Proper 19A/Ordinary 24A/Pentecost +13/w56     September 11, 2011
	Exodus 14:19-31

Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11,20-21

Romans 14:1-12

Matthew 18:21-35

First Thoughts on the Old Testament Readings of the RCL

Exodus: http://hwallace.unitingchurch.org.au/WebOTcomments/OrdinaryA/Pentecost18.html
First Thoughts on the New Testament Readings of the RCL

Romans:

http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/AEpPentecost13.htm
Matthew:
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MtPentecost13.htm
Possible topical themes: Ecumenism and/or interfaith relations (September 11, 2011 – 10th anniversary); Forgiveness; Forgiven and Forgiving

  

GLOBAL APPLICATION: How are the words "peace" and "forgiveness" relevant in a world of war, crime, corruption and religious conflict? This question has particular significance this week for two reasons. The first is that last week’s focus on resisting evil raises the challenge of how to stand against injustice and destruction without becoming what we resist. This week provides a strong answer to that challenge. The second thing that makes this week’s focus significant is that this Sunday is the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. In the decade since the Twin Towers went down, the world has seen war, terrorism and judgement on a massive scale. But, perhaps more disturbing, has been the discrimination, prejudice, stereotyping, vengefulness and violence breeding more violence that has followed close behind. In the face of all this, the call to forgive is more than just a call to deal with hurt feelings. It is a radical call for peacemaking, for ending the cycle of violence, and for refusing to exact retribution even on those who hurt us. Further, this week’s readings call us to re-examine how we view God (through Mosiac eyes, as a violent overlord, or, through the eyes of Christ as a non-violent peacemaker), how we view other people of faith (refusing to impose our practices and conscience on others, but giving them the freedom to find and follow God according to their own conscience – or, perhaps, even religion) and how we view ourselves (not just as those who are hurt – like the indebted servant – but as those who are capable of hurting others – as the servant did to his debtor; not just as those who must give forgiveness, but also as those who must receive it). This call for forgiveness goes against our angry, human quest for "justice" and "retribution", it does not satisfy or heal us of the deep wounds that enemies have inflicted on us. But, it does ensure that we do not make the hurt worse, for ourselves or others or for our world. It does ensure that healing 

can come. And it does challenge us to take the difficult, but transforming call of the Gospel seriously. John Van de Laar http://sacredise.com/lectionary/2011/08/proper-19a-ordinary-24a-pentecost-13a. John also has a blog entry on the gospel reading, http://networkedblogs.com/mAtD1
Reflections and quotes: http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper19a.html


	Seasons of creation – Land Sunday
Seasons of the Spirit has good resources as well as Rex AE Hunt, 

http://www.rexaehuntprogressive.com/liturgy_collection/year_a_liturgy_collection/year_a_pentecostafter/creation2apentecost13a18a1192011.html


	Call to worship
	(based on Exodus 15:1-11, 20-21; Romans 14:1-12)

No one is an island.

We are all joined in Christ Jesus.

Who else is like you, loving God?
Who is like you: beautiful in holiness,
awesome in all the things you do for us.
No one lives by themselves,

no one dies by themselves.

Whether we live or die

we are the Lord’s.

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
Bruce Prewer

	Call to worship
	Based upon Exodus 14
The sea of apathy surrounds

enticing us with self promotion

luring us with greed.

The sea of apathy surrounds 

bloated with decay

the remains of injustice and idolatry.

The sea of apathy surrounds.

 

Our task this day

is to cross the sea.

Our task today

is to say "no" to the stench.

Our task if we chose it

is to say "yes" to life and faith.

"Yes". Yes.

Let us cross the sea together.

Written for Evangelical United Church of Christ, September 1999. Copyright Katherine Hawker.



	Call to worship
	In sacred times of word, wonder, and awe, 
in ordinary days of work and play: 
in every moment, God is with us. 
Whether we are stuck in doubt's mud, 
or standing on faith's shoreline: 
in every place, God is with us. 
In those who teach us 
and those who trouble us; 
in those who surprise us, 
and those who forgive us: 
in every person, God is with us.
Thom Shuman

	Collects
	O God of justice and love, You pardon us if we pardon our brothers and sisters:  Create in us a new heart in the image of Your Son, a heart ever greater than any offence it suffers.  May the world remember how much you love us?  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen. ('Uniting in Worship', Leader's Book, p. 212)
Generous God, our creator and guide, may we serve you with all our heart and know your forgiveness in our lives. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

(adapted, 'CanticaNova', http://www.canticanova.com/planning/year-a/pln24a_l.htm)

Creating God, you made us in your image and gifted us with the joy of creation. Teach us to discern your hand in all your works and to serve you with reverence and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (adapted 'Common Order', Church of Scotland, p. 683)


	Prayer of Thanksgiving
	 (based on Exodus 14:19-31; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35)

We give you all thanks and praise, O God, for in you is extravagant mercy and salvation from all that would destroy us.

In the first of your mighty wonders, you created the earth,
dividing the watery chaos and bringing forth dry land.
In the days of Moses you divided the sea again
and delivered your people from their oppressors,
leading them by fire and cloud to the land of freedom.

In Jesus the Christ, your reign of love and mercy has embraced all who live and even in our weaknesses you uphold us. He was killed but his risen life is amongst us even now. Now whether we live or die we belong to you and in gratitude we share your love and mercy with all.

Therefore, with our hearts lifted high, we offer you thanks and praise at all times through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
adapted, Nathan Nettleton http://www.laughingbird.net/


	Prayer of confession
	Reconciling God, we would rather gossip about those who sin against us, than speak to them privately;
we would rather parade our wounds for all to see, than quietly work toward forgiveness and reconciliation.
Help us choose the harder road, the road that opens possibilities for real healing, real forgiveness, and real growth in your Spirit. Help us place the best interests of our community of faith above our own need for public vindication. Amen.

B.J. Beu, Ministry Matters


	Prayers of confession/ invitation to pardon

(based on series of readings from Exodus)
	The Pharaoh decrees death to the foreigner.

The power of fear and hate rage surround us.

In the face of evil

Forgive us our complacency.

The burning bush flickers beside us.

The presence of God invites us.

In the presence of the holy

Forgive us our lack of notice.

The Red Sea waters stand at attention.

The threshold of grace is breath-taking.

In the company of grace

Forgive us our reticence to embrace.

 

Invitation to Pardon

Hungry bellies and grumbling souls

are not the final word.

Manna and quail and water

fill the bellies and calm the souls.

The gifts of God reign

o’er the people of God.

Come for all things are ready.

Copyright Katherine Hawker, 1999.



	Prayers of confession
	Eternal God, we have learned so little since the ancient wisdom of Israel began to be articulated. You provide for us a way and we turn a deaf ear. We confess especially on this anniversary of 9/11 that we have not learned the futility of war and violence.  We still think we can resolve differences by brute force.  We project the worst of motives to our enemies and the best to ours.  We continue to demonize our enemies in order to justify killing them.  We speak of others as evil but forget or deny the evil which resides in each of us. Deliver us from this body of death, O God.  Save us from refusing to learn.  Help us to revise our lives and our culture so that we may gain a heart of wisdom and know you who are the beginning of wisdom.  Teach us the difficult spiritual act of learning how to forgive others and to forgive our enemies.  Take away from us the calculating spirit of Peter which resides in each one of us and which would measure out forgiveness with a careful and reluctant eye. 

Transform us, O God.

Save us from growing weary in the steady and tedious task of keeping relationships cleaned up.

Save us from trying to set some artificial limits on how far we will go with those who offend us.

Save us from a calculating faith which tries to put another person outside the Christian circle.

Save us from being stingy of spirit and denying grace to others.

O God, give us generous and forgiving spirits which make room for the sins and foibles of others. Amen
Richard J Einerson, http://www.richardeinerson.com/einerson_005.htm


	Prayers of confession based on the gospel reading
	As sabers rattle in lands both close and distant

we confess that we are in pain,

fear has taken root in the souls of our being.

Even as we turn to the parables ,

familiar stories that we thought we loved,

we find troubling stories offering ever more questions .

Lord have mercy, 

lord have mercy, 

have mercy upon us.
We are loathe to take account of the many ways

in which we unwittingly profit 

from the machinery of war and greed.

Still we read the parables of Jesus

which fly in the face of social convention

offending those who dare to listen.

Christ have mercy, 

Christ have mercy, 

have mercy upon us.
Believing that we are insignificant,

and at the same time fearful that we might become so,

we are timid to use our voices to speak truth to a world of war.

Now the parables of Jesus offer a new vision; 

now the servants dine and the masters serve,

now the last becomes and the first becomes last.

Lord have mercy, 

lord have mercy, 

have mercy upon us.
Hear the good news of the Story 

that no sheep is unworthy of rescue, 

no coin too small to be missed. 

Hear the good news 

that love is stronger than hate 

and that this power is alive within you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Katherine Hawker, 2002


	Prayers of confession
	Our sins are fully in your view, O God, yet you do not punish as we deserve. We are foolish to think that you don't notice. We are blind to miss your steadfast love. We are ungratefully living without regard to forgiveness. Still when we are wronged, we seek vengeance, even from you. We are heartless with our double standards. We are ruthless with our retribution. We are ridiculous to think you don't care Again forgive us Lord for the sins we name.
Save us Lord from the sins we hide. (pause for reflection and self-examination)
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord does not deal with us according to our sins, or repay us in proportion to our iniquities. God's loving ways are so great and good that they astound us. Love sends our Savior. For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord our sins are forgiven. By the power of the Holy Spirit we may come to understand and live in that mercy. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
http://confessionrcl.blogspot.com/2011/08/cycle-lectionary-24-proper-19.html


	Prayer of confession
	based on Matthew 18: 21-35
What if God paid us back in full for all the wrong we have done? (pause) Gracious God, we seek your mercy...

Yet we ourselves look for payback when we are wronged. We think it “only fair” and “what is right” when we retaliate and use harsh words and withdraw from relationship. 
The forgiveness you offer on our account is larger than we can comprehend, still we withhold forgiveness and carry the grudge over petty items.

We are eager to do your judging. We conspire our inner thoughts to secure your forgiveness while avoiding honest repentance.

Forgive us Lord for the sins we know in our hearts.

Save us Lord from the sins we hide.

(pause for reflection and self-examination)
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and has not dealt with us according to our sins. 

God’s forgiveness makes us able, with the power of Holy Spirit, to choose to forgive, renew and live again in right relationship with each other and with our God. 

In the name of Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen. 

Adapted, Bill Wessner, Confession RCL


	Prayer of confession
	The Tyranny of Vengeance
Here we are again, God, with all that makes us who we are, all that fills our lives;
Carrying into this place of joy and freedom the burdens we just can’t seem to lay down,
The weight of all the scores we long to have settled, the justice we want to demand for the wrongs we have suffered.
Yet we also know what would happen if you were to deal with us justly; with our greeds and violences, our betrayals and lusts. If justice was served in our lives we could not stand.
So forgive us our wrongs, God, forgive us as we do not deserve; forgive us against the demands of justice;
And forgive our obsession that justice be done to those who have wronged us.
May our worship lead us to the place where our hunger for grace and mercy may be filled, and where we may be freed from the tyranny of vengeance. Amen.
John van de Laar Sacredise.com. 


	Words of assurance
	Based on Psalm 103: 8-12

People of God, hear the good news!
Our God is compassionate and merciful, full of endless love. God does not treat us as our sins deserve. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so strong is God’s love toward us. So be at peace:  you are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God!


	Readings
	Nathan Nettleton (Laughing Bird) has paraphrases of the readings – definitely worth checking out. 
http://laughingbird.net/ScriptureParaphrases.html


	Readings - selections
	(Matthew 18:21-23, 35)

  Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

  "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves ... So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

(Romans 14:7-12)

  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.   For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."  So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

(Psalm 114:1-8)

  When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, Judah became God's sanctuary, Israel his dominion.  The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back.  The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.

  Why is it, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?  O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?   Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the God of Jacob,   who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

(Exodus 15:1b, 2)

  "I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.

(Exodus 14:19, 27-29, 30-31)

  The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them.

  So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.  Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

	Reading – Readers Theatre: Romans 14: 1-12
	One:
It’s high time that you welcome all people weak in the faith without debating and disputing their opinions.

Two:
Here’s the issue: One person believes that nothing’s off the menu; he’ll eat any food put before him with no concern whether or not it has been associated with a pagan ceremony.
One:
But here’s another believer—we’ll call him the weaker—who eats only vegetables because the meat is tainted through contact with an idol.

Two:
If you are an eater of all things, do not be condescending to your vegetarian brother or sister. In turn, those who abstain from certain foods on religious principles should not judge your brothers and sisters who eat meat—if God has accepted them, you have no reason to reject them.  
One:
How could you think for a moment that you have the right to judge another person’s slave?  We all answer to our own Master, and we will either stand  or fall in His presence.  

Two:
The good news is that both eaters and non-eaters will stand because the Master is able to make it so.  There may be a believer who regards one day as more sacred than any other, while another views every day as sacred as the next. In these matters. all must reach their own conclusions and satisfy their own minds.  
One:
If someone observes a day as holy, he observes it in honor of the Lord.  If another eats a particular diet, he eats in honor of the Lord since he begins by giving thanks! If yet another abstains from that same food, he abstains our of respect for the Lord and begins his meal by thanking God too. 

Two:
The truth is that none of us lives for ourselves, and none dies for ourselves.  For if we live, we live for the Lord. If we die, we die for the Lord. So in both life and death, we belong to the Lord. 
One:
The Liberating King died and returned to life to make this a reality: through His death and resurrection, He became Lord of the living and the dead. 

Two:
So how is it that you continue to judge your brother? How is it possible for you to look down on a sister? We will all stand before the judgment seat of the living God. For it is written, 
One:
“As I live, so I promise,” says the Lord, “every knee will bow down at the sound of My name. Every tongue will claim Me as their God.”

Scripture taken from The Voice™. Copyright ©2006, 2007, 2008 by Ecclesia Bible Society.
Used by permission. All rights reserved
Source: Readers Theatre

	Reading – Matthew 18:21-35
	Peter:
Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?

Jesus:
No, not seven times.  Seventy times seven. To understand the Kingdom of Heaven, imagine this.

Once there was a king who decided to settle accounts with servants who had borrowed money from him. One of the servants owed a huge amount of money—millions of dollars. There was no way he could repay the money, so the King ordered that he be sold—together with his wife, his children and everything he owed—in order to repay the debt. But when the man heard the King’s judgment he fell to his knees and begged for mercy.

Slave:
Have mercy on me! Be patient, and I will pay back everything I owe you.

Jesus:
The King was moved by his servant’s pleas. He took pity on the man, releasing him and forgiving his debt. But when the man left the King, he went to a friend of his who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. The friend fell to his knees and begged for mercy.

Friend:
Have mercy on me! Be patient, and I will pay back everything I owe you.

Jesus:
But his friend wouldn’t hear of it. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full. When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the King and told him what had happened. Then the King called in the man he had forgiven and said:

King:
You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. Shouldn’t you have shown the same mercy to a friend who was in your debt?

Jesus:
Then the angry King sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid back everything he owed. And that is what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refused to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.



	Reading Matthew 18: 21-35
	One:
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.”

Two:
You’ve got to be kidding! Seventy-seven times? You’re nuts!

One:
That’s what He said.
 
Two:
Listen! I’m no push-over. I’m willing to let bygones be bygones and all that other stuff, but I won’t be forgiving anyone seventy-seven times, I can tell you that!
 
One:
Then you aren’t really forgiving them, are you?

Two:
Well, sure I am. But I won’t be a doormat. What difference will it make if I do forgive seventy-seven times or even more?

One:
Maybe then you will truly let go of the hurt and step out of the pain. That’s what forgiveness is all about, not just speaking the words, but actually letting go of the situation. It doesn’t mean that you will have to let the hurt happen to you over and over again; it means that you will lay it down. You will have learned something about yourself as well as the one who hurt you.

Two:
You mean, I’m supposed to learn something from all of this?

One:
Absolutely. Do you think God retains God’s disappointment over you when you fail and fall short? God forgives, wipes the slate clean, gives another chance, time and time again. That’s what God wants us to do: to live lives of forgiving love.

Two:
But it’s not that easy, you know.

One:
God is with you. You will always have help with this.

Two:
You’re sure of that? Really sure?

One:
Without a doubt!
Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters


	Reflection – Matthew 18: 21-35
	Seventy Times Seven
To forgive any more than the once sounds tough

and seven times seems crazy. Yet to stretch the score to seventy times seven becomes profoundly easy.

We only travel well on the paths of mercy, when we have made the choice to break from the prison of “our own rights” and to find pleasure in the unfenced grounds of love.

Bruce Prewer



	Prayers of Intercession
	

	Offering prayer
	God, you know the good that can issue forth from these gifts. We offer these gifts, that they may bring joy into the life of this community and into the lives of others, that they will cross boundaries to transform lives and to alleviate pain, that they may offer new beginnings and new life. And as we offer these gifts, lead us forward, O God, into your future. Amen.

Adapted from John H Will

	Benediction
	(based on Matthew 18: 21-35)

As you have been forgiven, now go into a world that needs your forgiving, healing touch. Bring peace and hope to others, sharing God’s love with them. Amen.

Nancy C. Townley, Ministry Matters


	Communion
	Thom Shuman, http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2008/09/24th-sunday-in-ordinary-timeproper-19.html
Nathan Nettleton, http://www.laughingbird.net/ComingWeeks.html



 

