	Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2: 1-21

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

I Corinthians 12: 3b-13

John 20: 19-23

	Pentecost can be explored with different languages – consider using other languages in the prayers, in the music etc and people from other cultures to lead aspects of the service. 

Pentecost is also understood to be the ‘birth of the church’ and can be explored with images and prayers around the nature of the church. (for prayers and other ideas go to the Pilgrim Worship resources website and click on General/Church)

http://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au


	The Easter acclamations continue through to the evening of the Day of Pentecost. The Paschal Candle is lit at ordinary services for the last time on the Day of Pentecost. Thereafter it is moved from the sanctuary to the baptistery and is lit during baptisms and funerals (when it is usually moved near to the casket), reminding us that we are baptised into Christ's death and resurrection.

On the Day of Pentecost, during the period of reflection after receiving communion, candles may be lit from the Paschal Candle. The Pentecostal fire is thereby visibly divided and shared by everyone (see Acts 2:1-4). The Paschal Candle can then be extinguished, vividly concluding the Fifty Days of the Easter Season. The risen and ascended Christ, gone from our sight, is still present by the Spirit and we are commissioned to go out into the world to spread the light of Christ. (This might be symbolised by all processing out with the lit candles). Bosco Peters

	Centering
	Silence
Let us take a moment to settle into the silence.
Hear and feel your quiet breathing.
Hear and feel the quiet of this place
and this community of people.

In this quiet hour may our spirits be renewed.
In this gathering of old and new friends
may our minds be open to new truth,
and our hearts be receptive to love,
as we give thanks for this life we are blessed to share.  
(Emmy Lou Belcher-adapt.)

(Silence) 


	Centering
	(a short silence is kept at the end of each line. Could have gentle music playing as the words are read)

Spirit of light: let your wisdom shine on us 

Spirit of silence: make us aware of God’s presence

Spirit of courage: dispel the fear in our hearts

Spirit of fire: inflame us with Christ’s love

Spirit of peace: help us be still and listen to God’s Word

Spirit of love: help us to open ourselves to the needs of others

Spirit of joy: inspire us to proclaim the good news

Spirit of power: give us all your help and strength

Spirit of truth: guide us all in the way of Christ

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Gathering
	(Acts 2:1-21)

When those who trust love no longer wait for someone else to fix the problem of the church, 

when faith is too important to hand it over to leaders to sort out, 

when justice leaves behind those who think she is but a subset of the church's work rather than the whole thing, 

when followers give up on those who procrastinate about inclusion, 

when diversity is celebrated at table by people who no longer need to hide who they fully are,

when bread is broken by non-ordained women, children and men who know heaven won't implode when they do so,

when the doctrine makers use marker pens to write 'sorry' over half their words, 

when creeds are written in questions rather than in statements, 

when dandelions become the plant of choice breaking out just where the ground has been cleansed against it, 

then it is Pentecost.

Roddy Hamilton

	Collect
	Spirit of energy and change, in whose power Jesus was anointed to be the hope of the nations: be poured out also upon us without reserve or distinction, that we may have the confidence and strength to plant your justice on the earth, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship
	As the wind fills the sails of windmills in paddocks and taps underground 
stores of life-giving water;
 so the wind of God’s Spirit fills us and refreshes us.
As the fire renews the bush by bursting open the seeds of life;
so the fire of God’s Spirit brings renewal to our lives.
Wind and fire, symbols of energy and power;
Holy Spirit, source of our energy and power, sweep into our lives
this day, that we may experience your refreshment, your renewal, 
your life.  Amen

Moira Laidlaw

	Call to worship
	The work of God surrounds us: we respond with praise
The love of God is visible: we respond in faith
The word of God is calling: we respond in hope
The wind of the Spirit is blowing: we respond with joy
WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship
	In mystery and grandeur we see the face of God

In earthiness and the ordinary we know the love of Christ

In heights and depths and life and death, the Spirit of God is moving among us. 

Let us praise God!

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship
	I will light a light in the name of God who lit the world and breathed the breath of life into me. 

I will light a light in the name of the Son who saved the world and stretched out his hand to me. 

I will light a light in the name of the Spirit who encompasses the world and blesses my soul with yearning. 

We will light three lights for the trinity of love: 

God above us, God beside us, God beneath us: 

The beginning, the end, the everlasting one. 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship
	Flame of the Spirit: warm our hearts to love our neighbour

A candle is lit

Flame of the Spirit: light our path that we may walk in truth

A candle is lit

Flame of the Spirit: rise in us with a passion for freedom

A candle is lit

Flame of the Spirit: gather us together in the celebration of your life! 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Call to worship
	See the cities’ rising towers spiked with steeples:
and the Spirit of God poured out from heights to depths. 

See the streaming fields of the countryside, with its dotted warmth of homesteads: 

And the Spirit of God poured out from horizon to horizon. 

See the passionate seas and the wonder of rocky variations on the shores, see the bushland spreading its life into every spare place: 

And the Spirit of God poured out in eternal ripples and waving of creative life. 
This is the day of celebration, the day of Pentecost! Let us worship God. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Call to worship
	Holy, holy, holy God, 
wonder, mystery and all goodness,
in the power of the Spirit we are carried into your presence: 
You are our God and we are your people. 
A red candle is lit on the table

Holy, holy, holy God
healer, liberator and all-justice,
in the power of the Spirit we are called into the world:
You are our God and we are your people, 

and we come to worship you in faith and in hope. 

A long red cloth is placed from the candle, flowing towards the door. 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Call to worship
	Call to Worship
On this first day, the Lord's Day,
we gather in this place, with this people:
though we have different gifts,
we are blessed by the same God.
On that great day of Pentecost,
the disciples gathered together:
though uncertain, they trusted God's future,
though many, they were one in Christ.
On the last day of all time, God's daughters
and sons will be together, in one place:
until then, we will talk of God's dreams,
with every breath we take, with every moment we live.

Thom Shuman

	Call to worship
	The Holy Spirit of Christ takes wing and flies in delight among all that lives. She soars in love in the centre of the struggling earth, inviting us, calling to us, enchanting us with fresh visions of good. She hovers over our heads this Pentecost Day as God’s dove of peace and touches our hearts with hopes for a kinder world. Let us worship our God and celebrate with joy the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon
(if this Call to Worship is used, the song ‘She comes sailing’ would fit in very well)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTmnZGPwC-o


	Call to worship
	The flame of the Holy Spirit warms us in hope.

Who will be among God’s prophets?

Will we find here followers of Christ

whose witness to the coming of the Spirit

lift the life of the world in courage?

With the peace of God surrounding us,

we may move in faith and stand bravely on the ground of justice.

We may inspire those around us

to believe that things can change

and that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are with us.

Words for Worship



	Call to worship
	This is the day! 
This and every day. 

This is the moment when God surprises us with gifts beyond our asking.

Our hearts will sing with gratitude. Our minds will grasp God’s new way and our souls will be lifted up in joy. 

This is the day of Pentecost! 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Call to worship
	God's spirit calls us into the future,
God's spirit calls us to new vision,
God's spirit calls us in compassionate love

Let us celebrate the richness and diversity of life in the presentness of this God.
Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Breathe into our hearts this day.

Bless our worship and inspire us,
that we may live Spirit-filled lives
of love and compassion for all.
Amen.

Rex AE Hunt

	Call to worship
	The fire of the life of God burns around us, 
in passion for change, in energy for a new creation. 
The flames of the Spirit rise into the air springing from a warming hope, 
leaping in life that will not be stilled. 
The coals of glowing life remaining when we think they have long gone,
waiting for the kindling of commitment, in the imagination of God. 
Let us worship our God. 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of invocation
	Be alive among us this day, Jesus Christ, drawing all eyes towards your word as it is revealed before us, opening all ears as your Spirit speaks into our hearts and moving within our lives in ways which touch us deeply so that we bow in humble faith before your holiness. 

Come to us now, we pray, O God. Amen.  
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of invocation
	Breathe your vivid life into our life, O God. Colour our horizons with the rays of your new ideas as we meet this day. Make yourself known to us in warmed hearts and risen hopes. For we wait on you in humble faith. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of invocation
	Breathe the mystery of your life into our midst, Spirit of God, enlarging our dreams, enhancing our love for each other and the world. 
Speak to us in ways which cut through our fears and doubts to sound as music in our souls and light us in a fiery passion to be your brave people. 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of invocation
	Send your Holy Spirit upon us this day as we wait in faith. 

Surprise us again with the joy of your coming in this new way into the world. 

Speak to us in our own language of life and open our hearts, souls and minds to receive you. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of the day
	Astonishing Creator,
at Pentecost,
you could have been calm, cool, analytical -
but you decided to no longer play it safe,
but once again (and for all time),
unleashed the Spirit into our babeling and humble-jumble lives.

Like an artist using a variety of mediums,
Living Water,
you proclaim good news to us:
to those who hunger for hope, 

you feed them from the banquet of justice;
to those parched by loneliness,
you hold that precious cup overflowing with your tears to their cracked lips.

Unbridled Spirit,
you calm us when we are racing around like four-year-olds playing tag;
you come rushing through our soul's backyard,
knocking our dirty lives off the closed-lines,
to shawl us in salvation's spring garb.

May our words please you, God in Community, Holy in One,
as we pray as Jesus taught us,
Our Father . . .
Thom Shuman

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	O God, we give you thanks

for the visions of prophetic life on earth.

We celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit

in every generation and place.

We look at life in our time

and marvel that some people live in ways

which change the world forever,

reminding us that the Spirit of Christ is with us.

We thank you that you invite in us

the foresight to recognise what the world could be,

if only we would live in the power of that Spirit,

regardless of what others may believe

and what that commitment costs.

We praise you, O God,

for creating in us, through the Spiritís gifts,

a promise of new possibilities,

ones which could add life to the world. Amen.

Words for worship



	Prayer of thanksgiving
	We thank you, O God, that we are never left alone, that even when the wilderness of life surrounds us in foreboding, when the desert does not show its blossoms to us, and when the nights and the days seem to hold nothing but shallow emptiness, your Spirit is there in mystery and love, recreating the life around us and within us, so that we might live in faith again. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	We lift up our hearts before you, O God. Our souls breathe free in the wonder of your life, expanding outwards into new possibilities. We give you thanks for being a God who is never satisfied with dull acceptance of what is and yet, in the wonder of your life, still offers us peace when we need it for our survival. 

We give you thanks this day, O God. Amen. 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of thanksgiving
	We thank you, O God, 

for moments undeserved and unexpected, 
blessings which we have not planned to receive, and gifts from those we have not noticed before. 

We thank you, O God, 
that you are always grander and greater than we will ever know, 
that we can never truly name who you are,
never do justice to the breadth of your love. 
We bring you thanks, O God, this day and every day. 

Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of confession
	Call to Reconciliation
Called to be one body, we live as fragmented members. Our selfish desires, our lust for more, our belief we have no need of others, leads not to unity, but to division. Let us confess our brokenness to the God who saves us.

Unison Prayer of Confession
In the arguments which divide us, Hope's Heart, we cannot hear your voice calling us to be one. In the rush to judge others who speak, dress, or look different from us, we cannot stop to experience your grace. In our devotion to our selves and our needs, we cannot open our hearts to receive your gifts.

Silence our babeling lives, Sculptor of Salvation, so we might hear the clear, sweet voice of the Spirit, announcing that we are forgiven, calling us to proclaim the good news to all the world, baptizing us into the Body of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Silence is kept

Thom Shuman

	Prayer of confession
	Spirit of joy, through you, Christ lives in us, and we in Christ. Forgive us when we forget you and when we fail to live in your joy. 

Spirit of God, forgive us and lead us into life in you. 

Spirit of love you bind us in love to yourself and to those around us, in marriage, in family and in friendship. 

Forgive us when we hurt those we love and when we turn away from the love of our friends. 

Spirit of God, forgive us, and lead us to life in you. 

Spirit of the Body of Christ, uniting us in the church with your life-giving grace and hope. Forgive our fragmenting of your church and our failure to carry your love into the world. 

Spirit of God, forgive us, and lead us to life in you. 

Spirit in the world, comforting us, and drawing us into closer relationship with one another. 

Forgive our wars and our hatreds, and forgive our failure to recognize you, who lives in us all. 

Spirit of God, forgive us, and lead us to life in you. 

As the dove settles on the tree, receive the gift of peace. 

As the flame rises free with light and warmth, receive the gift of life. 

As the wind moves and dances around the earth, receive the gracious gift of the Spirit. Amen. 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Prayer of confession
	Living God, if we have lost the wonder of life in your Spirit and cannot remember its passion and promise: 

Forgive us, and touch our souls with the flame of your life. 

If we dare to believe that the Spirit speaks in only one language, which is ours, and we no longer expect to find you in people who are different and who have different ideas: 

Forgive us, and touch our souls with the flame of your life. 

If one day has become like most others, especially around our church, and we are no longer expecting miracles: 

Forgive us, and touch our souls with the flame of your life. 

When cynicism and lack of hope overcomes us in the face of the realities around us, shutting the door to the power of your Spirit in every age: 

Forgive us, and touch our souls with the flame of your life, which burns for ever with love for the world and its peoples. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon



	Prayer of confession
	O God, we love to dwell on your kindness to us, on the gentle shepherd, Christ. 
When you come to us in indignation, in fiery determination and confront our complacency, 
we confess that we are tempted to turn away or pretend that we have not noticed. 

Silent reflection

Forgive us, O God. 

Stand before us in light and fire to warm our lives. 

If we tend to look at those who disturb our peace as troublemakers, as do-gooders or as people who are being too political, 
hold our minds open to look at them with wisdom in case they are the bearers of your word. 
If we refuse to engage with the stirring of uneasiness, the challenge to what we know: 
Forgive us, O God. 

Stand before us in light and fire to warm our lives. 

When are lives are reduced down into small issues when we become preoccupied with things that are insignificant, losing your perspective in our feverish little causes: 

Forgive us, O God. 

Stand before us in light and fire to warm our lives. 

Confront us with the truth through your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon
Words of assurance

Even the Christ is challenged by the task before us. Take heart and believe that God knows our every struggle and still brings us grace. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of confession
	O God, prophetic life demands courage

and a remarkable faithfulness to you.

We know that you give us the gift of the Holy Spirit

and that, in that gift lies all that we need,

even though, too often, we would rather not

upset others and challenge ourselves.

Silent reflection

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ.

Open our lives to receive your Spirit

in hope and in truth, we pray.

Where your Holy Spirit has given gifts

to those around us in the church

and we fail to accept and encourage them,

especially in people who are new to us:

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ.

Open our lives to receive your Spirit

in hope and in truth, we pray.

For we long to be your faithful people.  Amen.

Words for worship

	Prayer of confession
	O God of colourful life, we often appear to be rather pale in our living, washed out by our hesitations in following in your prophetic way, and drab in our tentative commitments to your justice or even colourless as we stand paralysed by doubt. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. Visit us with your grace upon grace and bring us back to life. 
We also own that sometimes we try to hold your lithe Spirit, trying to capture you in our neat rules, or believing that we can keep you in company of our own choosing. 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Visit us with your grace upon grace and bring us back to life.
If we defend ourselves against the challenge of your vivid life, Holy Spirit, raising barriers to your call so that we can stay in comfortable places: 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. Visit us with your grace upon grace and bring us back to life, we pray. Amen. 

Words of assurance

Wait in wonder for the gifts of the Spirit, gifts of healing and comfort, gifts of forgiveness and love. Wait in wonder and faith for the Holy Spirit has indeed come to all who believe. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayer of confession
	Dear God, if your faith has become so mundane to us that we have ceased to expect to be surprised by your holiness, treading each day as if we know all that is possible instead of looking around us for your new word: 

Stride into our lives, Jesus Christ, and interrupt us with your grace. 

O God, when we look at others and fail to see the godliness which may be present there, assuming that we know all there is to know about them and closing our minds and hearts to find fresh gifts: 
Stride into our lives, Jesus Christ, and interrupt us with your grace. 

O God, if we rarely search ourselves to see if you are inviting the sharing of beauty and wisdom from within our own lives and inspiring us to be the vehicles for your holy word in this day: 

Stride into our lives, Jesus Christ, and interrupt us with your grace.
Forgive us when we expect less than you give. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Words of assurance
	On this day, as on every day, God stands, arms wide open to embrace us; heart wide open to forgive us. Friends, this is the good news.
God's glory is forever; God's grace will never end. We will rejoice in God's healing hope, as long as we have breath. Amen.

Thom Shuman

	Words of assurance
	The Holy Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit of God,

is full of grace and gentleness.

When we come in humility and ask for understanding,

that gift is given in abundance.

We are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Words for worship



	Words of assurance
	Turn your lives towards the Holy God, for all grace is there, all freedom and hope. The word of God will not fail us. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon


	Words of assurance
	The witnesses come to us down the centuries, bearing their testimony to the grace of God, the love of Jesus Christ and the communion of the Holy Spirit. This is our salvation, this is our forgiveness. Let us live by that faith. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayers for others
	Breathe peace over our lives, Holy Spirit,

and then energise us 

with the fire of your prophetic dreams.

Transform the way we see the world around us,

taking us deeper into truth and higher into hope.

Open our ears to hear the crying hearts

which are silenced by fear or weakness,

and move us towards those who wait 

for healing.

Place wise words on our lips, Holy Spirit,

so that we may speak strongly for justice and peace

and carry others with us towards new goals.

We pray now for these causes 

which are dear to our hearts:


The people pray

Hear our prayers, Holy Spirit.

Show us where the gifts lie among us

which could enrich 

all that we try to do in your strength.

Encourage us to listen to unexpected prophets,

so that we see what could be changed

and how we could share in that new world.

Make your life vivid in the witness of your church, Holy Spirit,

both here and around the world.

Go on creating in us, we pray.

Amen.

Words for worship

	Prayers for others
	This is the day when we celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit which descend upon the people. 

Let us give thanks to God for the gifts which we already perceive among us: 

The people name the gifts

May we graciously affirm the gifts in each other, O God, encouraging those which are barely glimpsed
applauding those which are hard won
and tenderly cherishing those which are fragile. 
And now let us ask our God for the gifts which are needed for our ministry in this place, those which would enrich our ministry in the world and within our own life: 

The people pray for particular gifts

We will never be enough for all that is to be done, O God, but we wait in hope to receive all that you offer to us. 
Give to us the wisdom which we need to use your gifts with courage and humility. 
Speak to us in words which we can understand, making clear the way before us with signposts of your love. 

We believe that nothing is impossible with you, Holy Spirit, nothing is lost or wasted and nothing goes unnoticed in your eternal love for us and for the world. Be with us as we go, we pray. Amen. 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayers for others
	God, who comes to us in the presence of the Holy Spirit, as we look at the way before us at this time, with its needs and its weeping, its possibilities and its challenges, we will carry with us your gifts for our journey. 

A long red cloth is spread from the table and down the central aisle. 

Before you, we name some of the gifts we have received from you as we try to be your people. These gifts stand among us like small lights, reflections of the flame of your Spirit. 

The people name the gifts and light the small tea light candles and place them on the cloth.

Holy Spirit of God, giver of gifts, these are our prayers for those who long for your comfort and justice: 

The people bring their hopes and concerns

We pray that you will visit us with your salvation and enlarge our lives to meet what lies ahead, believing that your presence will be with us in every moment. 

And now, we ask that you will pray for us, bring the prayers we dare not name or do not know. 

A silence is kept. 

Stay with us, Spirit of Christ, Spirit of God, for we will always need you on the way. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Prayers for others
	O God, it is daunting to believe that you invite us to share in your work in the world. 

Gather around us today all that we need to be your people, we pray. A silence is kept. 

We bring to mind people throughout human history who have shared in your work in the world. A silence is kept. 
May we not be overwhelmed by their example, but be encouraged by the faith that they too were just ordinary human beings like us. 

May our lives be inspired and expanded by their lives, 
made grander in the visions which lie before us,
made even more dependent on your courage and strength as we face the world in our day. 

A silence is kept

As we dare to look at the struggles of our time, this is what we see, O God. 

These are the places and people for whom we pray. These are the situations which call to us in longing: 
The people pray

Be with us, O God. 
Make music in us, Holy Spirit, that the melodies of your life may drown out the murmurings of our doubt and fear. 
Paint your pictures of creativity around our life, O God, source of all the universe and then take us by the hand, Jesus Christ, and lead us past our trembling into the glory of your dream for us. We pray this in your name. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon



	Prayers for others
	O God, you love justice and you establish peace on earth. We bring before you the disunity of today’s world: 
the absurd violence, and the many wars, which are breaking the courage of the peoples of the world;
militarism and weaponry which are threatening life on the planet; 
human greed and injustice, which breed hatred and strife. 
A silence is kept

Send your Spirit and renew the face of the earth: 
teach us to be compassionate towards the whole human family;
strengthen the will of all those who fight for justice and for peace; 
lead all nations into the path of peace, and give us that peace which the world cannot give. Amen. 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Prayers for others
	Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 
Send the wind and flame of your transforming life to lift up the church in this day. 
Give wisdom and faith that we may know the great hope to which we are called. 
Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

Giver of life, sustain your creation. Confront us with our greedy consuming of your gifts. Stand before us as we pillage and destroy. Call us forth into new harmonies of care for all that lives and breathes and has its being. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

Spirit of Truth, set us free to emerge as the children of God. Open our ears that we may hear the weeping of the world. Open our mouths that we may be a voice for the voiceless. Open our eyes that we may see your vision of peace and justice. Make us alive with the courage and faith of your prophetic truth. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

Spirit of unity, reconcile your people. Give us the wisdom t hold to what we need to be your church. Give us the grace to lay down those things that you can do without. Give us a vision of your breadth and length and height which will challenge our smallness of heart and bring us humbly together. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

Holy Spirit, transform and sanctify us as we take up this task in your name. Give us the gifts we need to be your church in spirit and in truth. 

Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole creation. 

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Offering prayer
	Join these, our offerings, 

with what you bring to those in need, Jesus Christ.

Inspire and guide us in the way we use them Holy Spirit.

This we pray in faith. Amen.

Words for worship

	Benediction
	God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, 
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you now and always. Amen.

WCC 1991 In Spirit and in Truth

	Commission/
benediction
	Go into the world with lifted hearts!

The Spirit is with us!


And may each day look different in the light of the Spirit,

every year bring forth new visions for good as we receive her wisdom

and the challenges ahead be seen as pillars of holy truth.

Amen.

Words for worship

	Commission/

benediction
	Go forth and point to the wonders of God. 

Go forth and carry justice and compassion into the world for this is the word in Christ to us. 

And may God rise up in majesty before us,

Christ Jesus draw our eyes towards true life
and the Holy Spirit be discovered in every new day. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Commissioning/

Benediction
	Carry the flame of Christ’s life into all the world. 
Go in peace and go in the confidence of faith. 

And may the forces of oppression bow before the courage of Christ, 
the corruptions of power be challenged by the grace of God and the Holy Spirit be found in all the earth. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Commissiong/ benediction
	Go in gladness as those who have been given far more than we will ever earn or deserve. 

And may the flame of the Holy Spirit warm the cold places, the winds of the Holy Spirit sweep away all that holds us back and the dove of peace hover over the world in reconciling gentleness. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Comissioning/
Benediction
	Go into all the world as the people of the Holy Spirit, gifted in a myriad of ways, hearts lifted up in hope, transforming everything we touch into signs of the love of God. 

And now may the life of the Holy Spirit fill our being until it overflows with healing, peace, inspiration and courage, and dances on before us in joy and faith. Amen. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

	Contemporary reading
	"Wind, wind. A reflection on the Spirit"
By William Loader   (Adapted)
Wind, wind,
you come from nothingness and go to nothingness,
and when you are still,
there is nothing we see, nothing we hear,
and you surround us in our not seeing and not knowing.

Wild, wild wind,
you whip the seas, whirling great water spouts and fountains,
crashing the foamed edges of the shore,
sweeping the unsuspecting fisherman from the slippery rocks,
terrifying force, uncontrollable, beyond our power.

Wind, wind, wondrous wind,
hovering at the birth of creation,
whisking secretly among the wonders of new life,
bearing the seed, lifting high the heads of mighty trees,
swirling among the grasses, celebrating life.

Wind, wind, gentle wind, 
wind of our breathing, our life, our hope,
renewing, refreshing,
sighing in our stress,
moaning in our pain,
still in our dying.

O wind, wind,
you breathed upon the clay and there was life,
you danced down to the forehead of a Galilean 
and there was hope,
you shook the foundations of community 
and there was Pentecost.



	Communion 

Moira Laidlaw
	INVITATION
Jesus cried out, ”Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink.  As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of flowing water.’”  Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive...” John 7: 37b -39a 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Thanks and praise, glory and honour are rightly yours, Creator God.
In the beginning, your Spirit moved across the face of the waters,
and when we were formed from the dust of the earth, 
you breathed into us the breath of life.

Even when we resisted and grieved you,
your Spirit came upon diverse people, 
empowering them to speak your word of life. 
Your steadfast love endures forever and ever.

And so we praise you with the faithful of every time and place,
gathered in word and spirit with choirs of angels and the whole creation in 
the eternal hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 In the fullness of time, you gave us your Son Jesus Christ, 
to be for us the way, the truth, and the life.  At his baptism in the Jordan your Spirit came upon him declaring him to be your beloved Son.
With your Spirit within him he resisted temptation; 
he proclaimed justice to all peoples, good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, sight for the blind, and liberty for those who are oppressed.  
He emptied himself of self -serving power, and filled with the empowering love of your Spirit, he loved people to the uttermost limits of love, giving himself over to death to defeat the power of evil.

On that never-to-be-forgotten night, the night of his betrayal, 
as he sat at the table with his friends, he took bread, gave you thanks, broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.”  
When supper was over, he took the cup, gave you thanks, 
gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this all of you; this is my blood, poured out for you and for all, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”
On that never-to-be-forgotten day when you raised him from the dead, he was recognised by his disciples in the breaking of the bread, and in the power of your Holy Spirit your people have continued in the breaking of the bread and in prayer.
When we eat this bread and drink from this cup we experience anew the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ and look forward to his coming in final victory.  
Remembering his death and resurrection, his ascension and his promise to be with us always, we pray that you will send the power of your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, blessing this sharing of bread and wine, Christ’s life in us.  Send us as your witnesses into all the world, empowered by your Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
in whose name we are bold to pray    ‘Our Father....’

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
 The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup we take is a sharing in the life of Christ.
The gifts of God for the people of God

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious God, we praise, worship and adore you for the food received at your table.  You have sent your Holy Spirit among us to make our eating and drinking here a memorial of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We go from here, strengthened, refreshed, and empowered by your Spirit to make our living and working, our loving and doing and thinking, a true and joyful memorial of him.  We look to that day when, with the great 
company of witnesses that surround us, we may eat and drink and be glad with him in the glory of your kingdom.  This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

	Communion Thom Shuman
	Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Architect of the universe:
when chaos had grown old and wrinkled,
you sent Spirit to give it a new face -
imagining, shaping, painting -
until the starlight shimmered
on the watery deeps
and the earth trembled
from the trees dancing in delight.
You created critters which tip-toe
across our floors at night,
and great whales that play
hide-and-seek with submarines.
You formed humanity in your image,
and filled us with your Spirit,
so we could sing praises
to you every moment.
But sin and death
took our breath away
with their fireworks made
of futility and fear,
and we chased after them
clapping our hands in delight.
Prophets came, entreating
your daughters and sons to come home,
but we thought they were drunk
on ecstasy's sweet wine.
So, you sent Jesus,
hoping to get our attention
with glory made flesh.

So, with all who have gone before us,
and all who will come after,
we sing our songs of praise:

Sanctus

Holy are you, our only Hope,
and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son.
When our souls thirsted
for your presence,
he came,
to offer us a drink of grace.
When our hearts cracked
from the strain of unbelief,
he came,
to
mend us with faith.
When we had lost our way,
he came,
to follow agony
to it's bitter end,
so we could begin
our journey home to you.

As we remember his life, his death, his rising,
as we celebrate the fulfillment
of the Spirit he promised,
we sing of that mystery we call faith:

Memorial Acclamation

Pour out Pentecost's Spirit
upon these gifts of the bread and cup,
and on your daughters and sons
who hunger for your goodness.
As we eat of the Bread,
may grace dance in our hearts,
so we will want
to rush out with healing
for a broken world.
As we drink for hope's Cup,
may it cascade through us,
filling us with your
undying compassion,
till we become lives
of flowing love
to a parched people.

And when that great day comes
when you gather your children
in one place, around one great Table,
we will receive the Spirit,
being fed by your Servant, Jesus,
and sing to you
with one voice, one heart,
God in Community, Holy in One.
Amen.

	Music
	HYMNS:

Acts 2: 1-21

Christians lift up your hearts
TiS.423

Come, Spirit blest, Creator, come
TiS.397  AHB.309

Filled with the Spiritís power
TiS.411  AHB.328

Holy Spirit, come, confirm us
TiS.413  AHB.327

O thou who camest from above
TiS.572  AHB.486

Spirit of God, that moved of old
AHB.319

Thereís a spirit in the air
TiS.414  SFGP.30

Numbers 11: 24-30 (alternate)

Come, O Holy Spirit, come
TiS.711

Come, Spirit blest, our hearts inspire
TiS.425  AHB.331


Forth in your name, O Lord, I go
TiS.571  AHB.480

Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b

Let all creation dance
TiS.187

O worship the King, all glorious above
TiS.133  AHB.67

Where wide sky rolls down
TiS.188

1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13

All praise to our redeeming Lord
TiS.442  AHB.367

Christ, from whom all blessings flow
TiS.440  AHB.364

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling
TiS.410  AHB.323



In Christ there is no east or west
TiS.459  AHB.391

Like the murmur of the doveís song
TiS.419

Lord God, the Spirit blest
TiS.404  AHB.317

John 20: 19-23 (or John 7: 37-39)

Fill my whole life, O Lord my God
TiS.596  AHB.515

Holy Spirit, go before us
TiS.420

Jesus Christ is waiting
TiS.665

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit
TiS.417

O breath of God, breathe on us now
TiS.408  AHB.321

Your coming Lord, to earth at Bethlehem
TiS.285  SA.98



	Halle Halle Halle
	“Halle, halle, halle” 720 TiS
(Sung twice)
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah!
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah!
Halle, halle, halle - lu - jah!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!



	God who sets us on a journey
	“God who sets us on a journey”  (Tune: ‘Canvas’’)    32 FFS
God who sets us on a journey
to discover, dream and grow,
lead us as you led your people
in the desert long ago;
journey inward, journey outward,
stir the spirit, stretch the mind,
love for God and self and neighbour
marks the way that Christ defined.

Exploration brings new insights,
changes, choices we must face;
give us wisdom in deciding,
mindful always of your grace;
should we stumble, lose our bearings,
find it hard to know what's right,
we regain our true direction
focused on the Jesus light.

End our longing for the old days,
grant the vision that we lack –
once we've started on this journey
there can be no turning back;
let us travel light, discarding
excess baggage from our past,
cherish only what's essential,
choosing treasure that will last.

When we set up camp and settle
to avoid love's risk and pain,
you disturb complacent comfort,
pull the tent pegs up again;
keep us travelling in the knowledge
you are always at our side;
give us courage for the journey,
Christ our goal and Christ our guide.  Joy Dine


	She comes sailing on the wind
	Refrain:
She comes sailing on the wind,
her wings flashing in the sun;
on a journey just begun,
she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light,
she flies on.

1. Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth,
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled.
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved up on the earth,
like a mother breathing life into her child.

2. Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight
when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form.
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight,
and then down the ages still she flew on.

(Refrain)

3. To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came,
a whisper softly calling in the dark,
the promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end,
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart.

4. Flying to the river, she waited circling high
above the child now grown so full of grace.
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky,
and she carried him away in her embrace.

(Refrain)

5. Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world,
after dawn returned in flame of rising sun,
the Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled,
bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on.

(Refrain)


