Sunday, September 18 Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
UCC resource – weekly seeds

Focus Theme 
Tensions in the Wilderness  

Weekly Prayer 
O God, from your providing hand even the dissatisfied and grumbling receive what they need for their lives. Teach us your way of justice and lead us to practice your generosity, so that we may live a life worthy of the gospel made known through Jesus. Amen.  

Focus Reading Exodus 16:2-15   
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."  Then the Lord said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days." So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?" And Moses said, "When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him - what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord."  Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 'Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.'" And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, "I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.'"  In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat."   
Reflection by Kate Huey  
When God met Moses up on that mountain and gave him his assignment to bring the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, Moses (perhaps gingerly) asked for God's name: who might he say sent him on such a bold mission? While God's response is translated in various and interesting ways, most often as "I Am Who Am," another version is particularly fitting for our story today: "I will be who I will be." Someone has rendered this as "I will be what is needed at the time." The wilderness in today's passage provides a perfect setting for God to be exactly that: just what the people need at that moment in time. When the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt, they needed freedom, and God freed them. Now, in the wilderness, in what Walter Brueggemann calls a "zone of bereftness," they need food. Once again, the "God will be what is needed" responds with manna, bread from heaven. But the gift is also a test to see if these are people who are truly "walking with God," trusting that God will provide, or are they hoarders, trusting in their own wits and efforts? There's another lesson in this text, about sabbath and the human need for rest. Perhaps only when we stop and be still for awhile can we recognize God as the source of all the blessings we've received, just when we need them. As a beautiful Jewish prayer says, "Days pass and years vanish, and we walk sightless among miracles." One might say that we "work" sightless among miracles, too.      
For Further Reflection  
Unknown 
Live with greater expectancy of daily victory.  

Henry David Thoreau, 19th century 
It is not enough to be busy. So are the ants. The question is: What are we busy about?   

Aristophanes, 5th century 
Hunger knows no friend but its feeder.  

Louise Erdrich, 21st century 
Hunger steals the memory.  

Walter Kauffman, 20th century 
Rabbi Zusya said that on the Day of Judgment, God would ask him, not why he had not been Moses, but why he had not been Zusya

