
O RD E R O F W O RSH IP 
 
 

 
PR E L UD E 
 

 
 
C A L L T O W O RSH IP :   (Printed in bulletin)  Invite the congregation to stand and join you in 
reading the call to worship with one of the following: 
 

1.  On this [beautiful*] day that God has made, let us begin our worship together by reading 
responsively the Call to Worship.  Please stand if you are able. [*adjective of your choice] 

 
2. 

Worship printed in the bulletin.  Please stand if you are able. 
 

3. Together let us begin our worship of God by reading responsively the Call to Worship in 
your bulletin.  Please stand if you are able. 

 
OPE NIN G H Y M N 
 
OPE NIN G PR A Y E R (Printed in bulletin):  Invite the 

 
 

 
 
C A L L T O C O N F ESSI O N  (Read one that fits with the Prayer of Confession printed in the 
bulletin.) 
 
The God revealed to us in the pages of scripture is a welcoming and inclusive God who directs 
us to love one another.  We seek to remove all the barriers that keep us from that love.  Let us 
now confess all that separates us from each other and from God.  Let us pray together the Prayer 

 
 
 
Jesus said, Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy burdened, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your soul.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.   

 
 
 

have faith in Christ, we dare to approach God with the truth of our lives.  Let us pray together the 
 

 
         (go to next page) 
 



(Call to Confession, cont.) 
 
When the righteous call for help, God hears and delivers them from their troubles.  God is near to 
the brokenhearted and rescues those whose spirit is crushed.   

 
 
 
PR A Y E R O F C O N F ESSI O N (Printed in bulletin) 
 
SI L E N C E  (1 full minute for silent individual confession) 
 
ASSUR A N C E O F PA RD O N  (Read one of the following) 
 
The good news is that Christ calls us to new life.  In Christ we are freed to begin again and again, 
and to live in joy.  Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
 
When we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our need, God gives us grace to grow 
and courage to continue the journey.  Hear the good news:  those who are in Christ are a new 
creation; the old has passed away and behold, the new has come.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Friends, God hears our prayers. God loves and values us, forgives what is past, and calls us to 
new discipleship.  Thank be to God! 
 
 

e another, 
to forgive one another and to be forgiven. We are given new life.  With full and free hearts, let us 

 
 
 

on and 
forgiveness on us.  Through Christ we are given new and abundant life.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
R ESPO NSE /G L O RI A (sung) 
 
PASSIN G T H E PE A C E 
 L eader : May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 
 
 
W O RDS O F W E L C O M E 
 
SH A RIN G F A I T H W I T H C H I L DR E N 
 
 
        (go to next page) 
 



PR A Y E R O F I L L U M IN A T I O N  (Choose one that fits with your scripture reading and with 
the theme(s) of the service indicated by the prayers, for example.) 
  
God, source of all light 
by your Word, you give light to the soul. 
Pour out on us 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
that our hearts and minds may be opened 
to know your truth and your way. 
Amen. 
 
 
Shine within our hearts, loving God, the pure light 
of your divine knowledge,  
and open the eyes of our minds and hearts  
that we may understand and embrace the message of the Scripture. 
Amen. 
 
 
Gracious God, 
we do not live by bread alone. 
Let the heavenly food of the scripture 
we are about to hear 
nourish us today in the ways of eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. 
Amen 
 
 
God of mercy, 
you promised never to break your covenant with us. 
In the midst of the multitude of words in our daily lives, 
speak your eternal Word to us, 
that we may respond to your gracious promises 
with faithfulness, service and love. 
Amen. 
 
 
Living God, 
help us  so to hear your Word 
that we may truly understand; 
that, understanding, we may believe;  
and believing, 
we may follow your way in all faithfulness, 
seeking your honor and glory in all that we do. 
Amen. 
 
 
         (go to next page) 
 



SC RIPT UR E R E A DIN G 
 Introduce the reading by naming the Book , Chapter and verses.   

 You may also provide 1-2 brief 

-explanatory.) 

 d from God  

 At end of the reading, read from Bulletin:  

 [Thanks be to God] 
 
 
 

finished! 


