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Psalm 16

1 Peter 1; 3-9

John 20: 19-31



	THE KISS OF LIFE
 

     John 20:22-23
 

Come through our locked doors, 

you persistent lover,

come where we’re hiding

and blow away our cover.

 

Come through disbelief,

enter and greet us,

with disruptive peace

come in and meet us.

 

 

Come in the doubting

when old fears molest,

come with your own breath

that we may know rest.

 

Come with your Spirit,

to lives sour and stale,

breathe forth your Spirit

that we may be hale.

 

Come with forgiveness

like no man has dared,

breathe in us your grace

that it may be shared.

 

Come in the evening

with your breath of peace

breathe on your people

that nightmares may cease.

                                                Ó B D Prewer 2001

	PSALM 16
 

 Please help me, loving God,

   in you I put my trust.

I declare you are my God,

   without you I am lost.

 

The quiet saints of this land

   are the fair dinkum thing,

they fill you with delight

   though they remain unsung.

 
Those who chase empty gods

   multiply their grief,

I will not share their offerings

   or join their way of life.

 
You are my bread and cup

   and hold me in your hand,

you lead in pleasant places

   my inheritance is found.

 

You are my counsellor

   and teach my heart at night,

You always go before me

   ever my guide and mate.

 

 

With heart and soul I laugh

   my life remains on track,

you don’t leave me for dead

  or forsake me in the ruck

 

You show me life’s true path

   your presence is my joy,

your hand holds the delights

   that will not  waste away.

                                               Ó B D Prewer 2001


	Service
	Element
	Liturgy

	9.30
	Ackn of Land
	We acknowledge the Kaurna people, the traditional custodians on whose land this church was built. We commit ourselves to actively work alongside Aboriginal people for reconciliation and justice.

	9.30
	Call to worship
	We are a group of people at differing stages in our journeys of faith. Our knowledge of God has been shaped by diverse experiences, teachings and relationships throughout our lives. At times, we move between faith and doubt, certainty and unbelief. So today, we rejoice in the word of the gospel where John declares that he has written his gospel to confirm and strengthen our belief that Jesus is the Christ, who revealed God to us through his life, death and resurrection. As we offer our worship, may we know the blessings of God’s peace within us and the breath of God’s Spirit upon us. (Adapted, Moira Laidlaw)


	11
	Call to worship
	Call to Worship
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
We have not seen the risen Christ,
but we see him in the lives
of those transformed by grace.
We have not seen Jesus face-to-face,
but we have seen him in the faces
of everyone whose love encourages us.
We have not touched the wounds
from the cross,
but we have been called to bring healing
to the scarred of the world. Thom Shuman

	9.30/11
	Call to worship
	Christ walks through the barriers

of our fear and our guilt,

reaching out to embrace us with love.

Christ comes and breathes peace over our doubts 

and understands when we long for reassurances.

How can the rising of holy life

be so full of wonder?

It comes from a God in Jesus Christ

who is the divine example for all who live.

We celebrate this Christ today.

(Words for Worship)



	
	Call to worship
	(based on Psalm 16)

Holy God, you are the Refuge of all who trust in you.
We come to worship you - trusting completely in you.
In shared worship, we come to worship your holy presence.
Unshakable God, in confidence we come to you as
children of our God, you are our Hope and our Future.
In shared worship, we rejoice in our heritage.

God, you are the fullness of joy, and in you we trust.
In shared worship, we give thanks to God for your guidance, and for the sense of security your near presence gives to us. Amen.
If used in shared worship, please provide an acknowledgement as follows: © 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission.



	
	Prayer of invocation
	As we gather, like the disciples of old, make your presence real among us, Holy Spirit of Christ.

Touch our hearts with all that you are, and bring our lives into depths of faith, we pray. Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen. (Words for Worship)



	11am
	Prayer of Adoration
	(for Frontier Services Sunday) God of new beginnings You painted the sky Filled it with glittering stars and taught the moon to cast her spell over the desert. On this day of new beginnings, the promise of your hope springs eternal. God of amazing vision You created people in your own image Wonderfully and fearfully made, Living across all of this wide brown land. On this day of new beginnings, the promise of your hope springs eternal. God of all seasons Amidst drought and flooding rains You strengthen and uphold all those Who live in communities right across this land of Australia.

On this day of new beginnings, the promise of your hope springs eternal. God of endless grace Your commitment to the people of this, your land, is a source of inspiration and hope a source of challenge and peace. Praise be to you, Creator God, great is your faithfulness. (Source: Frontier Services 2011)



	9.30/11
	Prayer of thanksgiving
	Our hearts sing with praise and thanksgiving for the glory of your risen life, O Jesus Christ. For those precious moments when we experience your real presence, we bring our grateful thanks.

For the times when we are lost and you come to find us, we praise you and receive with wonder the free gift of your understanding love. Even when we have lost our faith and refuse to believe that you could be with us, you hold our lives in gentleness.

Your risen life stands before us as a miracle and offers us true peace. We will never take this for granted, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to you for your sacred life. Amen.
(Words for worship)


	9.30/11
	Prayer of confession/

words of assurance
	O Christ, we know that in those times when we are under pressure we put walls around our ourselves.

When our faith runs low, we lock ourselves away from your love.

We look at ourselves, or events in the world around us, and find it hard to believe that you are still alive.

Silent reflection

Come to us in grace, Jesus Christ. Breathe the peace of your forgiveness into our lives, we pray.

Sometimes it is guilt which separates us from you, loving Christ. We feel as though we have betrayed you and that your life and love will not be offered to us.

Silent reflection

Come to us in grace, Jesus Christ.

Breathe the peace of your forgiveness into our lives, we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:

Christ is alive and love reigns over all the earth!

We cannot destroy the grace of God. Even in all our humanness: We are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

(Words for Worship)
Come to us, risen Christ. Come through the closed doors of our hearts and minds and take away our fears and doubts.
Come to us, risen Christ. Breathe on us and fill us with the joy and peace of your presence.   

(Moira Laidlaw)

	
	Offering prayer
	We place our offerings in your faithful hands, Jesus Christ.

May we use them in your name

that holy life may arise in the world.

This we pray in faith. Amen.

Source: Words for Worship

	
	Prayers for others
	O Christ, there are so many people in our world

who are locked away from risen life. They are imprisoned by oppression, poverty, disability and ongoing need. Others wait longing outside the doors of society, isolated by racism and prejudice.

Show us how to break through the closed doors of injustice and lack of compassion, so that people will be freed and will see and believe that you are truly alive.

When those around us cannot recognize that we are your witnesses because it seems that our life

is locked away from those who long to meet you:

Be alive in our midst, Jesus Christ, so that we know  how to tell your story in new ways.

Then make your life rise in truth, revealed in our actions  and the stands we dare to take for goodness each day. Hold your hands out towards us, we pray, so that we are reminded again of the costliness and truth of your love. Invite us to be braver and more faithful in your name, loving Christ. Then take us by the hand and lead us on in wisdom and hope, we pray. Amen.

Source: Words for Worship

	
	Prayers for others
	Most generous God, we thank you for your unfailing love, and for your constant willingness to renew your relationship with us and all of your creation. You are the good shepherd who comes searching, ready to embrace us within your fold.

We pray for a strong spirit of hope in each of our own communities and congregations.

May dignity and mutual respect be the hallmark of our dealings with others. Inspire our leaders across the nation with the teaching and example of Jesus, so that our common life is shaped by his compassion.

We pray for those who live beyond the urban fringe, for small communities struggling to survive economic uncertainties and demographic change, and for those living

on isolated and remote properties, mine sites and ranger stations.

We pray for all Frontier Services staff and their families and for all whom they serve in mission and ministry, in aged care, family and community services, migrant services, primary health care, volunteer programs and patrol ministry.

And now in silence we bring before you, our good shepherd, and ever faithful God our own personal prayers, needs and hopes...

Silence

Almighty God, your Son, Jesus, is the light of the world. May his grace, healing and reconciliation

enable your people to reflect his strong but gentle love in the world.

These and all our prayers, we offer through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Source: Frontier Services 2011

	
	Benediction
	May faith in Christ break through our doubts. 

May God the Creator inspire new ways of living within us. And may the Holy Spirit dance in joy ahead of us in every place. Amen. 

	
	Benediction
	May the God who painted the desert red 

Fill your lives with vibrant colour 

May the Christ who walked at the margins

Live in the centre of your life. 

And may the Spirit that hovered over the waters of creation Refresh you each day.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Amen.
(Source: Frontier Services 2011)

	Music: 

HYMNS:

Acts 2: 14a, 24-32

All who love and serve your city
TiS.634  AHB.562

Hail the day that sees him rise
TiS.369  AHB.291

Like the murmur of the doveís song
TiS.419

The strife is past, the battle done
TiS.367  AHB.267

Psalm 16

I set the Lord before my eyes
TiS.673  SA.48

When all your mercies, O my God
AHB.39

1 Peter 1: 3-9

Blest be the everlasting God
TiS.114  AHB.34

How firm a foundation, you people of God
TiS.578  AHB.491

Jesus, the very thought of thee
AHB.126

Lord, you are more precious than silver
SIS.590  P&W.430

Why should cross and trial grieve me
AHB.461

John 20: 19-31

Breathe on me, breath of God
TiS.407  AHB.320

Come down, O Love divine
TiS.398  AHB.310

My daughters and my sons hear tell
TiS.363  AHB.[281]

That Eastertide with joy was bright
TiS.360ii  AHB.276ii

The day of resurrection
TiS.361  AHB.277

These things did Thomas count as real
TiS.649 

Yours be the glory, risen Conquering Son
TiS.380  AHB.303

Where the light of Easter Day (Shirley Murray)




