We have all experienced a September 11 in our lives, or will at some point. That moment, that experience, that the-world-will-never-be-the-same-again kick in the gut. Black Saturday in Victoria, the Queensland floods, Japanese tsunami, Christchurch earthquakes. Residents and troops in Iraq and Afghanistan experience September 11th all too often, as do the families back home in a number of countries. Sudan, Somalia, Palestinian neighbourhoods - September 11th comes too often for too many people.

And it is tempting, like the disciples on the mountain where Jesus was transfigured, to stay locked in that place, that moment, that time. Yes, memorials should be built; honor and respect paid to those who lost their lives and those who rushed into the burning buildings, the cockpits, the stairwells, the streets covered in ash; yes, we should remember.  

But perhaps we let 9/11 define us in ways that continue to damage us, to allow too many commentators and politicians to use that day to manipulate our fears for their own agendas. Billions are spent on homeland security, when so many do not have the security of jobs, the comfort of a home, the ability to access medical care or get the education they need.  

We focus so much on September 11th, that we forget September 12th, when people showed up to help with the searches, the clean-up, the recovery.  When parents got their kids up once again, and sent them to school, where teachers helped their students to grieve, to begin to understand, to begin to get on with life.  When churches were open for prayer, but also to serve the hungry, to shelter the homeless. 

It seems to me that as people of faith, we believe in a God who is always doing new things.  Who is comforting the grieving, yet offering them hope and new life. Who refuses to let evil undo good, or hate to conquer love, or death to triumph over life.  Who is there on all our 9/11s, and who helps us step forth in faith, in hope, in trust on September 12th.

We can remember and honour 9/11.  

I hope we are defined by September 12th. 







(adapted from Thom Shuman)
