
57B                               23rd September 2018 

The church is fitted with a hearing loop which covers the body of the church.  
Hearing aid wearers are advised to switch their aid to T-setting. 

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

The people stand for the entrance of the Bible. 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (inspired by Psalm 1) 
Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord. 
Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbour. 
Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water. 
Together, we will worship the One who enables us to thrive. 
(Source: Amy Loving, The Worship Closet) 

HYMN 

GREETING AND WELCOME 
insert pass the peace blurb 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Great God, you are the proper noun for mystery* 
We seek to place a familiar face upon you  
yet you always elude us.  
You are more than our definitions,  
more than we can imagine, beyond what we can be.   
In Jesus we name the Christ, it is as if we have seen you.  
His is life truly lived in your Spirit.  
His is life lost in you, and therefore,  
life truly gained and saved.  
We scarcely know what we say  
when we call him Saviour,  
but we are before you because we trust his witness,  
and the witness of our own spirit, that you are truly God.  
You have given us life, and for this we thank you. Amen.  
(*“God is the proper noun for mystery..." is a saying of David Tacey in Beyond Literal Belief, Garret  Publishing  2015) 



PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
We read James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a to begin our prayer 
O God, we live our lives as best we can - dealing with difficult relationships and situations, putting 
failures and disappointments behind us, and moving into each new day with as much energy, goodwill, 
and optimism as we can muster. But here, right now, we seldom have the right answers, we seldom seek 
your higher wisdom in our lives, we just move ahead. Fill us with your wisdom, that we may live lives of 
goodness and peace. A time of silence as we reflect on these words for ourselves 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (inspired by James 3) 
When we come before God in humility and honesty, 
God draws near to us with forgiveness and renewed blessing. 
Thanks be to God! 
 (Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual) 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

ANTHEM   

The children are invited to go out to the Lounge for special activities. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Gracious God, in these ancient words may we hear your words.  
May these written words become alive in us,  
guiding us into truth. Amen 

FIRST READING  Proverbs 31:  10-31  
In this is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 1  
1is the man that hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly,  
nor stood in the way of sinnershath not sat in the seat of the scornful.  
2his delight is in the law of the Lord  
in his law will he exercise himself day and night. 
3he shall be like a tree planted by the water-side  
will bring forth his fruit in due season.  
4leaf also shall not wither 
and look, whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper.  
5As for the ungodly, it is not so with themthey are like the chaff, which the wind scattereth away from the 
face of the earth.  
6Therefore the ungodly shall not be able to stand in the judgement  
neither the sinners in the congregation of the righteous.  
7the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous  
the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
Please stand and sing the concluding Gloria  

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
   and / to the / Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and / ever /shall be 
   world without / end. / A / men 

SECOND READING James 3:  13 – 4:  3,7-8a 



In this is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM   

Please stand for and face the gospel 

A reading from the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.. 
Glory to you, Lord 

GOSPEL READING Mark 9:  30-37 
The gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

HYMN 

SERMON 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD IN WORD AND ACTION 

HYMN 

During the singing of this hymn our offering will be received.   
Remain standing for the dedication prayer. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
For all your gifts we are truly thankful, Loving God. We pray that our gifts will be used to shape a world 
where everyone has all that they need, and all can be truly thankful. Amen.  

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Merciful God,  
we pray for your people in all the world:  
those who are sick...  
those who are hungry and thirsty...  
those without clothing or home… 
those enduring drought and floods and strong winds…  
those in prison...  
the outsiders. 
In the silence, Lord,  
may the longings of our hearts convict us… 
 
We who are numbered among  
the powerful and the rich of the world  
pray for ourselves.  
Call us to your right ways.  
Call us to justice and goodness.  
Call us to humility and peace.  
We pray for the Australian Prime Minister, Scott Morrison;  
we pray for compassionate, just,  
and honest government for our country.  
We pray for our President, Deidre Palmer and our Moderator Sue Ellis.  
May they each lead us in your ways.  
In the silence, Lord,  
may the longings of our hearts convict us… 



 
We name in our hearts  
those whom we love,  
and would love more...  
In the silence, Lord,  
may the longings of our hearts compel us… 

In the silence, Lord,  
may the compassion of your heart save us… 
May we hear your word for us;  
may we walk in your ways; 
may we know your peace.   Amen  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (printed inside cover of hymn book) 

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

HYMN 

WORDS OF COMMISSION and BENEDICTION 
(inspired by James 3:13-4:3) 
Go out, clothed in strength and dignity.  
Submit yourselves to God and resist evil.  
Delight in the Lord’s teaching,  
open your hands to the poor,  
and let your actions arise from the wisdom of God.  
And may God draw near to you and strengthen you;  
May Christ Jesus teach you the ways of simplicity;  
and may the Holy Spirit fill you with wisdom  
and make your fruitful in peace and righteousness.  
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
(source: Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net) 

You are invited to be seated for the playing of the postlude,  
or to leave at this point without disturbing those who wish to listen. 

POSTLUDE   

Please stand as the Bible is taken from the church 

  Presiding Minister   Rev Sandy Boyce 
  Scripture Reader    
  Organist  & Choir Director  Peter Kelsall  
    The Choir of Pilgrim Church 
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Please join us for tea or coffee and fellowship in the Lounge  
after the service. 


