Holy Week A – Monday
Preparation

May all that is within me sit quietly before God

May my soul rest and listen

May I touch the heart of God and be transformed

Christine Sine
Take some time to just ‘be’ in the presence of God. If you wish, light a candle before you begin reading through this resource. 

Jesus, as we start once again to follow you on the way to the cross, we are apprehensive. For we are not sure of ourselves. On our journey, we have often been afraid, often sought the safe options. On our journey we have often tried to hide our real selves from others, from ourselves and from you. We, who dare to say we are following you, know how faltering are our footsteps, how delicate our discipleships, how feeble our faith. 

Yet still you call us by name and invite us into your company and onto your road. So give us the courage and the commitment we need: help us to look out for one another on the road; show us how we may share the duty and the joy of discipleship, knowing that, in the end, it is you who have blazed the trail, you who accompany us all the way, you who will meet us on the road, and say our name. Amen. John Harvey, Eggs and Ashes
The glad hosannas are no longer heard.
The shouting is over, the palms are gathered;
the shadows lengthen;
the plotting begins in earnest.
Knowing the outcome, we come with heavy hearts.

And what do we hear?


An unchanged and unchanging message of love;

God's love, a poet's love, a woman's love.

God's love, foretold by Isaiah, in the shape of a servant.


Reading 1: Isaiah 42:1-9

42Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 


Silent reflection

The poet's love: 
the psalmist writes as one whose life is grounded in the grace of God.
The joy which undergirds the words of the psalm sits uneasily with our knowledge of what lies ahead and yet words such as these would surely have strengthened Jesus' resolve to tread the road towards the cross.

Reading 2: Psalm 36:5-11

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 

6Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 7How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 8They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 10O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your salvation to the upright of heart! 11Do not let the foot of the arrogant tread on me, or the hand of the wicked drive me away. 

God, your constant love reaches the heavens

Your faithfulness extends to the skies. 

Your righteousness is towering like the mountains

Your justice is like the depths of the sea

How precious is your constant love

We find protection under the shadows of your wings

You are the source of all life

And because of your light, we see the light. 
Eggs and Ashes


Silent reflection

Prayer of Confession

God of sure and steadfast love, help us never to lose sight of your love and the affirmation of the preciousness of all life made so visible through the life and love of Jesus Christ. He must have known that living the life of gentle servanthood - giving sight to the blind and setting the captives free - would alienate the religious powerbrokers of his day, yet he did not turn away from his mission. 
Forgive us when we fail to follow his way.

Silence

In Jesus' servanthood we see God's justice exercised through the desire to empower people rather than dominate them. His gentleness puts our arrogance to shame and his persistence highlights our weakness.

Forgive us when we fail to follow his way.

Silence

Merciful God, we are blessed that your forgiveness is greater than our wildest dreams. For this we offer heartfelt thanks and praise. Amen

Mary demonstrates through her extravagant love what it means to love without heeding the cost.

Reading 3: John 12:1-11

12Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 9When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, 11since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 
Broken

Broken – the jar of precious perfume, 
broken - the promises of loyalty, 
broken – the adulation of the crowds, 
broken – the Passover bread,

broken – the dreams of disciples, 
and Jesus is left alone to face his death sentence.

Broken – in body and spirit, 
broken – and crying out in anguish, 
broken – the dream of the Kingdom, 
broken – and far from home, 
broken – and giving up his life,  and Jesus dies before soldiers, 
and a few weeping friends.

broken – the veil of the Temple, 
broken – the power of sin and death, 
broken – the power that oppresses,
broken – the sealed entrance to the tomb, 
from all life’s broken places life rises up again and sings Alleluia.


Silent reflection

Prayer of Saint Ignatius Loyola: 
Teach us, Good Lord,
To serve Thee as Thou deservest;
To give and not to count the cost;
To fight and not to heed the wounds;
To labor and not to ask for any reward,
save that of knowing that we do Thy will.
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

Prayers for Others

God of grace and truth, 
we pray for all people whose lives reflect the humility and servanthood of Jesus Christ that they may be strengthened to continue this way of life.
We pray for all whose lives are bereft of gentleness and kindness:
We pray for all peacemakers that their efforts may lead to war being banished for ever:
We pray for those who pursue the vision of a world shaped by God's justice:
We pray for all who are persecuted for their faith:
We pray for those who know that they will die soon, that they will know the comfort and peace of the One who gave his life that they would live - Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen

The Lord’s Prayer (from NZ prayer book)
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth!
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.Source: A New Zealand Prayer Book (Harper Collins, 1997), 181

Benediction 
Go into this Holy Week,
strengthened by the great love of God,
inspired by the sacrificial love of Jesus Christ,
motivated by the indwelling love of the Holy Spirit.

People leave in silence or stay to meditate further

