Proper 8A/Ordinary 13A/Pentecost +2

	Readings
	Genesis 22:1-14 Abraham saved from sacrificing his son
Psalm 13 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever?
Romans 6:12-23 Two kinds of slavery: to sin or righteousness
Matthew 10:40-42 Whoever welcomes you welcomes me

	Centering
	Silence
Let there be a silence among us… (Silence)
May God’s stillness and peace rest upon us.
May God’s presence permeate all our living.
May God’s blessing bloom around us. (Silence)
Rex AE Hunt

	Centering
	The smallest thing, under the influence of God, is made infinitely precious and eternal.

 If we come to worship focussing on our needs, we will go away feeling let down.
If we come wanting a God made in our own likeness, we will be disappointed.
If we come rigid in our ideas and set in our ways, we will leave as barren as we arrived. (Bruce Prewer)
A silence is kept

Let us turn our attention to God, who has loved us from the beginning, and whose love is never diminished. 

God pursues us with love, to draw us once again into relationship, one in communion with God, one in communion with each other. 

God is generous and faithful. We can trust in God’s mercy and grace. 

Let us worship God.           Sandy Boyce
 

	Call to worship
	With joy and celebration, God welcomes us to this place.
How good it is to gather in God's house!
With joy and celebration, we welcome one another.
We greet each other by name;
we are equal in God's Kingdom.
We open our hearts, to welcome God's love;
we open our arms, to welcome God's people.
Here, every single one of
God's children is welcome. Thom Shuman

	Call to worship
	Jesus said:

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me."

Let us welcome a stranger.

Let us welcome God.

Based upon Matthew 10:40. Written for Evangelical United Church of Christ, 1999. Copyright Katherine Hawker.



	Prayer of the Day
	You have invited us to this place,
Accepting God,
for this is where you want us.
Here, we learn to trust you,
and to faithfully follow where you lead us.
Here, we learn to listen to you,
and hear the words of life,
of hope, of healing.
Here, we learn to bring everything to you -
even our pain, especially our brokenness -
that we might be made whole.

Pilgrim Jesus:
you are with us in this place,
and in every place
where we live, work, play, pray.
And, if we dare to trust
this good news,
we discover that grace
which sets us free:
to treat one another
as sisters and brothers;
to use that grace
to break down every barrier;
to live that grace
in every moment of our lives.

We would receive you
into our hearts, Abiding Spirit,
knowing that you have brought us together,
and by the gift of your presence,
we are no longer strangers
but friends and neighbors
in your Kingdom. Thom Shuman

	Reflection
	You never really get tired of knocking,
            do you, Jesus?
Your gentle persistence as you seek a welcome
            is both amazing and disturbing;
 
There are times when I wish you would just leave me alone,
                        times when I don’t want to have to deal with you;
            Your constant seeking of attention for the hidden and voiceless ones
                        your gentle call to live always from the best of me
                        your persistent presence making itself known 
in all I do and say and think.
 
But, most of the time, I am grateful that you seek to be welcomed
            I am glad that you give me the choice to invite you in
                        and that you welcome me so freely;
 
It seems strange that as God you don’t just demand entrance
                        but wait for me to open the door;
            that you don’t just radiate your glory
and make your knocking unmistakeable,
            instead of hiding in the faces of children and creatures,
                        earth and sky, broken and wounded ones.
 
But, for all its mystery, your coming, your knocking, your gentle asking for access
                        is a gift beyond measure;
            A gift that I receive, when I remember who you are,
                        with humble thanks and open submission.
 
Amen.
by John van de Laar  © 2008 Sacredise
 



	Reflection
	It’s a tough thing for us to learn, Jesus,
            how you hide in the most unlikely places;
            how you beckon us into life and compassion
                        by disguising yourself in broken humanity.
            But, when our eyes are opened, 
we discover that we are never far from your heart,
            from your kingdom.
 
And so we ask you to show yourself to us again,
            and lead us into prayerful action;
 
Help us to share your grief when lives are needlessly lost
            simply because they have no money for food or shelter,
            because they have no access to medicine and care,
            because they have no choice but to live
where war and violence constantly threaten;
 
Help us to feel your offense when the least are exploited
            by the lust of those who are physically stronger,
            by the greed of those who are financially richer,
            by the disregard of those who are politically more powerful.
 
Help us to know your pain when what you have created is destroyed
            by the carelessness of expediency,
            by the short-sightedness of progress at all costs,
            by the sense of entitlement of proud humanity.
 
Teach us to welcome you, Jesus, 
by welcoming those in whom your image is hidden,
and by working, in our small worlds, 
to make visible your kingdom where all are welcomed.
 
Amen.
by John van de Laar
© 2008 Sacredise
 



	Prayer of confession
	In your house, there is room for all; 
at your Table, we find a place set for us. 
Yet we admit, Inviting God, 
that we find it difficult to be as accepting as you and we find it easy to shoulder others away from your feast. 
You fling wide the doors to your kingdom, Welcoming God, 
but we are quick to try to shut them 
to those who are different from us. 
Your heart is open so that all might experience your grace, and we reluctantly remember our ungracious words and deeds. 
Forgive us, God of every person: heal our broken lives; 
mend our fragmented souls. 
Open our hearts to your vision of the Kingdom 
where all are welcome, all are affirmed, all are beloved
 - even as we receive these gifts from Jesus Christ, who we know as Lord and Savior. Thom Shuman

	Prayer of confession
	For our slowness to recognize your gifts in other people and their calling to be children of God: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 
For our reluctance to accept your free gifts and your gracious call to play our part in your ministry: Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 
For any cause of division in your body for which we are responsible: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

David Beswick
 

	Prayer of confession
	Introduction: 

It is a challenge to be a follower of Christ in a time of great religious diversity and plurality. It is also a challenge to be a follower of Christ when there is too little in the way of religious life valued in the wider community. How then shall we live? Let us bring our prayers of confession.             Sandy Boyce
 

 

Regretfully but sincerely, loving God, we confess that we don’t often live in the style of Jesus; 

Too readily we adjust to the values and attitudes of the rest of the community; sometimes there is nothing distinctive or winsome about us.
 

Regretfully, loving God, we confess that we do not make the most of our faith;

In the times we have to ourselves in this busy life, we do not make space for reflection and prayer; we leave you at the edges instead of embracing your at the centre of our days.
 

Regretfully, loving God, we confess that we have looked for you in remarkable people and spectacular events;

Yet we have ignored you in the ordinary circumstances, in ordinary friends and neighbours, and in ordinary church members.
 

Regretfully, loving God, we confess that we have not been very fair to ourselves;

We have hidden our gifts behind false modesty, withheld strengths lest others expect a lot from us, and been too afraid that our faith may be mocked if expressed openly.
 

Regretfully, loving God, we unfold our lives before you. 
A silence is kept

Bruce Prewer

 

	Prayer of confession

(can be linked to Bruce’s prayer of confession above)
	Please forgive and expunge the things that are sloppy, unloving or rotten. 

Please mend the things that are torn or distorted or fractured. 

Please rehabilitate that soul-image of yourself that exists in each of us, 

and give us the desire and the will and the strength 

to make a good fist of living by faith in this new week.

In the name of Christ Jesus our Saviour, we pray.

Amen! Bruce Prewer
Or 

We recognize within ourselves those things that are sloppy, unloving or rotten. 

We recognize within ourselves those things that are torn or distracted or fractured. 
A silence is kept for the prayers of who we are

We seek healing and restoration. We seek forgiveness. 

A silence is kept

We seek once again the soul-image of yourself that exists in each of us, and the desire and the will and the strength to live the way of faith in the coming days and weeks. We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. (adapted by Sandy Boyce, based on Bruce Prewer)


	Words of assurance
	Can it be any clearer? God has created us to be a family - sisters, brothers, neighbors, friends. No longer strangers, we are all welcome in the kingdom of love, grace, and hope.
In Christ, we are one. There are no barriers, no, differences, no divisions. We are a new people, forgiven and made whole. Thanks be to God. Amen. Thom Shuman

	Prayers for others (for 2 voices)
	Most loving God, you have put it in our hearts to pray for one another. 

Please hear our prayers, correct their errors, and bless all that is wise and loving.
 

We pray for the young and the strong, and all who are full of joy and high hopes today.

We pray for the elderly and the weak, and all who are utterly weary and disheartened today.
 

We pray for the wise and the generous, and those who are looking for new challenges today.

We pray for the foolish and the selfish, and those who evading their responsibilities today.
 

We pray for peace-keepers and peacemakers, and all who work for justice and peace today.

We pray for the hostile and the treacherous, and all who will resort to violence today.
 

We pray for the well housed and well fed, and those who share their good fortune today.

We pray for the homeless and the hungry, and all whose plight is ignored today.
 

We pray for the patient and the merciful, and all who will make new friends today.

We pray for the hasty and the judgmental, and all who will create some misery today.
 

We pray for the healthy and the buoyant, and those who will share much happiness today.

We pray for the dying and the sad, and those who will weep inconsolably today.
 

We pray for the faithful and the loving, and all who will worship with delight today.

We pray for the faithless and the cynical, and all who will find life a drag today.
 

We pray for our loved ones and our friends, and those whom we will meet casually today.

We pray for strangers and enemies, and those who will think evil of us today.
 

Loving God, please bring the day nearer when our prayers and our deeds will work in perfect harmony, 

and we will be a blessing to all those whose lives touch ours. Through Christ Jesus our Saviour.
Amen!                  Bruce Prewer

	Passing the peace
	Can be linked to words from the gospel reading….. (whoever welcomes me….)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Communion liturgy – Thom Shuman
	Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
With great joy and thankgiving,
we lift our songs of praise to you,
God of all life.
You did not withhold
your treasures from us,
but poured them out
in overflowing abundance for us:
sparkling streams, rolling clear and clean;
carpets of grass,
through which the wind tiptoes;
crystal blue skies freckled
with bright, billowing clouds.
All was created and called good by you,
and offered as gifts for us.
But when we could have danced
through Eden, free and joyous,
we chose to let sin bind us,
placing us on death's altars.
When we refused to answer you
when you called in the night,
when we turned deaf ears
to the prophets you sent to us,
you did not withhold your only son,
the Child you loved most of all,
but sent Jesus to come to us,
providing a way home to your heart.

So, we lift our voices, filled with joy,
joining them with the glad songs
of every place and generation,
all creation praising your name:

Sanctus

Holy are you, God of constant love,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior,
and the love of your heart.
When we thought you had forgotten us,
he came to remind us
of your eternal promises;
when we would lay in
the cradling arms of pain,
he came to make us whole;
when we prepared to sleep
in death's comforting bed,
he came to shine the light
of your love upon us,
and to welcome us home
in your kingdom of eternal life.

As we remember his hospitality to all,
as we would not forget his dying for us,
as we would celebrate his resurrection,
we would tell of that mystery we call faith:

Memorial Acclamation

You send your Spirit
to rest upon the gifts
of the bread and the cup,
and to welcome all your children
to the feast of the Lamb of Life.
As we eat of that Bread
which makes us whole,
we would make room
for all of your children,
welcoming all who have been
rejected by the world.
As we drink deeply from
that Cup which gives us life,
we would leave this place
to go and be with all
who are bound by fear and failure,
by hunger and hopelessness,
by hate and persecution,
not withholding our
most precious possession,
but sharing our lives with them.

And when all time has ended,
when we are gathered as your family
at the table which you have prepared for us,
we will feast on the grace you provide,
praising you forever and ever,
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. Thom Shuman

	Communion liturgy

Nathan Nettleton
	Let us lift up our hearts.
........We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
........It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God,
— trusting and rejoicing in your love —
for you save us with a free gift of eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

You created all things
and everything we have belongs to you.
You commended your servant Abraham
for his willingness to offer you his beloved son,
and from his family you called a people to follow your ways.

In Jesus the Christ, you have offered to us your own beloved Son.
Whoever welcomes him welcomes you,
and whoever welcomes the teaching he entrusted to us
finds the way that leads to righteousness and life.
When he was killed 
you brought him back from death to life,
and through his grace, 
you have freed us from slavery to sin
and bound us to Christ, 
so that we might be sanctified 
and follow him in pathways of life.

Therefore with .....

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


