Dialogue based on Acts 5 

Peter: Wow, I have seen the Lord!’  (spontaneous hug + little dance in a world of his own)

Narrator (interrupting his celebration): Great to see you, Peter! 

Peter: Ah, you know me! 

Narrator: Oh yes, I know quite a bit about you. We’ve all heard quite a bit about you. 

And we know your story! 
Peter: Really, you know what becomes of me? 

Narrator: Well, here’s one story I know about you, but there’s plenty more that will surprise you. When you left that locked room where you were hiding with the other disciples, and when you saw Jesus, you were full of energy

Peter: Full of hope….

Narrator: Full of vision

Peter: full of courage…..

Narrator: Yeh, all those things. So you started to tell everyone about it. 

Peter walks off to one side and begins to ‘preach’: 
‘The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour…. ‘
Narrator: (interrupting) Yeah, well, that’s what kind of gets you into trouble. 

Peter: (disappointed) I get into trouble? Again! 

Narrator: Plenty of trouble – you preached the good news about Jesus…..

Peter: (surprised)Of course - I want everyone to know about what I’d seen and experienced……

Narrator: But not everyone liked it! 

Peter: Oh, really….. (pauses, then a moment of realization) Ah, those religious authorities again! They didn’t like Jesus much either - and look what they did to him! But I’ve seen Jesus, risen again…. (moves to one side, excitedly) and I want to tell everyone about it. It’s amazing….. (mini dance)

Narrator: (checks watch) So, the story….

Peter: Oh yeah, tell me what happens…. (returns to mic)

Narrator: Well, you were preaching about Jesus all over Jerusalem. You were unafraid. And then they arrested you and took you before the council of the Sanhedrin. And the high priest said: “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 

Peter: (determined) They’re not going to stop me telling what I know. “We must obey God rather than any human authority”. I would tell them to their face (getting excited), ‘The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things - and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
Narrator: Well, that’s what you did say and when they heard this, the leaders of the Sanhedrin were enraged and wanted to kill you and your friends. 

Peter: Really….? (slightly fearful) nevertheless, I must obey God rather than any human authority. I must share the good news of Jesus. So….. what happens next?

Narrator: Well, one of the Pharisees in the council named Gamaliel (Ge-may-lee-all) – he was a teacher of the law, respected by all the people - stood up and ordered you and other men to be put outside for a short time. And then Gamaliel said, “Fellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose to do to these men. 36For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and disappeared. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow him; he also perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case, I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found fighting against God!” 

Peter: Good argument, Gamaliel! …..And what happened then?

Narrator: Well, the council was convinced by him, 40and when they had called you and the others back in…. (hesitates……)

Peter: Yes? (eagerly)

Narrator: They had you all flogged……

Peter: Really? (initial disappointment, and then…..) Praise God that we were considered worthy to suffer dishonour for the sake of Jesus. 

Narrator: And they ordered you not to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let you go. 

Peter: As if that’s going to stop us …..! Anyway, thanks for telling me what lies ahead for me. I’d better go now, and get started on telling everyone the good news about Jesus. (leaves – ‘I’ve seen the Lord, let me tell you all about it)

