Pilgrim Uniting Church 
12 Flinders Street, Adelaide
9.30 am WORSHIP    
	Pentecost 14	“Stories around the camp fire”	                        17th September, 2017

Pre service music CD Gurritjiri & Gjalu Gurruwiwi excerpt 14 Bawan from WALUKA 1.52
“The clouds separate, they look like wild potatoes. They separate people, the different tribes, and where they’re from. The cloud separate like people after ceremony and go back to their own country”
The service will be in the round, around the campfire on the table
“The Fire Tree [image: ]

Charles P Mountford and Ainslie Roberts, The Dawn of time, .

WELCOME and GREETING   Welcomer then Blair
Acknowledgement of land We give thanks for the ancient culture of the First People of this land, for their relationship with the land which is at the centre of their lives. We acknowledge the Kaurna people of the Adelaide plains, and give thanks for their care of this land, and the invitation to learn from them how to read the signs and symbols of this land, and to walk on country with them. 
(Sharing Take the stick you received at the door, and share with the person next to you a special memory of around a campfire in the outback, a desert or somewhere in the wild.

Song: I Am The Land (Trish Watts) (x4)  [image: ]

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Blair
Leader: We lament that we have become alienated from the integrity and intrinsic value of creation, and the value of the harsh and rugged outback landscape. We lament the decisions and actions that have led to the desecration of sites of the Dreaming of First People here.Loving God, 

Undiminished by distance, 
unconstrained by place or time, 
forever seeking, forever calling,
forever drawing humanity to yourself and to each other,
We glimpse your Spirit
in the brooding silence of awesome landscape,
the ancient law of Aboriginal nations,
the unspoken trust of honest friendship.
Yet in the vastness of this place, Australia,
we often feel alone, alienated,
unworthy of more than a passing acquaintance with your love.
Help us understand that
You ever yearn to make us whole,
drawing us near in Christ to show us the way.
				(extract from Prayer #2 : UCA President Stuart McMillan)
We say together:
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth! 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 
Source: A New Zealand Prayer Book (Harper Collins, 1997), 181.

Song: I Am The Land (Trish Watts) (x4)
We place our sticks on the campfire during the singing

Bible Reading: Romans 14: 7-19 Blair
 
SONG: SPG 10: Follow the Songlines BlaIr to  announce

We remember that “After much struggle and debate, in 1994 the Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia discovered God’s call, accepted this invitation and entered into an ever deepening covenantal relationship with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress. This was so that all may see a destiny together, praying and working together for a fuller expression of our reconciliation in Jesus Christ.”  1997 © NATSIEC. Used with permission. 
Gospel    Matthew 18:  21-35 Lee

WITNESS Rev Dr Lee Levett-Olson: “Preamble Discipleship”

A TIME OF SILENT PRAYER FOR OTHERS: Allow the slides on the screen to prompt your prayers.(Peter Russell will supply the slides)
Raelene
In response to our silent prayers for others, we make this statement of faith together…
STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We believe in God, sovereign in grace and love, 
maker of all things. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God, 
the firstborn of a new creation. 
We believe in God’s eternal Spirit, 
pledge and foretaste of the future, 
given that we may not lose the way, 
who has endowed us with a diversity of gifts. 
We are a pilgrim people 
on the way to the promised goal. 
On this way, we are called to live and work within the faith and unity 
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
In this unity, 
we offer our worship, witness and service 
and receive one another in love and joy. 
We are being led to the free obedience 
of the children of God, 
and so we look with yearning and hope 
to the final reconciliation of humanity with God, 
and the renewal of all creation. 
Alleluia. Amen.

We make our offerings and offering prayer Raelene while music of “O Lord Jesus, Marrkapmirr” Jenny. Offering bowls-Blair and Ros.
Bless us to use these gifts wisely and well 
as we seek to share your love with the world. Amen.

COMMUNION
The Invitation  Lee
We gather around this table; the table of Christ. We claim our place here as ordinary human beings, all equal in the eyes of God, none more 
worthy than the other to share in the feast.  All are welcome here.(read not printed)
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 
Gratitude, praise, hearts lifted high, voices strong and joyful, lives reflecting your glory – these you deserve:
For when we were nothing
You made us something
When we had no faith and no future
You called us your children;
When we lost our way or turned aside,
You did not abandon us;
When we came back to you,
Your arms opened wide in welcome.
And here at your table you offer us bread and wine;
To nourish us for the journey.
So we join our voices with those of the Church past and present on earth and in heaven.

Song TIS 253 “O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr” (print words in)

The Narrative of the Last Supper (read not printed) Lee
 Let us hear the story of how this sacrament began.  Among friends, gathered round a table, 
Jesus took bread, and having blessed it he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying, 
“This is my body which is given for you.”
Later he took a cup of wine and having given thanks for it he said 
“This cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my blood, drink from it all of you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Prayer of consecration
So following Jesus’ example, we take this bread and this wine; the ordinary things of life through which God will bless us.  We pray you, God of love, send you Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here; so that we and these signs, touched by your Spirit, may be signs of life and love to each other and to all the world.
 
The Breaking of the Bread
The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
(The bread and wine are shared, whilst we hear the sound of the didgeridoo (Peter Russell source)
Communion by ‘ in tincture’  served by Lee Levett- Olson, Diana Bassani, Raelene Telfer, Sue Dunn, Michael & Sue Heathcott, Bronwen Blight, Behzad Po, (8)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer after Communion: …Sandy leading: We have taken the bread and the juice of life, and now we go on to be the blessing in the world, we share our stories and we strive for compassion and equality for First Peoples in Australia…. 

SENDNG OUT PRAYER:   Sandy 
God of Holy Dreaming, Great Creator Spirit, from the dawn of creation you have given your children the good things of Mother Earth,
You spoke and the gum tree grew.
In the vast desert and the dense forest, and in the cities and at the water’s edge, creation sings your praises.
Your presence endures as the rock at the heart of our Land.
When Jesus suffered you heard in his cries the suffering of the people and became one with all wounded ones, convicts, refugees, dispossessed.
The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew, and bathed it in glorious hope.
We have been reconciled to you, to each other and to the whole creation.
Lead us, Great Spirit, as we go forward today. Enable is to walk together in trust from the hurt and 
shame of our past into the full day that dawned in Christ’s life.
Bless us, therefore, as we depart this place: give us a generous spirit, a kind heart, and the grace to walk alongside our Aboriginal sisters and brothers. Amen! 
Song: SfP 22: Here we Are
1. Gather your people, God of our land,
speak in the language hearts understand,
sharpen our senses, widen our screen
till we discern and do what you mean.
Chorus
	for here we are
ready to be
touched by the Glory
fired by the story,
open to what you say,
send us out, day by day.
1. Good news will travel, we can go far
trusting your Spirit, tracking Your star,
Christ is our mindset, moving us on,
crossing the boundaries where he had gone.
Chorus 
1. Muster our talents, make us indeed
change-agent people, sowing new seed,
policy-makers, mapping Your scheme,
peacemaker people, living the dream.
Chorus
1. Holy transformer, take what we hold,
human resources, rich seams of gold,
turn to Your purpose all we possess,
gladly we offer, gladly say “Yes!”
Chorus

Passing of the Peace
 The peace of God be with you.(Sandy)
And also with you.
 …………………………………………..
Discussions on taking seriously the Preamble to Constitution of the Uniting Church in Australia (adopted 2009) will continue over morning tea and Pilgrim Pathways at 11 am.
Thank you to service leaders Lee Levett-Olson, Blair Badcock, Sandy Boyce, Peter Russell, Raelene Telfer, Jenny Ward, Ruth Farrent and Reg Brown who assisted us today.
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I am the land:

liv-ing, breath-ing, dy-ing, ris- ing. I am the land.




