This resource contains prayers and reflections that invite us to consider the teachings of Jesus and the biblical narrative, as well as contemporary reflections, in the light of the death of Osama bin Laden this week. You may wish to light a candle, to sit in silence, to offer prayers, to spend time in prayerful reflection to name your hopes, fears and sorrows. 
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This week the United States military located and killed Osama bin Laden at his compound in Pakistan. It comes in the year of the tenth anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks that left people throughout the world in shock and grieving for the senseless loss of life. 
Jubilance, exaltation, revulsion - all those emotions mingle as people struggle to find an appropriate response to bin Laden’s death. Many see no reason to rejoice and instead feel a deep sense of disquiet and unease. Rather, the news of bin Laden’s death may lead us further into grief, prayer and repentance for what is happening in our world. 

For people of faith committed to seeking peace with justice, turning to God in prayer is most appropriate: that we might listen deeply and patiently for God to guide our thoughts and actions along the pathways to a just peace, for healing of the human heart and reconciliation. Our prayers are a fitting response to the violent death of an enemy, whose cause still lives as a challenge and a threat. Rev. Geoffrey A. Black
The death of bin Laden should be an occasion for sober reflection, not for silly celebration. We should use it to ask what we have won, what we have lost, and what remains to be done. Jonathan Zimmerman
His death does not heal the world, but allows the dirt in the wound to be washed away. Now we need to spend time healing, and it will be a job. The symbol is dead, what he symbolized should die as well. Hussein Rashid

There is much relief that Osama bin Laden is dead. He caused a lot of death himself, and his own demise means that he won’t be able to wreak more havoc on the world. Revenge is a natural reaction to tragedy, violence, and injustice. But a natural impulse isn’t necessarily a good one. Yes, we feel the need to exact revenge from our enemies. But our key religious scriptures as well as our greatest political leaders warn us against this dark human desire, which transmits our feuds and vendettas to future generations. Indeed, we are at our most human when we are resisting it. Jonathan Zimmerman

A prayer

Gracious God, you look with great love on all your people of whatever race, culture and religion. Send your Holy Spirit upon all the diverse peoples of our world: the Spirit of peace and justice, of understanding and reconciliation. May people of violence allow themselves to be touched by the plight of those who suffer, and may your Spirit help broaden the horizons and deepen the understanding of us all. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. Nicholas Hutchinson

A word from the Vatican

Christians should never welcome anyone’s death. Osama bin Laden, as we all know, had the very grave responsibility of spreading division and hatred amongst the people, causing the death of countless of people, and of instrumentalizing religion for this end. In front of the death of man, a Christian never rejoices but rather reflects on the grave responsibility of each one in front of God and man, and hopes and commits himself so that every moment not be an occasion for hatred to grow but for peace. The Vatican
Reflections from the Muslim community

"I don't think it's possible to control the celebrating. It's a natural reaction, especially for people who've felt the consequences of Osama’s actions. More Muslims died as a result of bin Laden than anyone else. That said, I cannot think of any example in sacred texts suggesting that it's okay to celebrate someone's death. I don't think any of the prophets would condone such a reaction.” Imam Muhamed Hasic, 

The Quran teaches reverence for every life, even the most repugnant ones. Islam stresses that the death of a person should be observed in a respectful and solemn way, whether Muslim or not. A story from Islam illustrates this point. The Prophet Mohammad was sitting by a road one day when a funeral procession came by. The prophet stood up out of respect. “The people with him told him, ‘But he’s not a Muslim.’ “The Prophet Mohammad said, ‘Isn’t it a human soul?’” 

A reading from the Christian Scriptures
Romans 12: 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[c] Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

"I mourn the loss of thousands of precious lives, but I will not rejoice in the death of one, not even an enemy. Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that." (a Facebook statement written by Jessica Dovey, incorrectly attributed to Martin Luther King, Jr.)

There can be no joy in this moment for us. Jesus calls us in his teachings to do the difficult thing of loving our enemies and praying for those who persecute us. Osama’s death does not bring us any closer to our ultimate goal – a just peace, healing of the human spirit and reconciliation between human beings and with God. We know that revenge does not lead to healing and reconciliation. It does not move us any closer to peace.
We lament……
We lament the loss of lives in the 9/11 and other terrorist attacks, 
the loss of lives in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
the financial toll of waging a war at the expense of people’s welfare, 
the emotional toll of soldiers returned from duty. 
We lament…..
We lament the ongoing unrest, injustice, discontent, distrust and hatred 
that sows the seeds from which terrorism emerges. 
We lament……

From the Hebrew Scriptures
There is a strong tradition in scripture of hoping for and celebrating the fall of enemies (a perfect example is Psalm 137 where the nation of Israel prays blessings for the one who takes the babies of the Babylonians, their captors, and dashes them against the rocks). But there is also a consistent warning that comes to us from Jesus and the Old Testament prophets that we must be reflective and prayerful in our response to enemies. Ezekial 33:11 reads: 'As surely as I live, declares the sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.'" Warnings like that point out that there are pitfalls we must look out for in our drive to overcome evil. For the Christian, no matter what one feels about the death of Osama bin Laden, we must weigh Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount carefully, to love enemies and pray for those who persecute you. This love is not an emotion, it is not well wishes or leniency towards evil. Rather, it is a principled way of acting and responding in light of who God is." Pastor Matt Miofsky
Proverbs 11:10 reads, ‘When the wicked perish there is song.' The implication being that some sense of jubilation is appropriate. But then Proverbs 24:17 counters: 'When your enemy falls, do not rejoice. When he stumbles let your heart not exhalt.' As the rabbinic teaching goes, as the children of Israel were crossing the sea and the army of Pharaoh was drowning, God rebuked the angels for showing excessive joy. 


From the rising of the sun until its setting 


God of peace


God of justice


God of infinite mercy


Remember your people. 

From the bleakness of war to the lavish warmth of peace 


God of peace


God of justice


God of infinite mercy


Remember your people. 

From the peace of eternity to the pain of the present moment 


God of peace


God of justice


God of infinite mercy


Remember your people. 

We turn to you, God, asking that you enfold our planet in your justice, peace and truth. Enlighten the minds of those making decisions - melt the hearts of those inflicting cruelty upon others and strengthen the resolve of all who pray for peace.

And may God bless us - and the peoples who share our planet. And may God hold our world and all its people in the palm of God’s hand. AMEN

Wellspring 2005, http://www.wellsprings.org.uk/liturgies/remember.htm


The teaching of Jesus

In the Beatitudes (Gospel of Matthew chapters 5-7) Jesus is clear, consistent and insistent about creative nonviolence: “Blessed are the peacemakers. Offer no violent resistance to one who does evil. When someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn and offer the other cheek. Love your enemies and pray for your persecutors. Do not judge. Forgive and you will be forgiven. Seek first God’s reign and God’s justice.” 
He never says, “However, if your enemies are particularly vile, kill them all.” Jesus does not offer a set of conditions to justify warfare. He commands universal, nonviolent love. He goes even further in his politics of peace to argue for this unusual practice because, he says, it is the very nature of God. Then you will be sons and daughters of God “who makes the sun rise on the bad and the good and causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust.” John Dear
Christians are called to reject violence, vengeance, retaliation, war, and killing, and instead practice universal love, boundless compassion, generous forgiveness and persistent peacemaking. Let us pray to the God of peace for a new spirit of universal love and creative nonviolence, that the days of vengeance, violence, assassination, drone attacks, nuclear terrorism and war will soon end and a new day of peace will dawn.www.johndear.org
When Jesus was surrounded by guards near the end of his life, one of his disciples picked up a sword. Jesus rebuked the disciple, saying, “Those who live by the sword die by the sword.” Certainly Osama bin Laden, who lived by the sword, received the world’s form of justice. But do we really think that violence, even a ‘justified’ act of violence, has the capacity to heal the wounds inflicted by violence - or to end the cycle of violence? Scott Appleby

A prayer for the world

O Lord, you love justice and you long for peace to be established on earth. 

We bring before you the disunity of today’s world: the absurd violence, and the many wars, which are breaking the courage of the peoples of the world; 

human greed and injustice, which breed hatred and strife. 

Send your Spirit and renew the face of the earth; t

each us to be compassionate towards the whole human family; 

strengthen the will of all those who strive for justice and for peace, and give us that peace which the world cannot give. Amen. (adapted, from In Spirit and in Truth, WCC 1991)

UN Declaration of Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (10 December 1948) provides that everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him. The US adopted the UDHR and committed itself morally, if not in domestic law, to outlawing extra-judicial killing - killings not authorised by courts and judges after a fair trial. Extra-judicial killings are, as Osama bin Laden's death was, murder. Bin Laden was not brought to justice. His execution by agents of the sovereign people of the United States was a fundamental breach of Article 10 of the UHDR. Both law and spirituality define revenge as an outlawed reason for any act, no matter how brave and skilful or how great the provocation.Moira Rayner 

‘The war on terror is over,’ says Peter Beinart in the Daily Beast. ‘Al Qaeda lost.’ Really?
Since 9/11, the US Congress has authorized a staggering $1.3 trillion on wars, extra security measures, and associated costs. These astronomical sums could have been spent fighting climate change, providing health care, curing cancer or in any number of other socially useful ways. To give some perspective, the UN says global hunger could be ended for $195 billion a year. In other words, the sums spent on the war on terror could have fed every single person on the planet for nearly seven years, saving millions upon millions of lives, and dramatically reducing social tensions across the planet. Instead, the US successfully killed Osama bin Laden. Well, if that’s a win, God knows what a defeat would look like. Jeff Sparrow


Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy.  (from the Franciscan tradition)
A blessing

May the blessing of the God of peace and justice be with us; 

May the blessing of the Son who weeps the tears of the world’s suffering be with us; 

And may the blessing of the Spirit who inspires us to reconciliation and hope be with us; from now until eternity. Amen. © 2003 Clare McBeath
