	EASTER 5A 

Bible readings

Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5,15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

	Reflection

The martyrdom of Stephen by people who were offended by what he believed invites in us a careful consideration of what Jesus is saying through the passage in John. In Godís house there are many dwelling places. Why is this? Could Jesus be telling us that there are many varieties of faith, all of which are loved by God? Later on Jesus talks about recognising him and those who follow him by the works which they do. Is this the way we see each other across the divisions in church and faith, or are we focussed on what each group says or believes? Precisely because none of us have the whole truth and we are not God, we could assume that each of us may have something to teach each other. Or at least we could reflect on being more respectful.

	Lighting of the candles
	Our light may seem small and flickering, but it bears the flame to another and another, just as the flame of love is passed from person to person.  PBrooks/li-adapt

	Prayer of preparation
	Gracious God, on this autumn day, with the golden leaves falling and the crisp morning air invigorating our bodies, we come in the name of the risen Christ to worship you. We know that this world will never be big enough to contain the thanks and praise that is due for your saving deeds in Jesus of Nazareth but nevertheless we approach you with sincerity, knowing that you understand our shortcomings and are not in the least put off by our inadequate love and praise.  

We come to You in the name of Jesus, our Saviour, Friend and Lord. 

John Maynard, adapted

	Centering 
	Come apart from the busyness of family and work,
and dwell in the presence of God who is our source of being. (Silence)
God calls us to renew ourselves and our life's purpose as we gather with others who are searching.

Let us be in silence together.
(Silence)                             Rex AE Hunt

	Opening sentences
	Our city reflects your face, O God.
In wrinkles of kindness and hand touching hand.
Our city sounds with your voice, O God.
In calls for new justice and laughter in the streets.
Our city breathes with your life, O God.
In green grass in bitumen, and new hope in the people.  (DMcRae-McMahon/eoj-adapt)

	Gathering sentences
	We are people of all ages who enter this space
bringing our joys and our concerns.
We come together in hope.

We greet each other warmly with our voices and our smiles.
We come together in peace.

We share our growth and our aspirations.
We come together in wonder.

We share our losses and our disappointments.
We come together in sorrow.

We share our concern and our compassion.
We come together in love.

We sing and pray and listen.
We speak and read and dream.
We think and ponder and reflect.
We cry and laugh and reflect.
We mourn and celebrate and meditate.
We strive for justice and for mercy.
We come together to worship God.  (Adapted/Carol Meyer)


	Call to worship
	There are many ways in which we find a place to belong in the heart of the house of God. A variety of life and faith gathers in joy and the breath of the Spirit

surrounds it with love. We may find that welcome here, echoing in the signs of Christ’s life among us and in the gifts of grace that we offer to each other. There, if we are open to see, we may find other mansions of faith beyond this place - places where we meet our God afresh. Amen. 

Words for worship, adapted

	Call to worship
	(from Psalm 66 – not the psalm for the day)

Praise God with shouts of joy, all you people!

Sing to the glory of God’s name!  Offer God glorious praise.

Say to God, "How wonderful are the things You do!

Everyone of earth worships You!

They sing praises to You — Praises to Your name!"

	Call to worship
	Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16

Holy God, you are our Rock and our Fortress - in you we trust.
We gather to worship you, seeking your strength and your mercy.
Shine the Light of your favour upon us O God - in you we trust.
We gather to worship you, seeking the light of your love and peace.
Faithful God, your unfailing love is our blessing - in you we trust.
We gather to worship you. Our future rests in your hands as we are held securely within the power of your strong yet tender grasp. Amen.
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Call to worship
	Thom Shuman

The One who shaped the universe,
crafts us into a community of faith:
a people to shelter the homeless,
a family to feed the hungry.
The One who made kittens and elephants,
shapes us in the divine image:
so we can glow with grace
as we welcome the lost and the least.
The One who blesses us with flowers and waterfalls,
gifts us with the way, the truth, the life:
so we can go to tell the story,
to bring healing to a broken world.



	Prayer of the day
	Prayer of the Day
In you, Glory of Grace,
we will find that heart
which shelters us
when grief overwhelms us.
In you,
we will find the Parent
who crouches down on one knee,
to listen to us more carefully.
In you,
we discover that Face
which glows with joy
every time you catch
sight of us.

Through you, Servant's Heart,
we can hear that truth
which will cut us loose
from the world's net of lies.
Through you,
we will find our way
back to the paths of peace.
Through you,
we will have the lives
God envisions for us.

With you, Spirit of welcome,
we find the nourishment
we need to follow Jesus.
With you,
we are cemented,
by your grace and love,
with others into God's
community of hope.
With you,
we embrace all the nobodies
rejected by our world. 

Amen. 

Thom Shuman

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	God of refuge and strength, like the Psalmist we acknowledge your eternal loving kindness, holding us, guiding us, surrounding us in times of trials.  As we gather  here as your people, we pray that our worship will reflect the vibrancy of your divine love.  We offer this time of worship with the remembrance of Easter still filling us with joy and with the anticipation of Pentecost firing our devotion.  May our praise and thanksgiving truly resound within our hearts and our homes, within these walls and beyond.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  Amen 

Moira Laidlaw, adapted

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	We thank you, O God, for the breadth and length and height and depth of your creativity within our lives.

We know that, if we will only look, we will see the glory of its endless variety and its eternal possibilities in others. The gifts which lie there for our maturing in faith call us on to a much grander view of you, O God,

and invite new explorations in our future. We thank you that faith can never be encompassed in one box of our own designing, but that it is like the music of the universe which resounds with new melodies, time after time and age after age. Thanks be to you, O God. Amen. Words for worship



	Prayer of confession
	Jesus Christ, you show us the way - the risky way that you took.  The way that challenges all that is evil and destructive.  We confess that too often we choose the easy and non-threatening way which allows evil to triumph and denies people the opportunity to live an abundant life.
Forgive us, Lord, when we lose direction and so fail to follow your way.
Silent reflection
Jesus Christ, you speak the word of truth which brings good news to the poor, freedom to those who are oppressed and enslaved, and healing  to those  whose lives lack wholeness.  We confess that too often our minds are swayed by the media’s ‘truth’ which can be so contrary to the gospel.
Forgive us, Lord, when our lives deny the truth of your words and your 
deeds.
Silent reflection
Jesus Christ, you give us the gift of life - emptying yourself of all self-serving power in order to empower others with your beautiful life and selfless love.  We confess that we like to use power to further our own 
purposes, even if it contributes to the powerlessness of others.
Forgive us, Lord, when our desire for power and status is stronger than our desire to make your life visible through us.
Silent reflection
Jesus Christ, remind us that...
the landscape of God’s grace becomes clearer when we follow your way.
the sound of God’s voice is easier to hear when our lives speak your truth
the heartbeat of God’s love throbs within us when our lives bear witness to your life.    Amen

Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of Confession/ words of assurance
	O God, we know that we do not always hold our lives open to discover your dwelling places outside our own community of faith.

We decide that people are too radical or too conservative. We fail to look for you in people of other cultures and traditions.

Silent reflection

Take our hands, Jesus Christ. Introduce us to those who are different but who are still your people, we pray.

Sometimes we are very focused on the detail and style

of what others say and believe. We do not pause to look at their lives, with all the humility of our own humanness, and fail to see that they bear witness to you in their own creative ways.

Silent reflection

Take our hands, Jesus Christ. Introduce us to those who are different but who are still your people, we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:

Jesus Christ looks upon our hearts in love, seeing there our yearnings to be faithful and our stumbling journeying. Grace is given to us  and to all who seek to live by God ís truth. We are forgiven! Thanks be to God.



	Prayer of Confession/ words of assurance
	In humility, we must confess how we have not matured as your children, Gentle Parent. The hurting and helpless of our world cry out, and we cover our ears with hands which could be serving them. The forsaken and ridiculed of our neighborhoods and schools are looking for a community of acceptance, and we cover our eyes with hands which could welcome them. The lonely and grieving are listening for hope, and we cover our mouths with hands which could embrace them, as we sing gentle songs of grace to them.

Forgive us, Refuge of the broken. Our times are in your hands, so help us to believe we can be healed in this moment. Our hearts are in your heart, so transform ours that we can serve your children. Our lives are redeemed by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, so call us to give them away in his name.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
The good news is that in Christ, our sins are forgiven, our lives are made whole, we become God's own people. Do you not believe?
We believe. And in believing, we will live as those chosen, not only to tell a Story, but to live it out each and every day. Thanks be to God. Amen.

	Prayer of petition
	Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16

Trustworthy God, we come to worship you today within the gathered community of faith, seeking your gracious help.
We call on you, trusting that you are near enough to each of us to hear our prayers, and that you will answer them according to your mercy and grace. Be for us all, a steady Rock upon whom we can depend; and a strong impregnable Fortress to protect us from all that would harm or destroy us.

Bend down to hear us Loving Lord, as we are trusting in the honour and glory of your Holy Name. Stretch out your saving hand towards us, so that we can hold on to you securely and with confidence. The power, strength and protection of your mighty hand is something upon which we depend, and we ask that you allow us to gain strength and courage from you.

Shine the radiant light of your love upon us so that we can see the way ahead, and may your light and truth be our guide as, holding on to your hand securely, we step into the future with you, leaving behind all that threatens to destroy or weaken us. into your hands we commit all that we are, and all that we have to give to you, asking that you will accept what we offer you as a
sacrament of praise and thankfulness, and that together in faith and trust, we may live to honour and serve you always and forever. Amen.

If used in shared worship, please provide an acknowledgement as follows:
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	A personal meditation
	Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16

Loving God, you have promised to hear your faithful people when they call upon you, and I am hoping and trusting that I fit into that category! Centuries of experiences have shown that it is true to God’s own nature to respond to people who are afflicted or distressed, and who call on their God for mercy and
blessing. As I struggle, hear my cries for support and strength.

Creative pause:

God’s nature always remains the same.


Responsive God, your hand has guided your people through the ages, and I look now for that guidance on a personal level. Your strong hand has grasped hold of your people in the past, to lead them through wilderness experiences into the security of a safe haven, and I ask now, that you also do that for me now.

Turn these difficult times of fear and uncertainty into the trusting confidence in you that I once knew, and guide me through this wilderness experience. 

Turn this tough time into an experience
where trust and confidence in God once again becomes my focus.


Creative pause:

God’s guiding hand leads me safely onwards.



Radiant God, your light of love beams down upon me; all humanity; and your glorious creation, bringing health and wholeness through your life-giving light and presence. The signs of your loving presence
surround me and give me confidence and hope in your willingness to continue to be my Guide and Strength through all the trials of life.

My future rests in your hands, and I am content that is it so – always.

Creative pause:

The light of God’s love brings hope and wholeness.

If used in shared worship, please provide an acknowledgement as follows:
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	A meditation on the Gospel reading
	Do not be troubled do not be afraid: my going away is your complete gain.

Do not be troubled do not be afraid: the lone buried seed will bear golden grain.

Do not be troubled do not be afraid: when all becomes dark is when light shall reign.
Do not be troubled do not be afraid: when I’m in the tomb foul death has been slain.

Do not be troubled do not be afraid: at the dawn and dusk I shall come again.

Do not be troubled do not be afraid: all things are changing but I shall remain.

Bruce D. Prewer



	A reflection on the epistle
	       the stonemason

we hand you the design

    the committee has come up

  with, so that the wall will

           be layed out in that dogmatic,

           unwavering line (no doubts or deviations) we expect,

        but after a quick glance you simply place it in the back

             of the truck and star to work;

where we would toss aside those who have

     have been skipped haphazardly over the world's waves,

        they become the tiestones to hold the sections together,

  while those wearied from their struggles shape the

      soft gentle curves;

untying the bandanna from around your head,

  you quietly rub the dirt out of the nicks and crevices

     caused as they have been ignored,

            you gather up the children and youth,

        pouring them into hollow spaces as the aggregate to hold us all together;

when we expect to be the pride of your handiwork,

  you quietly pick up the broken, the chipped, the left-over

    slivers we kick out of our way,

       placing them as the capstones on the dry stone wall

  you are building in the kingdom.

(c) 2011  Thom M. Shuman

	Prayer for illumination
	Gracious God, You have created us and called us by name. We wait now to receive Your word of guidance and blessing. Grant to us ears to hear, eyes to see, and faith to respond to your love and leadership. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.



	Prayers of Intercession
	PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

O Jesus Christ, who always challenges our shortsightedness,

we pray that you will break through our assumptions about others, 

especially those who differ from us in faith.

Help us to see beyond our old boundaries

and to engage with people who may challenge us,

by having the courage to share honestly with each other.

We pray now for people who are not part of our own church:

The people pray

May we be truly loving and respectful

in our relationships with them, Jesus Christ,

never believing that we are superior or more loved by you.

We celebrate today the fact that your word to us

always calls us on to live and learn in new ways,

bringing to us a greater view of your truth.

May we look more deeply at the creation itself,

seeing there the signs of the wonder

of your imagination and endless diversity, O God.

Then may we find you here among us,

and sing with thankfulness for your amazing love.

Amen.

Words for worship

	Offering
	O God, we pray that, as we share these gifts, you will widen the landscape of our seeing, so that we enhance the lives of people  whom we may have failed to fully know before. Guide us in our giving, we pray. Amen.

Words for worship

We bring our lives and gifts to you, O God, as a sign of our hope in you. May all that we say, and all that we do, be in response to your love in Christ. Abide in us now and always, Lord Jesus. Amen. (David Beswick)
We have blessed abundantly and we have been given opportunities to share. So may we be enabled, who stand upon the shoulders of those who have gone before, to catch a vision of what can yet be.
Through these gifts we invest in God’s realm of justice and joy,  which is always here, yet is always coming. Rex AE Hunt

	Benediction
	May you know the blessing of God’s strength within you, the life of Jesus Christ showing you the way, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit empowering you. Amen. 

Moira Laidlaw, adapted

	Benediction
	Let us go out with expectation, seeing the world around us with new eyes as we look for the many dwelling places of God.

And may the whole creation shine in its variety around us, the life of God be discovered afresh in those we meet and Christ Jesus remind us of the good in others.

Amen.

Words for Worship


	Benediction
	You are people loved by God. Go to share God's message of faith, hope and love the world!

And as you go, may you know the blessing of God's strength within you,

the life of Jesus Christ leading you

and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit empowering you.

May God be with you always, this day and forevermore!  Amen. John Maynard

	Benediction
	The time has now come for us to leave this sacred place. As we do, may we embrace the challenges of our lives and our world...
The community candle is extinguished
Go in peace. Hold in your heart the certainty that the spirit of life is with you always.
When our hearts are torn asunder or when we soar with sweet joy, we are never alone, never apart, from the spirit that resides within us and cherishes us always. Take comfort.
Blessed be.  Adapted/Enid A. Virago
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit remain with you this day and all the days ahead. Amen. 

	HYMNS:

Acts 7: 55-60

Be still, my soul, the Lord is on your side
TiS.123  AHB.48

God of grace and God of glory
TiS.611  AHB.543

Iíll praise my Maker while Iíve breath
TiS.90  AHB.44

Sing praise to God who reigns above
TiS.110  AHB.27

Rejoice in Godís saints
TiS.470  SA.73

Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16

By your saving power, deliver me
TiS.19

Put all your trust in God
TiS.555  AHB.464

1 Peter 2: 2-10

Asithi: Amen!
TiS.704

Christ is made the sure foundation
TiS.432  AHB.343

How firm a foundation, you people of God
TiS.432  AHB.343

Sing praise to the Lord!
TiS.96  AHB.[83]

Stand up and bless the Lord
TiS.449  AHB.383

The Churchís one foundation
TiS.457  AHB.385

John 14: 1-14

Christ be my leader by night as by day
TiS.624  SA.17

Christ is the worldís light, he and none other
TiS.246  AHB.191

Come, my way, my truth, my life
TiS.552  AHB.457

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
TiS.223  AHB.158

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
TiS.745  SA.75

Your hand, O God, has guided
TiS.456  AHB.389



	Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Chaos covered its ears,
Crafty God,
as you began constructing creation.
Joyous noise filled the air,
as rivers cascaded
through verdant valleys.
>From the heavens
came love's raucous laughter,
echoing down mountain passes.
You would gladly guide us
along Eden's paths of peace,
but we shook off your hand,
rejecting your dreams for us.
Women and men were called
to tell the story
of your love and grace,
but we covered our ears
as we continued to drink
the soured milk of sin.
But continuing to believe in us,
you sent Jesus,
to show us the way back to you.

So, with saints and sinners,
with seniors and newborn infants,
with all called to be your people,
we sing our loud songs of praise:

God of Creation, Lord of all beauty,
All creatures join in singing your love;
Holy Compassion, Joy of our mornings,
Fill us with grace which comes from above.

In you, Foundation-building God,
we can find a safe haven;
and a guide for our lives
in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
With you at the beginning of time,
he became a newborn babe,
longing to share the milk
of grace and peace with us.
He became the cornerstone
of mercy and hope,
that rock standing forever,
while sin and death crumble
at the foot of the cross.
Believing in your promises,
he opens us to the beauty and life
you shape out of our grief and sin.

So, as we come to this Table of hope,
as we remember the truth of that life given for us,
we sing of that mystery called faith:

Christ of the outcast, Comfort of mourners,
Neighbor to strangers, Love without end;
Bearer of burdens, Grace ever with us,
Blessing our children, Brother and Friend.

And now we pray you
would fill these gifts
of the bread and the cup
with your welcoming Spirit.
As you open your heart
to feed us with your grace,
we would place our hearts in yours,
as we would go out to heal
the brokenness of our world.
As you pour the Cup of joy
into our arid souls,
we would see the rejected around us,
and rush together to embrace them.

And when we have followed the Way
home,
when we gather around the Table
you have prepared for us,
we will sing our songs of thanksgiving,
ever praising you,
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.

Spirit of kindness, Breath of forgiveness,
Faithful Companion, just as Christ said;
God's little children gathered together,
Drink of salvation, feast on your Bread.

(c) 2008 Thom M. Shuman

	Music



	Readings 

(see also ‘readings Easter 5A document on website arranged as A4 folded into A5 for distribution in worship if Bibles not available in worship)
Psalm 33:1-11 A Song of Praise

  In you, O LORD, I have sought protection

Do not let me be humiliated, in your faithfulness, deliver me.

  Turn your ear toward me, rescue me quickly, O LORD.

Be a mountain of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me.

  You are my rock and my stronghold.

For the honour of your name you will lead me and guide me.

  Deliver me from the net which they hide for me

For you are my refuge.

  Into your hands I entrust my life;

Pay the price for my safety, O LORD God.

  My future is in your hands --

Rescue me from the hands of my enemies and my pursuers.

  Let your face shine upon your servant

Save me in your loving-kindness.

  (Copyright, Jeff Shrowder 2002. For use in worship, with acknowledgement.)




