	Trinity Sunday

	Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 8

2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Matthew 28: 16-20
For Nathan Nettleton’s paraphrases of readings, go to http://www.laughingbird.net
(some other paraphrases are at the end of this resource)

	A significant part of the glory of the Christian understanding of God is the Holy Trinity. It invites in us a relationship with a God who, while holding within an eternal unity, meets us in different ways as we journey through life. The wonder of the Creator in Genesis brings to us a challenge to care for the whole of creation, as well as a sense of a God who is our loving Parent. Then there is the Christ whose life powerfully demonstrates a God who is embedded in all that we face, shows us that true life overcomes death and is not confined to some distant and transcendent being. Christ carries the same authority as the Creator, as we are reminded in Matthew. 
Last week we remembered the God who never leaves us in the Holy Spirit, the source of wisdom inspiration and passion and all the gifts we need to live life to the full. Could we ever imagine encompassing all that God is? Words for Worship


	Today we celebrate the Holy Trinity. There is mystery as well as reality in our belief in the Trinity: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are always limited by the powers of human perception in our encounters with the ineffable mystery of God. We can know God through the wonders of creation, in the person and work of Jesus Christ and through our personal encounter with the Spirit of God as one spirit meeting with another. But our belief in the Trinity is more than a record of our experience that we know God in different ways. It also points to a reality in which we believe. What in human terms we recognize as personality and community are both to be found in God.
David Beswick

	TRINITY
There are statements of a Trinitarian nature in the UCA Basis of Union, “They pray that this act may be to the glory of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”.(Para 1)  Another good example is “To God in Christ all people are called to respond in faith. To this end God has sent forth the Spirit that people may trust God as their Father, and acknowledge Jesus as Lord. The whole work of salvation is effected by the sovereign grace of God alone”. (Para 3)
There is also a basic structure in paragraphs 3 and 4 that assumes the work of the Father, and explicitly describes the ministry of Jesus, and then describes the work of the Spirit. In technical theological language we speak of the “Economic Trinity”, that is God as God is revealed in our world. (This would be contrasted with the “Immanent Trinity” which was a more speculative theology about the inner workings of the Trinity.) The Basis of Union is concerned only with the economic Trinity, especially God revealed in the life and death of Jesus.
Phil Gardner


	"Our God is complex, dynamic, relational, ever-reaching, ever seeking, ever creating, ever loving, and ever speaking"
(William Willamon: Preaching Resources, Trinity Sunday, 2005)

	Consider ways in which you might transform the worship space (eg strung lighting to represent the stars) or use projected images with a reflective piece of music, possibly with a voice over of Psalm 8 or a contemporary reading

	Opening words
	In mystery and grandeur
we see the face of God
in earthiness and the ordinary
we know the love of Christ

In heights and depths 
and life and death:
the spirit of God 
is moving among us

Let us praise God. 

WCC 1991: In Spirit and in Truth

	Opening words
	Based on Proverbs 8 

To you, O people, Wisdom calls...
Wisdom was at the beginning, 
with God.
To you, O people, Wisdom calls...
Wisdom called throughout the ages, 
calling to all creation.
To you, O people, Wisdom calls...
Wisdom beckons even now.
To you, O people, Wisdom calls...

© 1995 http://liturgyoutside.net/TrinitySunday.html, Katherine Hawker

	Words of introduction
	What can we really say about God the Trinity? If we try to define God, to say who God really is, we can do no more than stammer and use images. We begin to understand God much more easily if we reflect on what God has done for us and for all God's people. And then we discover that, above all, God has loved us and keeps loving us as a forgiving, merciful God, a Father who cares and is tender as a mother, as the Son who became one of us and made us free at the cost of his life, as a Sprit of love and unity and strength who keeps guiding and inspiring us and who prays with us and in us here in this time of worship.     

Adapted, http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/CycleA/may05/22.htm

	Candle lighting
(Trinity)

	I will light a light in the name of God, who lit the world and breathed the breath of life into me. 

I will light a light in the name of the Son, who saved the world and stretched out his hand to me. 

I will light a light in the name of the Spirit, who encompasses the world and blesses my soul with yearning. 

We will light three lights for the trinity of love: 

God above us, God beside us, God between us: 
the beginning, the end, the everlasting one. 
WCC 1991: In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship (Trinity)
	In the name of the Father

   ex nihilo the big bang

   hydrogen helium time and space

   wondrous cosmic unfolding and shaping

   leading to ants eagles dolphins and the human face.

 

In the name of the Son

   love from the beginning

   to Galilee Golgotha and Easter-where

   Paul Monica Francis Theresa and Tutu

   and common people in communities of loving care.

 

In the name of the Holy Spirit

   mothering-love birth and rebirth

   inflaming prophets and songsters

   Pentecost overflowing and enabling

   from Jerusalem, Quebec, Moscow and Perth.

 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

   transcomsic Chorus in three voices

   song of reconciliation and soaring joy

   among creatures shaped from stellar dust

   yet now on a crescendo which nothing can destroy.

                                                                                   Ó B D Prewer 2001


	Call to worship based on Psalm 8
	Holy and Eternal God, the glories of your Name are
beyond any finite understanding or human explanation.
The majesty and glory of God fills the earth - and
all that lies beyond it into the mystery of space.

Inspirational God, you enable tiny babes to praise you
in ways that we cannot, as they see, hear and know you.
We too seek the simplicity of their understanding,
so we can also sincerely and reverently praise you.

The power of your Holy Voice brings all things into being.
In reverent awe, we gather to worship you, Creating God. Amen.
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Call to worship
	To God be all glory,

the One who visits us in three persons,

the Holy Trinity of hope and love.

For there is no place which is without you, O God,

and no time when you are not there.

For you are the beginning and the end,

the source of all that is

in the wonder of universal life.

And yet, you take us by the hand and lead us,

as the life of Christ walks our human way

and shows us that life is stronger than death.

In the Holy Spirit, we are gifted, again and again,

and are called onwards toward a future

in which we are surrounded with love and grace,

We praise and worship you, O God,

for there is no other God like you.

Words for worship

	Call to worship
	based on Psalm 8.
O God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
The heart of creation throbs with your glory
Glory revealed in the vast reaches of the universe;
in the twinkling stars reflected in the wondering eyes and simple songs of little children.
Compared with your awesome power, O God, our lives would seem insignificant 
if we did not know how deeply you care for us and for all of creation.
You chose to honour humanity by giving us the responsibility of caring for all of your wonderful creation.
O God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

	Call to worship
	Gathered in the name of Jesus Christ,

inspired by the Holy Spirit,

and blessed by God, 

we come to worship one, holy God.
 

O God, our own God, 

how wonderful is your name in all the earth.

Your majesty is the music of the starry skies.
yet even children of dust can sing your praises.
 

In the name of the Healer, the Provider and the Enabler

let your gratitude and joy be made known.

O God, our own God,
how wonderful is your name in all the earth!
Bruce Prewer (adapted)

	Call to worship
	Called to be faithful stewards of creation, we come to worship:
to sing to the One who has created all that is good, beautiful, and true and who has shared everything with us.
Called to be disciples of Jesus Christ, we come to learn:
to follow the One who meets us in every moment of our lives, in every place where we find ourselves.
Called to proclaim the good news of Easter, we come to find the words:
to be taught by the Spirit who moves in and through us, as we serve the world.
Thom Shuman

	Call to worship
	Bruce Prewer’ s interpretation of Psalm 8, page 36, 
‘Australian Psalms’ 

	Prayer of approach
	Most wonderful God, forever beyond our grasp
yet by love always within our reach
we approach you with confidence.
Most wonderful Christ, forever ahead of us in wisdom and love
yet by love always beside us,
we approach you with eagerness.

Most wonderful Spirit, forever larger than the whole universe yet by love living in our hearts,
we approach you with delight and joy.

Please enable our worship to rise far higher than our intellect and let our love to go much deeper than our feelings.

To your praise and glory: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God to be ever loved, adored and served! Amen!

Bruce Prewer

	Prayer of approach
	Life-Giving, -Restoring, -Fulfilling God
 

The Word you spoke, and keep speaking, O God
            is the life, the sustenance,
            of all that is – seen and unseen.
 
The Life you gave, and keep giving, O Christ
            is the recreation, the renewed birth
            of every broken, wounded and sinful creature.
 
The breath you breathed, and keep breathing, O Spirit
            is the inspiration for creativity, compassion and community
            that connects and unites all that God has made.
 
Life-giving, Life-restoring, Life-fulfilling God,
            our worship seeks to honour you
            our hearts are devoted to you
            and our lives are completely given over to you.
Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2008 Sacredise


	Prayer of adoration
	Awesome and majestic God, your creative power, your glory and holiness are beyond our imagining, yet you chose to pour your love into our hearts in a most personal way - by sharing our humanity in Jesus Christ.  He revealed the human face of your love, and through his sacrificial love demonstrated the depth of divine love for us.  You equip us for our journey through life and beyond, by breathing new and everlasting life into our very beings,  through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  God - Creator, Redeemer, and renewing power of our lives - we worship and adore you.  Amen

Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	We give you all thanks and praise, O God, and to join with the whole world in declaring the greatness of your name.

In the beginning your Spirit brooded over the chaos and brought to birth all the beauty and abundance of creation. You created humankind in the image of your own faithful love and desire,
dressing us in glorious splendour and entrusting the care of the earth into our hands.

From our midst you brought forth your own child, Jesus the Christ — one with you, and the embodiment of your Spirit — and through him you invited all people  to be baptised into your triune dance of love. When he was killed, you raised him to life
and gave him all authority in heaven and on earth, and in him, through the Holy Spirit, you are with us always, even to the end of the age.

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

	Prayer of thanksgiving based on Psalm 8
	Holy and Majestic God, the glory of your name overshadows the
earth and all creation, time and space; and in awe and reverence
we come to worship you. God’s holy Name proclaims and identifies the being and wonder of God, yet with our finite minds, the power and glory of God is beyond us. We give thanks that we will never come to the end in our search for an understanding of Almighty God.

Through the grace and mercy of God, infants in all their simplicity are empowered and given the privilege of praising God, because their minds are not cluttered with useless information. Glorious God, may we also have the privilege of giving you our praise and glorifying your name with open and honest hearts; and with sincere minds and thoughts.

Before the majesty of God, we human beings are of little significance in the grand scheme of the universe, yet God has destined that humanity be given a special responsibility so that we can communicate with God, and be so blessed that we can speak to God in prayer, and know that we are heard and be answered. What a glorious blessing and gift!

Generous God, you have entrusted us with the care and nurturing of your creation, and yet we have been poor stewards of this responsibility. Give us, we pray, a clearer understanding of the significance of that role, and may we honour your Holy Name through our care of your world.

Holy and Majestic God, the glory of your name overshadows the earth and all creation. Praise and thankfulness is our offering to God this day. May this worship and praise be acceptable as a sincere act of worship. Amen.

© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Opening prayer
	Loving God, we are limited in our understanding of you, but we know that you care for us and for all creation. 
Thank you for loving us and remaining with us in our sorrows and joys.
Thank you for the life of Jesus whose life shows us the way to life and happiness and trust.
Thank you for your Spirit who leads us.
Warm our hearts and unite us, that we might open our lives to you to accept all your love and to respond to it by entrusting ourselves to you with all that you have made us and given us. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen.

http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/CycleA/may05/22.htm

	Opening Prayer
	Hearing your whisper,
creation tingles with anticipation,
knowing that goodness
and wonder are your heart's desires.
Listening to your instructions,
the universe shimmers with delight,
and all creatures fall down
to worship you.
Imaginative God,
you are as close
as the early morning breeze.

God spoke,
and you ran forth
to sprinkle the heavens
with the shimmering stars;
you poured the waters of grace
into the hollows of the earth,
so all life might emerge.
Bone of our bone,
flesh of our flesh,
you are as close
as the love which
fills our hearts.

God dreamed,
and you flowed over chaos,
shaping, spinning, weaving
the peace and joy
into the fabric of all life.
Your passion for hope
became flames which
dance in our hearts.
Spirit of fanciful faith,
you are as close
as a butterfly's wings
brushing our cheeks.

You are closer to us
than we ever dared hope,
God in Community, Holy in One,
and so we lift our prayer to you, saying
Our Father . . .

Thom Shuman

	A meditation on Psalm 8
	When I think about there being uncounted numbers of stars filling the heavens and beyond – what a wonderful and amazing God it is that we worship, and who has created this wonderful universe! The
stars, suns, moons and planets show God’s glory in a spectacular way, and how blessed I am to be able to experience God’s daily glory.

Creative pause:

I join with countless creatures in praising God!


How blessed we mortals are to be given the gift and capacity to love - by a loving and responsive God - who has taught us how to love and how to forgive. The glories of God’s mercies are shown in so many ways, and yet, who and what are we mortals that you remember us, that you love and care about us?

Creative pause:

The glories of God’s mercies are shown in many ways.


All God’s creatures are wonders of creation, even the cheeky little sparrows. The world and its creatures are so exquisitely balanced, each fulfilling their role and function in the larger scheme of life.
The Creating God of the Universe can only be praised and thanked.

Creative pause:

God created the world to function in balanced harmony.


In awed wonder, we give thanks to the extravagance of God, author of creation, with all that exaggerated beauty that is part of everyday life. O Lord my Lord, how majestic is your name in
all the earth - all these blessings are results of the work of your fingers!

Creative pause:

O Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Adapted, © 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	Prayer of confession
	O God, even as we celebrate your unity,

we know that sometimes

we forget the beauty of your three persons.

We hold to your transcendent life as Creator

and keep at a distance the challenges of Christ.

We bow before your glory

and keep your humanness away

from the reality of our own lives.

Silent reflection

Forgive us, Jesus Christ.

Guide and guard us, Holy Spirit,

and go on creating within us, Creator God.

If we are tempted to think that we know

all that there is to know, Holy Trinity,

closing ourselves off from ideas which others offer

and neglecting to search for even deeper truths:

Forgive us, Jesus Christ.

Guide and guard us, Holy Spirit,

and go on creating within us, Creator God.

This we pray in faith. Amen.

Words for worship

	Prayer of confession
	God, creator of all the wonders which make up this world...
When we treat our part of the world as a commodity to be used rather than a gift to be cherished; 
Forgive us.
When we fail to care for and protect this lovely land, with its mountains and ancient rock formations; its oceans, rivers and lakes; its unique flora and fauna; 
Forgive us.
A silence is kept

God, bearer of our humanity in Jesus Christ...
When we fail to live out the commandment to love one another as Jesus loves us;
Forgive us.
When we judge a person by the colour of their skin, by their possessions or their achievements, rather than accepting them as persons loved and accepted by you;
Forgive us.
A silence is kept

God, giver of the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into all truth...
When we betray the truth of the gospel through our lack of integrity or our abuse of ethical and moral principles;
Forgive us.
When we fear the changes we may have to make if we allow your power to flow into the places of our greatest weakness;              
Forgive us. 
A silence is kept

God - Creator, Redeemer, Life-giving Spirit - fill us anew with your 
creative power that we may be reborn in your image, glorifying you in and through who we are, and what we say and do and pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen      Moira Laidlaw

	Prayer of confession
	No pretence or excuse is needed in the Presence of God; it is a relief to admit to God and to each other the part we play in either walking in evil ways, or our allowing it to spread without protest. Let us pray.

 
Creator God, author of creation and sustainer of all things, if we take you for granted or turn our backs on you, 
forgive us and restore to us the joy of salvation.
 

Christ Jesus, Child of God and child of humanity, if we neglect you or follow you timidly from a long way behind, 

forgive us and restore to us the joy of salvation.

 

Holy Spirit, Source of birth and rebirth, nurturer of the family of God, if we reject your friendship to curry favour with the gods of contemporary fashion, 
forgive us and restore to us the joy of salvation.

 

Most loving God, origin and goal of communal love, gather us in with embrace and forgiveness. Through Christ Jesus we pray. Amen
Adapted, Bruce Prewer

	Prayer of confession
	When we play God,
            pretending we know best for ourselves
                    and those around us,
            and seeking to control what is uncontrollable,
We reveal our idolatry.
Forgive us and help us, O God.
 
When we act like martyrs,
            hiding our selfishness and brokenness
                    behind a mask of self-sacrifice
                    and self-righteousness
We reveal our lovelessness.
Forgive us and help us, O Christ.
 
When we fail to be the people we long to be,
            repeating the same mistakes,
                    forgetting the same lessons,
            losing heart and running out of energy and inspiration
We reveal our weakness.
Forgive us and help us, O Spirit.
 
Triune God, we need you to come to us again
            as God,
            as Saviour,
            as Counsellor.
Thank you that our forgiveness, healing and growth
            lies not in how hard we work,
                    but in how gracious you are.
And so we pray, with all that we are:
Forgive us and help us.
For the sake of your Kingdom. Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2008 Sacredise


	Prayer of confession/penitence
	Let us before the God of tenderness and of love offer the prayers of who we are, and name those times when we have not responded to God’s love.

A silence is kept

Jesus Christ, the face of God to us, 

in you we see God's love reflected:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, peace from God to us,
you bring reconciliation to the whole world:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, our life and unity
through the Spirit poured out on us:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Have mercy on us, Lord,
in your compassion and lead us to the joys of everlasting life. Amen.
http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/CycleA/may05/22.htm

	Words of assurance
	In each person of the Trinity lies grace,

in God the loving parent, in Christ the Human One

and in the Holy Spirit who never leaves us on our own.

We are forgiven this day!

Thanks be to God.

Words for worship

	Words of assurance
	“ ...God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us  and God’s love for us is demonstrated in this: ...while we still were sinners Christ died for us. “ (Romans 5:5, 8 NRSV) 
The good news therefore is this: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.Thanks be to God

	Words of assurance
	Lives that are chaotic become cradles of peace; hearts malformed by meanness are reshaped into goodness; souls filled with despair are cleansed with grae.
This is the good news: the God who created us is the God who redeems us; the God who redeems us, is the God who sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God! Amen.

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	O God of wonder and delight,

we celebrate your life.

There is no other God like you

and we will never know all that lies within you.

We thank you that, over and over again,

we experience you in different ways,

discovering other dimensions of your greatness.

We thank you for your faithfulness to us,

we who so often fail you.

We thank you that you have the patience and kindness

to call us on and that your presence gives us hope.

Praise be to you, Holy Trinity.

For you are God over all others.

Amen.

Words for worship



	Offering prayer
	O God, may our kindness be continually inspired by yours.

Receive our gifts now

and inspire us to greater generosity, we pray. Amen.

Words for worship

	Offering prayer
	Holy God, we give thanks for the many ways in which you touch and bless our lives.  Your holiness inspires us to be more holy; your love invites us to be more loving;  your life in us  brings to birth dreams and visions for a better and more just world.  We offer these gifts and our lives in thankfulness for all you have done and are doing in the world and in our lives. This we pray in Jesus name.  Amen              Moira Laidlaw

	A statement of faith

(Trinity)
	Echoing the fabled St Patrick, I bind unto myself this day, the strong name of the Trinity.

 
I bind unto myself this day the strong name of the Trinity.

The Creator’s gifts of earth and sky,
the flowing creeks and fertile land, 
the winter sun and summer moon,
the roaring sea and golden sand.
 

I bind unto myself this daythe Christ who wears our human clay.

The Baby sleeping in a stall,
the Healer touching our disease,
the Man of love upon the Cross,
the risen Friend who hears our pleas.
 
I bind unto myself this day the Spirit who is here to stay.

The Breath that makes the broken whole, 
the Truth that flows like liquid light,
the Wind that sweeps my dusty soul,
the Fire that warms the darkest night.
 

I bind unto myself this day the Fellowship that’s our mainstay.

The Love that holds us all in thrall,
the Love than links us one and all,
the Peace that sweeps away our fears,
the Joy that wipes away all tears.
 
From now unto infinity,

The strong name of the Trinity. 
                                     (Ó B D Prewer. Inspired by St Patrick)


	Prayer of intercession
	O God, we pray that we will know you more clearly

as we try in faith to live with you.

May we truly worship you

in body, mind, heart and soul,

so that the fullness of your life

is expressed in some small way within us.

Teach us to see the world around us as you do, Holy Spirit:

So that we discern your wisdom and guidance 

in all our relationships.

Help us to follow in your way, Jesus Christ:

Loving our neighbours as ourselves

and walking in courage towards those who exploit others.

Show us the beauty of your creation, God of the Universe:

That we may value everything that lives

and cherish all that you have given to us.

We pray now for your support for these people and ministries:

The people pray

May your church always bear witness

to the delight of your infinite reality, O God,

and gather together all that we know of you

into a unity which makes us one with you,

for you are the centre of everlasting life, O God. Amen.
Words for worship

	Prayers for others (based around ‘community’ in the Trinity)
	Our intercessions today centre around the theme of community. 

 

Let us pray.

 

Holy Friend, for that small community we call our family, with its strengths that nurture or its faults that hurt and inhibit its unity, we ask for a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Friend, for that community we call the church universal, with its many loves and its numerous failures and even its scandals, we ask for a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Friend, for that community we call our circle of friends, with its times of harmony and mutual joy and its incidents of misunderstanding or neglect, we ask a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Friend, for those communities we call health centres, and hospitals and hospices for the dying, with their skill and compassion yet also their pride and folly, we ask a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Friend, for those communities we call schools and universities, where much knowledge is imparted but love is not on the syllabus, we ask your special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Friend, for that multi-ethnic community called our nation, with virtues that make us proud to be Australian. yet also with its prejudices and hurtful ways, we ask a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 
Holy Friend, for that teeming community we call the world, rich with achievements for the good of all yet riven by greed, hatred, intolerance, injustice, arrogance, and war, we ask a special blessing.

Three-person’d God, join together your separated children.
 

Holy Father, thank you for sending your true Child Jesus to reconcile all things. By your Holy Spirit incite all people of faith and goodwill to strive untiringly for that communal harmony where the value of no one is denigrated, and where the gifts and successes of each person are celebrated with unstinted gratitude and joy. For your name’s sake. Amen!
Bruce Prewer

	Prayers for others
	A Desperate World
 

We are a world that is desperate for you, God.
 
When powers struggle for dominance,
and war, oppression and abuse result;
When groups of people oppose one another
            because of ideology, religion or culture;
We need a God who is bigger than ourselves,
and our personal interests.
 
Prayer may be offered for specific areas of conflict in the world.
 
When people are disregarded and devalued
            because of poverty, geography or disease;
When compassion and justice is withheld to some
because of sexuality, race or gender;
We need a Saviour who is more compassionate than we are
            who includes even those we would exclude.
 
Prayer may be offered for specific people and places of suffering in the world.
 
When resources are mismanaged and abused,
            and the world and its creatures are destroyed;
When motivation is scarce and creativity is in short supply
            to address the challenges that we face;
We need a Spirit who is more powerful and more creative
            than we could ever be.
 
Prayer may be offered for specific challenges and issues that we struggle with in the world.
 
Lord God, Loving Saviour, Empowering Spirit,
            we offer you these prayers
            because we need you so desperately.
Captivate us, call us and fill us,
            that we may be carriers of your eternal life
            to this world that you love so dearly. Amen.
by John van de Laar © 2008 Sacredise


	Commissioning and benediction
	Go in peace! 

The holy God is with us.

And may the glory of God be seen in every person of the Trinity:

In the majesty of the Creator. Amen. 

In the faithful and costly life of the Christ. Amen

And in the flame of passionate life which is the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Words for worship

	Commissioning and benediction
	God, who created you in the divine image, sends you forth:
we go, to reflect the presence of our Creator to everyone we meet.
Jesus, who has redeemed you, has established the reign of God in our midst:
we go, to bring healing to the broken of the world.
The Holy Spirit, who calls you to be God's people, goes with you to many places:
We go, to tear down the walls that divide us, and to build lives of hope for all of God's children.
And now, may the peace of the rolling waves, the peace of the silent mountains, the peace of the singing stars, and the deep, deep peace of the Prince of Peace, be with you now and forever. Amen.
Thom Shuman

	Benediction (Trinity)
	In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, I bless you. Amen!
 
That the rich provisions of the Creator may be gratefully accepted and shared, I bless you. Amen!
 
That the uncalculated love of the Redeemer may be fully trusted and shared, I bless you. Amen!
 

That the undiluted fellowship of the Counsellor may be enjoyed and shared, I bless you. Amen!
 

Go out from this church in peace and travel with humility and confidence. Amen!
Bruce Prewer

 

	Benediction (Trinity)
	The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
                                          2 Corinthians 13:13 NRSV
Threefold Amen. 

	Commissioning and benediction
	Go out into the world and live in peace.

And may God look upon you and take delight in you;
May Christ Jesus be with you always, to the end of the age;
And may the Holy Spirit lead you into the dance of love that is the life of the Trinity.

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
........In the name of Christ. Amen.
©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

	Music suggestions
	Genesis 1: 1 to 2: 4a

All things bright and beautiful
TiS.135  AHB.70

All things praise you, God most high
TiS.148

God, who stretched the spangled heavens
TiS.163  AHB.112

I sing the almighty power of God
TiS.119  AHB.40

Praise with joy the worldís Creator
TiS.179

Stars and planets flung in orbit
TiS.186

Psalm 8

Lord, our Lord, your glorious name
TiS.3

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
TiS.155  SFGP.50 NJS.108

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13

Father, bless us as we go
TiS.781

How deep the riches of our God
TiS.167  AHB.116

May the grace of Christ our Saviour
TiS.777  AHB.373

Peace with the Father, peace with Christ the Son
TiS.466  AHB.402

This day God gives me
TiS.642  AHB.570

Matthew 28: 16-20

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing
TiS.387  SA.18

Father in heaven, grant to your children
TiS.465  AHB.399

Holy God we praise your name
TiS.127  AHB.86

Lord, the light of your love is shining
TiS.675  SIS.580

Sent forth by Godís blessing
TiS.531  SA.76

The call of God resounding
TiS.460

We all believe in God who made
TiS.435



	Music (Trinity)
	TiS 132 Holy Holy Holy

	Moira Laidlaw suggestions
	TIS 188: “Where wide sky rolls down and touches red sand”
TIS 132: “Holy, holy, holy Lord God almighty”
TIS 100: All creatures of our God and King  Verses 1, 2, 4 & 7
TIS 101: “Come, you people, come adore him”
TIS 119: “I sing the almighty power of God”

ALL TOGETHER WHATEVER 459: “God. Version 1.0”

TIS 413/AHB 327: “Holy Spirit, come confirm us”
TIS 245/AHB 189: “We have a gospel to proclaim”
TIS 179: “Praise with joy the world’s Creator”
TIS 253: “O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr”
TIS 691: Faith will not grow from words alone”
TIS 405/AHB 318: O Spirit of the living God”
TIS 777/AHB 373: “ May the grace of Christ our Saviour”

	Other resources
	“Things fixed and familiar” p. 47 in Jesus our Future.”Reconciliation” p.58f. in Australian Psalms;  
“Prayer of the Aboriginal People” page 2 in Be our Freedom, Lord.

	Communion - Thom Shuman 
	Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
At the beginning, God of Imagination,
you finger-painted sunrises and sunsets on the blank canvas of chaos. You sang creation's cantata, while suns, moons, and stars
kept watch over your delights. You laughed, while lions, tigers, and bears danced joyfully in the meadows, with everything that
wiggles, creeps, crawls clapped their hands in time.
When you would have clothed us in glory, we found sin and death to be a more comfortable fit.
Prophets came teaching obedience and calling us to faithful lives, but we continued to insist on having control of our souls.
So, you sent Jesus, to make our brokenness whole once again.

So, with grace, love and unity our faithful companions and teachers, and with all the saints of every time and place, we lift our songs of thanksgiving:

Sanctus

Holy are you, God over us, and blessed is Jesus Christ, God with us. He took off glory's garb, to put on humanity;
he set aside heaven's honor, to be crowned with thorns;
he spoke of love and hope, silencing our enemy, pride;
he went into the grave, to free us from death's grasp.

As we remember his life, death, and resurrection,
as we celebrate his recreative power in us,
we would speak of that mystery called faith:

Memorial Acclamation

Send your Spirit to move over the gifts of the bread and the cup,
and to bring light and goodness to those who gather around your Table. As we break the Bread of life, may we become living hope to a world mired in despair. As we drink from the Cup of grace, may we cup your kindness and peace in our hearts and souls, so we might be poured out to those who thirst for your
peace and gentleness in their lives.

And when your dreams which began at creation are realized when all time comes to an end, when we gather around your Table, with saints and sinners, disciples and deniers, we will find ourselves closer to you that we ever thought we might be,
singing our praises forever and ever,
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen


	Psalm 8 – Bruce Prewer
	 Holy God, our most loving God, 
awesome is your name in all the earth!

 

Your glory exceeds the universe and time,

   in eternity your name is chanted with love;

yet here even infants and babies can praise you,

   silencing arrogant adults and loud cynics

 

When I am out in the country at night,

   and look up at your finger painting in the skies,

the moon, planets and the stunning Milky Way,

   all of it there only because of you,

I ask myself what is it about human beings

   that you have time for our worries,

what ever is it that is precious enough

   for you to take such care of us?

 

It seems you have made us almost like gods,

   crowning us with honour and responsibility.

You made us stewards of your handiwork;

   the health of all creatures depends on us,

the herds of cattle and flocks of sheep,

   kangaroo, emu, bilby and wombat,

eagle and blue wren, coral reef and dolphin,

  and great whales that make paths in the sea.

 

Holy God, our loving God,

   awesome is your name in all the earth! 

              Ó B D Prewer 2001

 ‘Slightly Less than Gods’ in Australian Psalms: Ó Open Book Publishers


	Psalm 8 with Thich Nhat Hanh, Teachings on Love 


	O LORD, our Sovereign, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars that you have established; 
what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
mortals that you care for them? 

Even as a mother protects with her life 
her child, her only child, 
so with a boundless heart 
should one cherish all living beings.

Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
and crowned them with glory and honor. 
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under their feet, 
all sheep and oxen, 
and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

Let no one do harm to anyone. 
Let no one put the life of anyone in danger. 
Let no one, out of anger or ill will, wish anyone harm.

O LORD, our Sovereign, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

May all living beings live in security and peace, 
beings who are frail or strong, tall or short, big or small, 
visible or not visible, near or far away, already born or yet to be born. May all of them dwell in perfect tranquility. 

Thich Nhat Hanh is a world renown Vietnamese Zen master and peacemaker. He is the author of numerous books and is known for his poetry. He lives in Plum Village, a meditation community in France, and travels widely teaching the "art of mindful living".



