Easter 2A
9.30am 

In our midst, out on the margins…..

Welcome and acknowledgement

Call to worship

We are a group of people at differing stages in our journeys of faith. Our knowledge of God has been shaped by diverse experiences, teachings and relationships throughout our lives. At times, we move between faith and doubt, certainty and unbelief. Even when we have lost faith and refuse to believe that you could be with us, you hold our lives in gentleness.

On this day of new beginnings, we are drawn into faith that risen life is in our midst. 

On this day of new beginnings, we are drawn into hope and awe. 

We have not seen the risen Christ, 
but we see him in the lives of those transformed by grace. 

We have not seen the risen Christ, 
but we have seen him in the faces of everyone whose love encourages us. 

We have not touched the wounds of the cross, 
but we are those called to bring healing to those hurt and scarred. 

In this time, we share in communion with each other and with God. 
May we know the blessings of God’s peace within us and the breath of God’s Spirit upon us. 
Amen. 

Introduction to Frontier Services 2011

Song: A World of Beauty  (Helen Wiltshire)
A guided meditation 

A telling of the story from our tradition: John 20: 19-31

Witness

Song: Follow the songlines #10 SfP

At the end of this song, you are invited to move to the front and gather in a circle

Prayers for others Adapted: Frontier Services 2011
O Christ, there are so many people in our world who are locked away from risen life. They are imprisoned by oppression, poverty, disability and ongoing need. Others wait longing outside the doors of society, isolated by racism and prejudice.

Show us how to break through the closed doors of injustice and lack of compassion, so that people will be freed and see the hope of risen life. 

When those around us cannot recognize that we are your witnesses because it seems that our life is locked away from those who long to meet you:

Be alive in our midst, risen One, so that we know how to share your story in new ways.

May dignity and mutual respect be the hallmark of our dealings with others. Inspire our leaders across the nation with the teaching and example of Jesus, so that our common life is shaped by his compassion.

We bring to mind and prayer those who live beyond the urban fringe, for small communities struggling to survive economic uncertainties and demographic change, and for those living on isolated and remote properties, mine sites and ranger stations. 
We bring to mind and prayer all Frontier Services staff and their families and for all whom they serve in mission and ministry, in aged care, family and community services, migrant services, primary health care, volunteer programs and patrol ministry.

We bring to mind and prayer our own needs and hopes...

Silence

May the grace, healing and reconciliation made known in the life of Jesus enable us to reflect his strong but gentle love in the world. Amen. 
Song: Offering song SfP #33
Our offering will be collected during the singing of this song. 

Benediction (Frontier Services 2011)
May the God who painted the desert red fill your lives with vibrant colour 
May the Christ who walked at the margins live in the centre of your life. 

And may the Spirit that hovered over the waters of creation refresh you each day.

Amen. 
We sing a blessing to each other: For you, deep stillness #12 SfP
Sharing the peace

God’s peace be with you/and also with you. 

The service was prepared by Sandy Boyce, with music led by Jenny Ward and the Pilgrim 9.30 musicians. 

You are invited to share in refreshments in the hall after the service concludes. 

