	Uniting Church in Australia Anniversary – 22nd June (1977) – celebrated on closest Sunday to the day. 

Resources specific to UCA as well as general to ‘the church’

	I dream of a church
	I dream of a church that joins in with God’s laughing
as she rocks in her rapture, enjoying her art; 
she’s glad of her world in its risking and growing
‘tis the child she has borne and holds close to her heart. 

I dream of a church that joins in with God’s weeping,
as she crouches, weighed don by the sorrow she sees;
she cries for the hostile, the cold and no-hoping
for she bears in herself our despair and dis-ease. 

I dream of a church that joins in with God’s dancing
as she moves like the wind and the wave and the fire
a church that can pick up its skirts, pirouetting, 
with the steps that can signal God’s deepest desire. 

I dream of a church that joins in with God’s loving
as she bends to embrace the unlovely and lost
a church that can free, by its sharing and daring,
the imprisoned and poor, and then shoulder the cost. 

God, make us a church that joins in with your living
as you cherish and challenge, rein in and release, 
a church that is winsome, impassioned, inspiring,
lioness of your justice and lamb of your peace. 

Kate Crompton, in Dare to Dream


	A creed (based on Basis of Union)
	Affirmation of Faith – We are a Pilgrim People

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One,
confessing him as Lord to the glory of God the Father.
In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church,
the Head over all things, the beginning of a new creation.
We acknowledge that we live and work
between the time of Christ’s death and resurrection
and the final consummation of all things which he will bring.

We are a pilgrim people,
always on the way towards a promised goal;
on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments,
and we have the gift of the Spirit 
in order that we may not lose the way.
We will live and work within the faith and unity
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
bearing witness to that unity which is both Christ’s gift and his will.
We affirm that every member of the Church 
is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
Together with all the people of God,
we will serve the world for which Christ died.
And we await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus.
Adapted from the Basis of Union of the Uniting Church in Australia
from Uniting in Worship 2 
Creeds & Statements of Faith No. 5


	A second creedal statement based on Basis of Union
	We believe in God, sovereign in grace and love,
maker of all things.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God,
the firstborn of a new creation.
We believe in God’s eternal Spirit,
pledge and foretaste of the future,
given that we may not lose the way,
who has endowed us with a diversity of gifts.

We are a pilgrim people 
on the way to the promised goal.
On this way,
we are called to live and work within the faith and unity
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
In this unity,
we offer our worship, witness and service
and receive one another in love and joy.

We are being led to the free obedience 
of the children of God,
and so we look with yearning and hope
to the final reconciliation of humanity with God,
and the renewal of all creation.
Alleluia. Amen.



	Prayers of intercession
	As we share the life of your church today, we pray that our witness will be true to Christ. Give us a voice for the silenced. 
And quiet communion when only silence will honour the pain. 

Give us tears in the face of grief
and laughter as we experience the joys of your creation

Give us sharpness in the revealing of injustice
and your eternal gentleness with those who cross our path in despair. 

Give us integrity in admitting our confusions.

And faithfulness in our life with our neighbours. 
For you call us to work with you in confident relationship, believing that our prayers are the joining of our love, with your love, for the world. 

In the grace of God lies the infinite possibility of hope. Amen. 
WCC 1991: In Spirit and in Truth

	A litany for the church (from Uniting in Worship)
	O God, you built your Church on the rock of human faith and trust;

we praise you for Jesus Christ,

the foundation and cornerstone of all we believe.

We praise you, O God.

For the great people of history,

whose love for your Church

made it a willing instrument of your care and mercy;

who placed you first in their lives

and held to their faith in good times and in bad:

We praise you, O God.

Save us, O God, from living in the past,

and from resting on the work and witness of others.

Let us catch a new vision and make a new beginning,

that we may faithfully serve you

in this congregation and in our world today.

Lord, have mercy.

Keep us, O God, from lack of reverence for truth and beauty;

from artificial life and worship,

from all that is hollow or insincere.

Lord, have mercy.

Spare us, O God, from pride that excludes others

from the shelter of your love;

from the selfishness that uses your Church

as a means of getting social position or personal glory.

Lord, have mercy.

Save us, O God, from sin and worldliness

which deny the saving power of the gospel;

from shallowness of faith and hypocrisy of life

which cause others to remain empty or be disillusioned.

Lord, have mercy.

That we may accept the responsibility of our freedom,

the burden of our privilege;

and so conduct ourselves

that we may bring others to faith in Christ;

O God, be our strength.

That we may not be content with a second hand faith,

worshipping words rather than the Word;

but that we may find joy in study of the Bible,

and growth in exposure to new insights;

O God, be our strength.

That we may be actively engaged in the life

of our congregation and parish,

If our presbytery and community,

sharing in Christ’s mission to the world,

and always seeking the common good;

O God, be our strength.

That we may find in your Church

a prod to our imaginations,

a shock to our laziness,

and a source of power to do your will;

O God, be our strength.

O God,

you gave us minds to know you,

hearts to love you,

voices to sing your praise.

Send the Holy Spirit among us,

that, confronted by your truth,

we may worship and serve you as we should;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen. 



	A litany for Christian Unity 1

(from Uniting in Worship)
	O God,

you have welcomed us by baptism into one holy Church,

and joined us by faith

to Christian people in every time and place.

May your Church on earth

be a sign of the communion you promise,

where we shall all be one with Christ,

and joyful in your kingdom.

Amen.

From clinging to power that prevents Christian unity;

from thinking that forms of government are perfect,

or councils of the Church infallible:

Good Lord, deliver us.

From mistaken zeal that will not compromise;

from religious pride that belittles the faith of others,

claiming true wisdom, but failing to love:

Good Lord, deliver us.

From a worldly mind that drums up party spirit;

from divisiveness, and a refusal to listen to others;

from protecting systems that have had their day:

Good Lord, deliver us.



	Music
	TiS 468 We are your people 

TiS 411 Filled with the Spirit’s power

	UC statements
	UC Statement to the nation etc is available to download here – wonderful resources that speak to the heart of the UC self-identity (in section titled ‘Key Assembly statements’)

http://www.unitingjustice.org.au/uniting-church-statements.html


