TiS 630

TiS 670

TiS 686

TiS 755
	We plough the fields and scatter the good seed

I am alone, yet not alone

Jesus hands were kind hands

Christ is the world’s true light

In suffering love, the thread of life 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me (Psalm 139)

You are before me, you are behind (Psalm 139)

Breathe on me, breath of God 

Praise the Spirit in creation


Great God, your Spirit, like the wind

There’s a light upon the mountain 

Touch the earth lightly

All who love and serve your city

In Christ there is no east or west

Lord of creation, to you be all praise

Praise and thanksgiving, Father we offer

The law of Christ alone can make us free

Jesus put this song into our hearts

Lord Jesus, we belong to you 

You shall go out with joy

	Music suggestions - links
http://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/07/hymns-songs-proper-11a.html (Christine Longhurst)

http://lectionarysong.blogspot.com (Natalie Sims)

http://www.togethertocelebrate.com.au/PENTECOST10A_17july2011.htm

(David MacGregor)


